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By the Author of | 
THE WHoLE DUTY Or MAN, &C 
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Death and Life are in the power of 
the Tongne, Prov. 18. 21. 
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The Preface. 


H E Government of the 

Tongue has ever bin jt- 

Stly reputed one of the 

moſt important parts of human 
Regiment. The Philoſopher and 
the Divine equally atteſt this; 
and Solomon ( who was both ) 
gives his ſuffrage alſo; the per- 
ſwaſuns to, and encominm's of it 
taking up a con/iderable part of 
his book of Proverbs. I ſhall not 
therefore need to ſay any thing, 
70 
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to juſtifie my choice of this Jub- 
jed, which has ſo much better 
authorities to commend it : I ra- 
ther wiſh that it had not the ſu- 
peradaition of an accidental jt- 
neſs grounded upon the univerſal 
negle(t of it, it now ſeeming to be 
an art wholly out-dated. For tho 
ſome Iineaments of it be met with 
in books, yet there is ſcarce any 
footSteps of it in prattice, where 
alone it can be ſnnificant. The 
attemt therefore of reviving it [ 
am ſure is ſeaſonable , I wiſh it 
were half as eaſy. 

2. Indeed that Skill 10as never 
very eaſy at requiring the greateſt 
vigilance and caution, and there- 
fore not to be altain'd by looſe tri- 

fling ſpirits. The Tongue ts ſo [lip- 
pery , that it eaſuy decerves a 
dron/ie or heedleſs guard. Na- 
tnre ſeems to have given it ſome 

unhap- 
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unhappy advantage towards that. 


"Tis mn its frame the moſt ready 
for motion of any member, needs 


"not ſo much as the flexure of a 
Joint, and by acceſs of humors ac- 


utres a ghbneſs too, the more to 
| wet. its moving. And alas! 


we too much find the effett of this 


its eaſie frame. 1t oftengoes w1th- 
out grving us warning; and as 
children when they happen upon 
a rolling engine, can ſet it in ſuch 
a carriere, as Wiſer people cannot 
on. a ſudden ſtop; [o the childiſh 
parts of us, our paſſions, our fan- 
cies, all our mere animal facul- 
tres, can thruſt our tongues into 
ſuch diſorders. as our reaſon can- 
not eaſily reftifie. The due ma- 
nagery therefore of this unruly 
member, may rightly be efteem- 
ed one of the greates?# mySeries 
of wiſdom and vertue. This zs 

mntimated 
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mtimated by St. James , It any 

man offend not in word, the ſage 

15a perfe& man, and able al to 

bridle the whole body, Jam. 3. 2. 

'T7s ſtoried of Bembo a primitive 

Chriſtian, that comme to a friend 

to teach him a Pſalm, he began to 

him the thirty mmth, 1 ſaid I will 

look tomy ways, that I offend 

not with my tongue ; por hear- 

ine of which firſt verſe , he ſtopt 

his tutor , ſaying , This i enough 

Hor me, if [ learn it as I ought; 
and being after fix months re- 

buk'd for not comme again, he re- 

plied, that he had not yet learnt 

hzs firſt leſJon: nay after nineteen 

years he profes, that in that 
tme he had ſcarce learnt to fut- 

Hill that one line. I grve not this 
inſtance to diſconrage, but rather 

to quicken men to the ſtudy, for a 

leſſen that requires ſo much time 

to 
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to learn, had need be early begun 
with, 

. But eſpecially in this age, 
Wok the contrary liberty has 
got ſuch a ke ſion, that men 
look on it as a part of their birth- 
rieht, nay do not only let their 
tongues looſe, but ſludiouſly ſug- 
gest inordinancies to them, and 
uſe the ſpur where they ſhould the 
bridle. By this means converſa- 
tion 15 ſo generally corrupted, 
that many have had cauſe to wiſh 
they had not been made ſociable 
creatures. A man ſecluded from 
company can have but the devil 
and himſelf to tempt him, but he 
that converſes has abnof as mas 
w, ſnares as he has companions. 

1 barter vices, and,as if each 
had not enough of his own growth, 
tranſplant out of his neighbours 

foil,and that which was intended 
b to 
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to cultrvate and crulize the 
world, has turned it into a wild 
deſert and wilderneſs. 

4. This face of things 1 confeſs 
looks nat very promimg to one 
Who is to ſolicite a reformation. 
But whatever the hopes are, / 
am ſure the needs are great @- 
nough to justity the attempt. For 
as the diſeaſe is epidemic, /o it is 
mortal alſo, utterly mcon/iſtent 
with that pure rehgion , which 
leads to life. We may take St. 
Jamess 7vord for it , It any man 
tcem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, "that mans religion 
rs vain, Jam. 1. 26. God knows 
we have not much relig:0n amone 
us: tis great pity we ſhould fru- 
ftrate the little we have, render 
that utterly in/ygmficant , which 
at the beſt amounts to fo litthe. 

Let therefore the difficulty and 


nece{/ity 
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neceſſity of the task, prevail with 
us to take time befor e 118 , not to 
defer this ſo neceſJary a work till 
the night come ; or imagine that 
the T onene will be able to expiate 
its whole age of guilt by a feeble 
Lord have mercy on me at he 
last. Tho maeed if that were [up- 
poſable, twere but abrokenreed 
to truſt to, none knowing whether 
he fhall have time or grace for 
that. He may be ſurpri2'd with 
an Oath , "oy 4 axtay a Detra- 
C101 11 Bis mouth : many have bin 
fo. Tis ſure there muſt be a dy- 
mg moment ; and how can any 
man ſecure himſelf. it ſhall not 
be the ſame with that in which 
he utters thoſe, and his expiring 
breath be ſo emploted? Sure they 
cannot think that thoſe incanta- 
tions (tho helhſh enough) can 
make them YT SO them 
2 n- 
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invulnerable to deaths darts ; 
and if they have not that or 
ſome other as ridiculons reſerves, 
tis ſtrange That ſhould make 
them run ſuch a mad adven- 
71re. 

5. But I expeft it ſhould be 
objected. that this little apc able 
Tratt ts not proportionable to the 
enconnter to which it 1s brought, 
that beſides the unskilſul mana- 
ging of thoſe points it do's touch, 
tt wholly omits many proper to the 
ſubject, there being faults of the 
Tonene which it paſs in fudence. 
[ confeſs there 1s color enoigh for 
this objeftion. But | beheve if it 
were put to votes, more would re- 
/obve I had ſaid too much, rather 
than too little. Should l ha Ve CN- 
lareed to the utmoſt compaſs of 
this T heme , | ſhould have mad? 
the volume of [o affriehting a bulk, 


that 
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that few would have attemted 
it ; and by ſaying much I ſhould 
have ſaid nothing at all to thoſe 
Who moſt need it. Mens Somachs 
are generally ſo queaſie in theſe 
caſes, that 'tis not ſafe to overload 
them. Let them try how they can 
digeſt this, if they can ſo as to 
turn it into kindly nouriſhment, 
they will be able to ſupply them- 
ſetves with the remainder. For [ 
think I may with ſome confidence 
affirm, that he that can confine 
hrs tonente within the limits here 
preſcrib d, may without much dif- 
ficulty reſtram its other excur/t- 
ons. All I ſhall beg of the Reader, 
rs but tocome with /mcere inten- 
tions, and then perhaps theſe fer 
ſtones and {ling uſed i the name, 
and with invocation of the Lord 
of hoſts, may conntervatl the 
' maſſroe armor of the uncircum- 
ciſed 
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ciſed Philiſtin. 41d may that 
God Tho loves to magnifie his 
power in weakneſs, give it the 


hike ſucceſs. 
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Of the Uſe of Speech. 


'H AN at his firſt creation was 
{ubſtituted by God as his 
Vice-gerent, to receive thc 


homage, and enjoy the ſervices of all 
inferior beings : nay farther , was en- 
dowed with excellencies fit to- main- 
tain the port of fo vaſt an empire. Yet 
thoſe very excellencics, as they quali- 
fied him for dominion, ov they untitted 

A {im 
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him for a ſatisfaction or acquieſcence in 
thoſe his vaſlals : the dignity of his na- 
ture ſet him above the ſociety or con- 
verſe of mere animals : ſo that 1 all the 
pomp of his rotalty, amidſt all the throng 
and variety of creatures,he ſtill remain'd 
ſolitary. But God, who knew what an 
appetite of ſociety he had implanted in 
him, judged this no agreeable ſtate for 
him, Jt ts not meet that man ſhould be a- 
lone, Gen, 2.18, And as in the uniyer- 
{al frame of nature, he ingraffed fuch an 
abhorrence of yacuity, that all creatures 
do rather ſubmit to a preternatural mo- 
tion than admit it ; ſo, in this empty, this 
deſtitute condition of man , he relieved 
him by a miraculous expedient, divided 
him that he might unite him, and made 
one part of him an aſlociate for the 0- 
ther. 

2, NerTaeR did God take this carc 
to provide him a companion, mecerly tor 
the entercourſes of ſenſc : had that bin 
the ſole aim, there needed no new pro- 
duCtions, there were ſenſitive creatures 
enough : the deſign was to entertain his 
noblcr principle, his reaſon, with a morc 
cqual converſe, aflign him an intimate, 
hob intellet as much correſponded 

with 
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with his, as did the outward form, whoſe 
heart,according to Solomons reſemblance, 
anſwered his, as mm water face anſwers 
face. Prov. 27. 19, with whom he might 
communicate minds, trathc and enter- 
change all the notions and ſentiments of 
a reaſonable ſoul. 

3. Bur tho there were this ſympathy 
in their ſublimer part which diſpoſed 
them to the moſt intimate union ; yet 
there was a cloud of fleſh in the way 
which intercepted their mutual view,nay 
permitted no intelligence between them, 
other than by the mediation of ſome or- 
gan equally commenſurate to ſoul and 
body. And to this purpoſe the infinite 
wiſdom of God ordained ſpeech ; which 
as it 15a ſound reſulting from the moda- 
lation of the air, has moſt afhnity to the 
ſpirit, but as it 1s uttered by the tongue, 
has immediate cognation with the body, 
and ſo 1s the fitteſt inſtrument to manage 
a commerce between the rational yet in- 
viſible powers of human ſouls cloathed in 
fleſh. 

4. Axp as we have reaſon to admire 
the exccllency of this contrivance, ſo 
have we to applaud the extenſivenels of 
the benefit. From this it 1s we derive all 

A 2 the 
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the advantages of ſociety : without this 
men oi the nearelt neighbourhood would 
have ſignified no more to each other than 
our Anttipodes now do to us. All our 
arts and ſcienccs for the accommodati- 
on of this life, had remain d only a rude 
Chaos in their firſt matter,had not ſpeech 
by a mutual comparing ot notions rang- 
cd them into order. By this it 1s we can 
g1vc one anothcr notice of our wants, 
and ſolicit relict; by this we interchang- 
ably communicate adviccs,reproots, con- 
{olations , all the neceſlary aids of hu- 
man unbecillity. This 1s that which poſ- 
ſefIes us of the molt valuable blefting of 
human lite , I mean friendſhip, which 
could no more have been contracted a- 
monglt dumb men, than it can between 
pictures and ſtatues. Nay farther to this 
we ow 1n a great degree the interclts 
even of our ſpiritual being, all the oral, 
vca and written revelations too of Gods 
will: tor had there bin no language there 
lad bin no writing. And tho we mult not 
pronounce tow tar God might have evi- 
denced humſelt co mankind by unmediate 
inſpiration of every individual, yet we 
mav ſately reſt in the apoſtles inference 
Rom. 10. 14. How ſhall they believe in 


him 
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him of whom they have not heard, and how 
ſhall they hear without a preacher ? 

5. From all theſe excellent uſes of it 
in reſpe& of man , we may collect ano- 
ther in relation to God,that 1s, the prazſ- 
ing and magnifying his goodnels, as for all 
other cfteCts of his bounty, ſo particular- 
ly that he hath given us language, and all 
the conſequent advantages of it. This 1s 
the juſt inference of the ſon of Syrach 
Ecclul. 51. 22. The Lord hath gzven me a 
tongue , and 1 will praiſe him therewith, 
This 1s the ſacrifice which God calls for 
{o often by the prophets, the calves of our 
lips, which anſwers to all the oblations 
eut of the herd, and which the apoſtle 
makes equivalent to thoſe of the floor and 
wine-preſs allo, Heb. 13. 15. The frutt of 
our lips, grving thanks to his name. To this 
we frequently find the pſalmilt exciting 
both himſelf and others, Awake «up my 
glory, I will grve thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
among the people , and 1 will ſing unto thee 
among the nations, Plal. 57. 8, 9. And, 0 
praiſe the Lord with me, and let us magnify 
his name together, Plal. 34. 3. And indeed 
whoever obſerves that excellent maga- 
Zine of devotion, the book of Pſalms, 
ſhall find that the /auds make up a very 
oreat part of 1t, 6. By 
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6. By what hath bin ſaid, we may de- 
fine what are the grand uſes of ſpeech , 
v1z. the glorifying of God, and the be- 
nefiting of men. And this helps us to 
an infallible teſt by which to try our 
words. For fince every thing 1s ſo far ap- 
provable as it anſwers the cnd of its be- 
ing, what part ſoever of our diſcourſes a- 
grees not with the primitive ends of 
{pecch, will not hold weight in the ba- 
lance of the ſantuary, It will therefore 
nearly concern us to enter upon this 
ſcrutiny, to bring our words to this 
touch-ſtone: for tho in our depraved 
eſtimate the eloquence of language 1s 
more regarded then the innocence, tho 
we think our words vaniſh with the 
breath that utters them , yet they be- 
come records in Gods Court, are laid 
up in his archives as witneſſes cither 
for, or againſt ns: for he who 1s truth 
it felt hath told us, that by thy words 
thou ſhalt be juſtified, and h words 
thou ſhalt be condemned, Matt. 12. 37. 
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Of the manifold c Abuſe of 
es - 


'P ND now fince the original de- 

ligns of ſpeaking. are ſo noble, 
{o advantageous, one would be apt to 
conclude no rational creature would be 
remted to pervert them, fince tis fure he 
can ſubſtitute none tor them , that can 
equally conduce, either to his honor, or 
intereſt. 

2. YET experience (that great baftler 
of ſpeculation) aſſures us the thing 1s too 
poſhble, and brings in all ages matter of 
tact to contute our {uppoſitions. So lia- 
ble alas! is ſpeech to be depraved,that the 
Scripture deſcribes it as the ſource of all 
our other deprayation.Original fin came 
firlt out at the mouth by ſpeaking,betore 
it entred in by cating. The firſt uſe we 
hind Eve to have made of her language, 
was to enter parly with the tempter, and 
trom that to become a temter to her hul- 
band. And unmediatly upon the tall,guil- 
tv Adam framcs hs tongue to a trivolous 
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excuſe, which was much leſs able to cover 
his fin then the fig-leaves were his naked- 
neſs. And as in the intancy of the firſt 
world, the tongue had licked up the ve- 
nim of the old ſerpent, ſo neither could 
the deluge waſh it off in the ſecond. No 
ſooner was that ſmall colony ( where- 
with the depopulated earth was to be re- 
planted) come forth of the ark, but we 
meet with Cham a delator to his own fa- 
ther, inviting his brethren to that execra- 
ble ſpectacle of their parents nakedneſs. 
3. Nox did this only run in the blood 
of that accurſed perſon ; the holy ſeed was 
not totally free from its infection, even 
the Patriarchs themſelves were not ex- 
emt. Abraham uſed a repeated collufion 
in the caſe of his wife, and expoſed his 
own integrity to preſerve her chaſtity. 
Iſaac the heir of his bleſſing, was ſon of 
his infirmity alſo,and acted over the ſame 
{cene upon Kebecca's account. Facob ob- 
tain'd his fathers blefling by a flat lie. S:- 
meon and Leu: ſpake not only falſly, but 
infidioully, nay hypocritically, abuſing at 
. once their proſelytes, and their religion, 
for the efteCting their cruel deſigns upon 
the Shechemtes. Moſes tho a man of an un- 
parallel d meckneſs, yet ſbake unaderſedly 


with 
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with hy lips, Pal. 106. 33. David utter- 
ed a bloody vow againſt Nadal, ſpake 
words ſmoother then oil to Uriah, when he 
had done him one injury, and defign'd 
him another. Twere endleſs to reckon up 
thoſe ſeveral inſtances the old Teſtament 
g1ves us of theſe lapſes of the tongue : 
neither want there divers in the new ; 
tho there 1s one of 1o much horror, as ſu- 
perſedes the naming more, 1 mean that 
of St. Peter in his reiterated abjuring his 
Lord, acrime which (abſtracted trom the 
intention ) ſeems worſe than that of F- 
aas : that traitor owned his relation, cri- 
ed, Maſter, Maſter, even when he betraied 
him, ſo that had he been meaſnred only 
by his tongue , he might have paſt for 

the better . 75H 
4. THESE are fad inſtances, not re- 
corded to patronize the fin, but to ex- 
cite our caution. It was a politic infe- 
rence of the elders of Iſrael in the caſe of 
Fehu? Behold two kings ſtood not before 
him, how then ſhall we ſtand? 2 Kin 10. 4. 
And we may well apply it to this; at per- 
ſons of ſo circumſpect a piety , have bin 
thus overtaken, what ſecurity can there 
be for our retchleſs oſcitancy ? if thoſe 
who kept their mouths as it were with a 
B bridle 
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bridle, Pſal.-39. 1. could not alwaivs Pre- 
ſerve them i mnocent, . to what guilts may 
not our unreſtrained licentious tongues 
hurry us ? Thoſe which, as the Pfalmitt 
ſpeaketh Pfal.73. 9. go thro the world, are m 
that unbounded range very likely to meet 
with him who walks the ſame round, 
Fob 2. 2. and by him be tuned and ſect to 
lis key, be ſcrued and wretted from their 
proper uſe, and made ſubſcrvient to his 
vilelt defigns, 

5. Axb would God this were only a 
probable ſuppoſition ! but alas experience 
ſupplants the uſe of conjecture in the 
point : we'do not only preſume it may 
be ſo, but actually find it 1s {o. For amidit 
the univerſal depravation of our faenltics, 
there 1s none more notorious than that of 
{pcech. Whither ſhall we turn us to find 
It in 1ts priſtine integrity ? Amudlt that 
infinity of words in which we exhautt our 
breath , how tew arc there which do at 
all correſpond with the original defigna- 
tion'of fpcech; nay which do nor tl; larly 
contradict it > To what unholy, uncha- 
ritable purpoſes is that uſctul taculty per- 
verted 2 That which was meant to {crvc 
as the perfume of the tabernacle, to ſcnd 
up the incenſes of praiſes and praters, 

now 
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now exhales in umnpious vapors, to ecliple 
if it were pothble, the Father of light. 
That which ſhould be the ſtorc-houle of 
relict and retreſhment to our brethren, 1s 
become a magazine of all offenſive wea- 
pons againlt them, ſpears and arrows and 
ſharp ſwords, as the plalmilt often phraſes 
it. We do not only fall by the thppert- 
neſs of our tongues, but we dcliberate- 
ly diſcipline and train them to miſchict. 
We bend our tonguer as our bows for les, 
as the prophet {peaks, Fer. 9. 3. And, in 
a word, what God athrmed oft the-old 
world in relation to thoughts, 1s too ap- 
plable to our words, they. are evil and 
that continually, Gen. 6. 5. and that which 
was intended for the inſtrument , the aid 
of human ſociety, 18 become the diſtur- 
ber, the peſt of it. 

6. I ſhall not attemt a particular di{- 
cuflion of all the vices of the tongue:: ut 
doth indeed pals all Geography to draw 
an exact Map of that world of 1yquay, as 
St. Fames calls it. I ſhall only draw the 
greater lincs,and diſtribute 1t intoatsprin- 
cipal and more eminent parts, whach arc 
diſtinguiſhable as they relate ro God, /our 
Neighbour, and our-ſclves; in each of 
which I ſhall rather make an eflay by 

Þ 2 way 
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way of inſtance , then attemt an exact 
cnuntration or ſurvey, 


SECT. II. 
Of e Atheiſlical Diſcourſe. 


] Begin with thoſe which relate to 
God; this poor deſpicable member 
the tongue being of ſuch a gigantic inſo- 
lence thonot hze, as even to make war 
with heaven. 'Tis true every difordercd 
{ſpeech doth remotely ſo,as it is a vialati- 
tion of God's law ; but now I ſpeak only 
of thoſe which as it were attaque his per- 
ſon, and immedaatcly fly in the face of 
Omnipotency.In the higheſt rank of theſe 
we may well place all atheiftical diſcourſe, 
which is that bold ſort of rebellion,which 
ftrikes not only at his authority, but him- 
ſelf. Other blaſphemies level ſomeat one 
attribute , ſome another ; but this by a 
more compendious impicty , ſhoots at 
his very being, and as if it ſcorn'd thoſe 
prece-meal guilts, ſets up a fingle monſter 
big enough to deyour them all; for all in- 


ferior 
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ferior profaneneſs is as much out-dared 
by atheiſm, as 1s religion it ſelf. 

2, T1ME was when the inveighing a- 
gainſt this, would have bin thought a very 
 1mpertinent ſubject in a Chriſtian nation, 
and men would have replied upon me as 
the Spartan Lady did, when ſhe was ask'd 
what was the puniſhment for adultereſles, 
There are no ſuch things here. Nay even 
amongſt 'the moſt barbarous people , ' it 
could have concerned but ſome few 
ſingle perſons ; no numbers, much leſs ſo- 
cieties of men, having ever excluded the 
belief of a Deity. And perhaps it may at 
this day concern them as little as cyer; for 
amidſt the various deities and worſhips 
of thoſe remoter nations, we have 'yet 
no account of any that renounce all. "Tis 
only our lighthath ſo blinded us : ſo that 
God may upbraid us - as he did m_— 
Hath a nation _ therr gods whic 
yet are no gods? my people have 
changed thewr glory for that which doth 
not profit, Jer. 2. 11. This madneſs is now 
the incloture, the peculiarity of thoſe 
who by their names and inſtitution 
ſhould be Chriftians : as if that natural a- 
phoriſm, That when things are at the herght 
they muſt fall again , had place here alfo, 


and 
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and-our being of the moſt excellent,molt 
elevated religion, were but the prepara- 
tive:to our being of none. 

3. T 1s indeed deplorable to ſ{ce, how 
the. profeſſors .of no God begin to vie 
numbers with all the different per{waſtons: 
inreligion, 1ſo that atheiſm feems to be 
the —_— that finally ſwallows up all our 
ſects. It has ſtruck on a ſudden mto ſuch 
a reputation, that it ſcorns any longer to 
{culk, but owns it {elf more publickly 
tham moſt men. dare do the - contrary: 
'Tx ſet down inthe ſeat of the -ſcorner, 
and fince it cannatargue,reſfplyes to laugh 
all-piety out of countenance; and having 
ſeized the mint, nothing ſhall paſs for wit 
that bath not its ſtamp, and with at there 
15no metal of -{o- baſe an alloy, but lhall 
2Q Current, |, .Eyery the. dulleſt creature 
that can but: {toutly diſclaun its: maker; 
has by it ſufficiently ſecured its title to 1n- 
genuity ; and.{uch_ meaſures being once 
eſtabliſhed, no'wonder at its fholes of pro- 
lelytes, when ut gives on the ane hand l1i- 
cence to all ſenſual ordinancies, permits 
them to be 4s much beaſts as they will, or 
can; and yet tells them on the other,that 
they are the more men tor it,'Sare 'tis not 
{travge that a hook thus doubly baited 

ſhould 
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ſhould catch many. Either of thoſe al- 
lurements fingle,we 1ee,has force enough. 
The charms of ſenſuality are {o faicina- 
ting, that eyen thoſe who belicye another 
world , and the ſevere revenges that wall 
there attend their luxuries, yet chule to 
take them in preſent with all the diſmal 
reverſions. And then, ſure i cannot but 
be very good news to {uch an one to: be 
told , that that after-reckoning 1s but a 
tallc alarm, and his great willingnels to 
have it true, will eafly incline him to 
believe it is ſo. And doubtleſs were athe- 
iſm traced up to its firſt cauſes, thus 
would be tound the moſt operative ; 'tis 
ſo convenient tor a man that will have 
no God to controll or rcſtrain him, to 
have none to puniſh him neuher ; thai 
that utility paſles into argument , and he 
will rather put a cheat upon Jus underttan- 
ding by concluding there 1s no future 
account , than leave ſuch a [ting in Tus 
pleaſures, as the remembrance of it mult 
necds prove. This {cems to be the ort- 
g1nal and firlt riſc of this unpiety, ut being 
impoſlible for any man that ſees the 
whole, nay but the ſmalleſt part of the 
univerſe, to doubt of a firlt and ſupreme 
Being, until from the con{cioulnels of 
I1is 
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his provocations, 1t become his intereſt 
there ſhould be none. 

4. Tris is indeed, conſidering the de- 
pravation of the world, a pretty faſt te- 
nure for atheiſm to hold by ; yet it has 
of late twifted its cord, and got that o- 
ther ſtring to its bow we before mention- 
ed. Its bold monopolizing of wit and 
reaſon compells, as the other invited 
men. This we may indeed call the devyils 
preſs,bywhich he hath filled up his troops: 
men are afraid of being reproched tor fil- 
ly and irrational, in giving themſelves up 
toa blind belief of what they do not ſee. 
And this bugbear frights them from their 
religion; reſolving they will be no fools for 
Chriſts ſake, x Cor. 4.10. I dare appeal 
to the breaſts of many in this age,whether 
this have not bin one of the moſt preva- 
lent temtations with them to eſpoulſe the 
renct : and tho perhaps they art firſt took 
itup, only in their own defence, for 
fear of being thought fools, yet that 
fear ſoon converts into ambition of be- 
ins thought wits. They do not ſatisfy 
themſelves with deſerting their religi- 
on, unleſs they revile it alſo ; remem- 
bring how themſclves were laught out of 


1t, they eſſay to do the like by others. on 
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ſo zealous propugncrs are they of their 
negative Creed, that they are umportu- 
nately diligent to inſtruct men in it, 
and 1n all the little {ophittrics and colors 
for detending 1t : ſo that he that would 
meaſure their opinions by their induſtry, 
and the remuſinels ot behevers, would 
certainly think that the great intereſt of 
eternity lay wholly on their fide. Yet I 
take not thus for any argument of the 
confidence of thus perſwafion , but the 
contrary : for we know they are not the 
ſecure, but the deſperate undertakings, 
wherem men are molt deftirous of part- 
ners, and there is ſomewhat of horror in 
an uncouth way , which makes men un- 
willing to trav el italone. 

5. THe truth is, tho theſe men {peak 
big, and preſcribe as pohtively to cheir 
pupils, as it they had ſome counter-reve- 
lation to confute thoſe of Moſes and 
Chriſt, yet were their ſecret thoughts laid 
open, there would ſcarce be found the 
like aſſurance there.I will not {ay to what 
reprobate ſenſe ſome particular perſons 
may have provoked God to dehver them, 
but 1n the generality ,, 1 believe one may 
athrm, that there is feldom an infidclity 
lo ſanguine as to exclude all tears. Their 

C molt 
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molt bold Theſis , That there is no God, 
no judgment, no hell, is often met with 
an inward tremulous Hypotheſis, What 
it there be? 1 dare in this remit me to 
themſclvecs, and challenge ( not their con- 
ſciences, who profeſs to have none, but) 
their natural ingenuity to ſay , whether 
they have not ſometimes ſuch damps 
and ſhiverings within them. 1t they ſhall 
ſay, that theſe are butthe reliques of prc- 
poſſcſhon and cducation , which their 
rcaſon ſoon diflipatcs : Let me then ask 
them farther, whether they would not 
give a conſiderable ſum to be infallibly 
aſcertained there were no ſuch thing. 
Now no ſcnſible man would give a far- 
thing to be ſccured trom a thing which 
his reaſon tells him 1s 1mpoſhble ; there- 
fore it they would give any thing ( as 1 
dare ſay they themſclves cannot deny 
that thev would ) tis a tacite demonſtra- 
tion that they are not ſo ſure as they pre- 
tend to be. 

6. I might here join 1ſue upon the 
whole, and prcſs them with the unreaſo- 
nablencſs, the difingenuouſneſs of em- 
bracing a proteſſhon to which their own 
hcarts have an inward relu&ance , nay 
the imprudence of governing their hives 

by 
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by that poſition , which for oug oht they 
know may be ( nay they actually fear 1s) 
falſe, and if it be , mult inevitably im- 
merle them in endleſs ruin. But I muſt 
remember my deſign limits me only to 
the faults of the tongue , and therctore 

I muſt not follow this chaſe beyond 
thoſ bounds. 1 ſhall only extend it to 
my proper ſubject, that of atherſtical 
talk, wherein they make as mad an ad- 
venture as in any other of their e1 r- 
mons praCtices, nay perhaps in lome re- 
ſpeCts a worle. 

7. In the firlt place 'tis to be confider- 
ed, that if there be a God, he, as well 
as men, may be provoked by our words as 
well as deeds. Secondly 'tis poſlible he 
may be more. Our ill deeds may be done 
upon a vchement 1npulſe of temtation ; 
ſome profit or pleaſure may tranſport and 
hurry us ; and they may at lealt hayethis 
alleviation, that we did them to pleaſe 
or advantage our ſelves, not to ſpight 
God. But "atheiſtical words cannot be {© 
palliated : they are arrows directly thot 
againſt heaven, and can come out of no 
quiver but malice ; for tis certain there 
never was man that ſaid, there was no 
God, but he wiſhed it firit. We know 

C2 what 
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what an enhancement our in' "ries to each 
other receive from their beins malicious : 
and ſure they will do ſo much more to 
God, whoſc principal demand from us 1s, 
that we vive him our heart. But third- 
ly this 1: mplicth a malice of the higheſt 
fort. Human ſpight 1s uſually contined 
within ſome bounds, aims ſometimes at 
the goods, ſometunes at the fame, at 
moſt bur at the life of our neizhbour ; but 
here is an accumulation of all thole, 
backd with the molt prodigious inſo- 
lence. Tis God only that has power of 
annihilation, and we ( vile worms ) ſcek 
here to ſteal that incommunaicable right, 
and retort it upon himſclt,and by an anti- 
creative power would anmake him who 
has made ns. Nay laſtly, by this we have 
notonly the utmoſt guilt of ſingle rebels, 
but we become ring-leaders alſo , draw 
in others to that accur ſed aſſociation: tor 
tis only this liberty of diſcourſe that hath 
proparated atherſm, "The devil might 
perhaps by inward ſuggeſtions have 
drawn 1n here and there a ſingle proſc- 
lyte ; but he could never have Jad {uch 
numbers, had he not uſed ſome as de- 
'C5 tO enſnare others. 
$8. Anb now let the brisk atherſt a 
Intle 
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little conſider , what theſe aggravations 
will amount to. "Twas good counſel was 
given tothe Athenians,zzz.to be very ſure 
Philip was dead , betore they exprelled 
their joy at his death,leſt they might find 
him alive to revenge that haſty triumph. 
And the like I may give to theſe men: Let 
them be very ſure there 1s no God, be- 
fore they preſume thus to defie him, lelt 
they find him at laſt aflert his being in 
their deſtruction. Certainly nothing leſs 
than a demonſtration can jultity the rea- 
ſonablencels of fuch a daring. And when 
they can produce that, they have io tar 
outgone all the comprehenfions of man- 
kind, they may well challenge the liberty 
ot their tongue, and ſay , They are therr 
own, who is Lord over them, Plal. 12. 4. 

9. BUT till this be done, twere well 
thev would ſoberly ballance the hazards 
of this liberty with the gains of it. The 
hazards are of the molt dreadiul kind, 
the gains of the ſlighteſt : rhe molt 1s 
but a vain applauſe ot wit tor an impious 
jelt, or of realon for a deep conhderer ; 
and yet even for that they mult incroach 
on the devils right too, who 1s common- 
ly the promter, and therefore it there be 
any credit in it, may jultly challenge it. 

Indeed 
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Indeed 'tis to be feard he will at aſt 
prove the maſter-wit, when as for thoſe 
little loans he makes them , he gets their 
ſouls in mortgage. Would God they 
would conſider betimcs , what a woful 
rallery that will be, which for ought 
they know may cnd in gnaſoing of teeth, 

10. Tae ncxt impiety of the tongue 
is ſwearing , that fooliſh fin which plaics 
the Platonic to damnation , and courts 
it purely for its felt, without any of the 
appendant allurements which other fins 
have : a vicc,which for its guilt may juſti- 
fy the ſharpeſt, and for its cuſtomarineſs 
the frequenteſt inveftives which can be 
made againlt it. But it has been aſtaulted 
ſo often by better pens, and has ſhewed 
it ſelf ſo much proof againſt all homily, 
thay it is as necdleſs as diſcouraging a 
task for me to attemt it. "Tis indced a 
thing taken up ſo perfealy without all 
ſale that 'tis the leſs wonder to find 1t 
maintain it ſclt upon the ſame principle 
'tis founded, and continuc in the ſame 
defiance to reaſon wherein it began, 

11. ALL therefore that I (hall fay con- 
cerning it, 1s to expreſs my wonder how 
it has made a ſhift to twiſt it ſelf with the 
former fin of Atheiſm, by which ac- 

cording 
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cording to all rules of reaſoning it ſeems 
to be ſuperſeded : and yet we ſee none 
own God more in their oaths, than thoſe 
that diſavow him in their other diſcourſe. 
Nay ſuch men {wear not only to ſwell 
their lan e, and make it ſound more 
full and bluſtring ; but even when they 
moſt deſire to be believed. What an abſur- 
dity of wickedneſs 1s this ? Is therea God 
to ſwear by, and 1s there none to believe 
in, none to pray to ? ;'We call it frenzy 
to ſce a man fight with a ſhadow ; but 
ſure it is more ſo to invoke it. Why 
then do theſe men of reaſon make ſuch 
ſolemn appeals ( for ſuch every oath 1s) 
to a mere chimera and phantaſm ? It 
would make one think they had ſome 
inward belicf of a deity, which they 
upon ſurprizal thus blurt out : 1t it argue 
not this, it does ſomething worſe , and 
becomes an evidence how much the ap- 
pearance of a fin recommends it to them, 
that they thus catch at it , without exa- 
mining how 1t will conſiſt with another 
they like better. Theſe are indeed whole- 
ſale chapmen to Satan, that do not truck 
and barter one crime for another,but take 
the whole herd : and tho by reaſon of 
their diſagreeing kinds they are apt to 

gore 


24 The Government of the Tongue. 


——C— — —— — —— _ 
m_ — _— — 


gore and worry cach other ; yet he (till, 
keeps up his old policy , and will not let 
one deyil caſt out another. A league 
ſhall be made between the moſt diſcor- 
dant fins, and there ſhall be a God, or 
there ſhall be none, according as oportu- 
nity ſerves to provoke him : fo afſum- 
ing to himlclt a power which even omni- 

e diſclaims, the reconciling contra» 
dictions. And he ſuccceds in it as far as 
his concern reaches: for tho he cannot 
ſolve the repugnancics in reaſon , yet as 
long as he can unitethe fins in mens pra» 
Rice, he has his dehgn ; nay has at once 
the gain and the {port of tooling theſe 
great pretenders to ratiocination. 

12. A third ſort of unpious diſcourſe 
there 1s,whuch yet is bottom don the moſt 
ſacred, I mean thole protanc paraphra- 
ſes that are uſually made upon the holy 
text, many making it the ſubject of their 
cavils, and others of their murth. Some do 
it out of the former atherſtical principle, 
and I cannot but confeſs they act conlo- 
nantly to themiclves in it, for 'tis but a 
needtul artifice for men to dilparage thoſe 
teſtunonics, which they tear may be 
brought againlt them.But there are others 
who notonly profeſs a God, but allo own 

the 


SecT. II. Of Atherſtical Diſcourſe. 25 
the ſacred Scripture tor his word, and 
yet ule it as courlly as the others. And 
theſe.I confels, are riddles of profancneſs, 
that hang, as ſome have pictured Solo- 
mon, between heaven and hell, borrow 
the chriſtians faith, and the athezſts 
drollery upon it: and tis hard to ſay in 
which they are more in earneſt, It 1s 
indeed ſcandalous to ſee , to what deſpi- 
cable uſcs thoſe holy oracles are put : ſuch 
as ſhould a heathen obſerve, he would 
little ſuſpect them to be own d by us as 
the rule of our religion , and could ne- 
ver think they were ever mcant for any 
thing beyond a whet-ſtone for wit. One 
tries his logic upon them, and objects 
to the ſenſe ; another his Rhetoric, and 
quarrels at the phraſe ; a third his con- 
triyvance, and thinks he could have wo- 
ven the parts with a better contexture : 
never conſidering, that unleſs they could 
confute the divinity of their original, all 
theſe accuſations are nothing clle but di- 
rec blaſphemy, the making God ſuch ar 
one as themſelves, Plal. 5o. 21. and charg- 
ing him with thoſe detects which are 
indeed their own, They want learning or 
induſtry to ſound the depth of thoſe ſa- 
cred treaſures, and therefore they decry 
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the Scripture as mean and poor; and to 
juſtify their own wiſdom, diſpute God's, 
This is as if the mole ſhould complain 
the ſun is dark , becauſe he dwells under 
ground, and ſees not his ſplendor. Men 
are indeed in all inſtances apt to ſpeak 
ill of all things they underſtand not , but 
in none more than this. Their ignorance 
of local cuſtoms, idioms of language, 
and ſeveral other circumſtances, renders 
them incompetent judges, ( as has bin 
excellently evinced by a late Author. ) 
'Tw1ll therefore befit them, either to qua- 
lify themſelves better , or to ſpare their 
—_— But upon the whole, I think 
I mayFhallenge any ingenuous man, to 
produce any writing of that antiquity, 
whoſe phraſe and genius 1s ſo accommo- 
datcd to all ſuccetſions of ages. Styles 
and ways of addreſs we know grow ob- 
ſolete , and are almoſt antiquated as gar- 
ments : and yet after ſo long a tract of 
time, the Scripture mult ( by confider- 
ing men) be confeſt to ſpeak not only 
properly , but often politely and cele- 
gantly to the preſent age : a great argu- 
ment that it 1s the diftate of him that 
is, The ſame yeſterday, te day , and for 
ever, Heb. 13.8. 

13. BuT 
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13, BUT beſides theſe more ſolemn 
traducers, there are a lighter ludicrous 
ſort of profaners, who ute the Scripture 
as they do odd ends of plays, to fur- 
niſh out their jeſts ; cloath all rheir lit- 
tle impertinent conceits in it's language, 
and debaſe it by the mixture of ſuch mi- 
ſerable trifles, as themſelves would be a- 
ſhamed of, were they not heightned and 
inſpirited by that protaneneſs. A bible- 
phraſe ſerves them in diſcourſe as th: 
haut-goulſt do's in dyet, to give a rel ſh 
to the molt infipid ſtuff, al. were it not 
tor this magazine, a great many men's 
rallery would want ſupphes : for there 
arc divers who make agreat noiſe of wit, 
that would be very mute, if this one To- 
pic were barrd them. And indecd it 
ſeems a tacite conteſlion, that they have 
little of their own, when they are fain 
thus to commut ſacrilege to drive on 
the trade. But ſure 'tis a pitiful pre- 
tence to ingenuity that can be thus kept 
up, there being little necd of any other 
faculty but memory to be able to cap 
Texts. 1 am ſure ſuch repetitions out 
of other books would be thought pedan- 
tic and filly. How ridiculous would a 
man be, that ſhould alwaics enterlard = 
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diſcourſe with fragments of Horace, or 
Virgil , or the aphoriſms of Pythagoras, 
or Seneca? Now tis too evident, that 
it 15 not from any ſupcrlative eſteem of 
ſacred writ, that 1t 1s ſo often quoted: 
and why ſhould it then be thought a 
ſpecimen of wit to do 1t there, when tis 
folly 1n other inſtances ? The truth 1s, 
'tis ſo much the reſerve of thoſe whocan 
give no better teltimony of their parts, 
that methinks upon that very ſcore it 
ſhould be given over by thoſe that can. 
And furc were 1t poſhible for any thing 
that 13 ſo bad to grow untaſhionable, the 
world has had enough of this to be cloy- 
ed with it: but how tond ſoever men are 
of this divertiſement, twill finally prove 
that mrth Solomon ſpeaks of, which ends 
m lieavineſs , Prov. 14. 13. for certainly 
whether we ecſtunate it according to hu- 
mane or divine meaſures,it muſt be a high 
provocation of God, 

14. LeT any of us but put the caſe in 
our own perſons : ſuppoſe we had writ- 
ten toa friend, toadvertiſe him of things 
of the greatelt importance to himſelf, 
had given him ample and exact inſtru- 
Ctions, back'd them with carneſt exhorta- 
tions and conjurmgs not to negle& his 
Own 
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.own concern, and laſtly enforced all 
with the moſt moving expreſſions of kind- 
neſs and tenderneſs to him : ſuppoſe, I 
ſay, that after all this, the next news 
we ſhould hear of that letter, were to 
have it put in doggrel rhime, to be made 
ſport for the rabble, or at the beſt have 
the moſt eminent phraſes of 1t pickt out 
and made a common by-word : I would 
fain know how any of us would reſent 
{uch a mixture of ingratitude and contu- 
mely. I think I need make no minute 
application. The whole defign of the 
Bible dos ſufficiently anſwer, nay out- 
go the firlt part of the paralcel, and God 
knows our vile uſage of it do's too much 
(1 fear too literally) adapt the latter. 
And it we think the aont too baſe 
for one of us, can we believe God will 
take 1t in good part ? That were to make 
him not only more ſtupid than any man, 
but as much ſo as the heathen 1dols, that 
have eyes and ſee not : Pſal. 15. 5. And 
tis ſure the higheſt madneſs in the world, 
for any man that believes that there is a 
God, to imagine he will finally fit down 

by ſuch uſage. 
15, BuT it we weigh it in the ſcale of 
rehgton ; the crime will yer appear m_ 
1CI- 
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heinous. Mere natural piety has taught 
men to receive the reſponſes of their 
gods with all poſſible veneration. What 
applications had the Delphtc oracle from 
all parts, and from all ranks of men? 
What confidence had they un 1ts pre- 
diction, and what obedience did they 
pay to its advice? If we look next into 
the Moſaical oeconomy , we ſhall ſec 
with what dreadful ſolemnities that law 
was promulged , what an awful reve- 
rence was paid to the mount whence 1t 
iſſued, how it was fenced from any 
rude intruſions either of men or beaſts : 
and after 1t was written in tables, all 
the whole equipage of the Tabernacle, 
was deſigned only for its more decent 
repoſitory, the Ark it ſelf receiving its 
value only from what it had in cuſtody. 
Yea ſuch a hallowing influence had it, 
as transfuſed a relative ſanity even to 
the meaneſt utenſils, none of which were 
after to be put to common uſes: the very 
perfume was ſo peculiar and ſacred, 
that it was a capital crime to imitate 
the compoſition. Afterwards when morc 
of the divine revelations were committed 
to writing , the Jews were ſuch ſcrupu- 
lous reyerers of it, that 'twas the buſineſs 
of 
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of the Maſorites , to number not only 
the ſetions and lines, but even the 
words and letters of the old Teſtament, 
that by that exact calculation they might 
the better ſecure it from any ſurreptitious 
practices. 

16. AND ſure the new Teſtament is 
not of leſs concern than the old : nay the 
apoſtle aſſerts it to be of tar greater, and 
which we ſhall be more accountable tor, 
For rf the word ſpoken by angels were ſted- 
faſt , and every tranſereſſuon and aiſobed:- 
ence recerved a juſt recompence ; how ſhall 
we eſcape if we negleft ſo great ſalvation, 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken to us 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them that heard him? Heb. 2. 2. 3, 
And it 1s in another place the inference 
of the ſame Apoltle, trom the exccllency 
of the Goſpel above the Law, that we 
thould ſerve God acceptably with reve- 
rence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28. And 
certainly 'tis but an ill clay of that reve- 
rence and godly tear, to uſe that very 
goſpel 1o irreverently and ungodlily as 
men now do. It we pals from the apo« 
ſtolic to the next ſucceeding ages of the 
church , we find the primitive chriſtt- 
ans looked on their Bibles as ther moſt 
11nportant 
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important treaſure. Such was the out- 
ward reſpects they paid to them, ( of 
which the ſtanding up at the reading of 
the goſpel, ſtill in uſe among us, 1s a taint 
memorial) that the heathen perſecutors 
made it one part of their examination 
of the chriſtians brought to their tribu- 
nals, What thoſe books were which they 
adored while they read them ? Such was 
their intimate efteem, that they expoſed 
all things elſe to the rapine of their ene- 
mics,{o they might ſecure thoſe volumes. 
Nor was this only an heroic piece of 
zeal in ſome, but indiſpenſably required 
of all : inſomuch that when in the heat 
of perſccution, they were commanded 
tO Li up their Bibles to be burnt, the 
Church gave no indulgence for that ne- 
ceſlity of the times, but exhorted men 
rather to deliver up their lives : and thoſe 
whoſe courage faiied them in the en- 
counter , were not only branded by the 
infamons name of Traaztors, but ſepara- 
ted from the communion of the taithtul, 
and not re-admitted till after many years 
of the ſcvcreſt penance. 

17. I havegiven this briet narration, 
with a defire that the reader will com- 
parc the praCtice of former tunes with 

$ thoſe 
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thoſe of the preſent, and ſec what he 
can find either among Heathens, Jews, 
or Chriſtians, that can at all patronize 
our protanencls. There was no reſpect 
thought too much for the falſe oracles of 
a faller God; and yct we think no con- 
temts too great for thoſe of the true. The 
moral Law was ſo ſacred to the Jews, that 
no parts of its remotecſt retinue , thoſe 
ceremonial attendants were to be lookt 
on as common : and we who arc equally 
obliged by that law , laugh at that by 
which we mult one day be judoed. The 
ritual, the preceptive , the prophetic, 
and all other parts of facred writ, were 
moſt equlouſly, molt religioully guard- 
ed by them: and we look upon them 
as a winter nights tale, from which to 
fetch matter of ſport and merriment 
Laſtly, the firſt Chriſtians paid a venc- 
ration to, nay facrificd their lives to 
reicuc their Bibles from the unworthy 
uſage of the heathens, and wc our ſclves 
expoſe them to worſe: they would but 
have burnt them, we ſcorn and vility 
them,and outvy even the perſccutors ma- 
lice with onr contemr. Thele are miſeras- 
ble antitheſes; yet this God knows 1s 
the caſe with roo many. 1 wonder what 

Bb: new 
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new ſtatc of felicity hercafter theſe men 
have fancied to themſelves : for ſure 
they cannot think theſe retrograde ſteps 
can ever bring them ſo much as to the 
heathens Elyfum , much leſs the Chri- 
{tzans Heaven. 

18. IT will therefore concern thoſe 
who do not quite renounce their claim to 
that heaven, to conſider ſoberly , how 
inconſiltent their practice is with thoſe 
hopcs. A man may have a great eſtate 
conveyed to hun ; but if he will madly 
burn, or childiſhly make paper kites of 
his deeds , he torteits his title with his 
evidence, and thoſe ccrtainly that deal 
ſo with the convciances of their ctcrnal 
inheritance, will not ſpeed better. It 
they will thus dally and play with them, 
God will be as little in carncelt in the per- 
formance , as they arc in the reception 
of the promiles ; nay he will take his turn 
of mocking too, and when their ſcene 
of murth is over, Jus will begin. A dread- 
tul menace of this we have, » Prov. I. 24. 
which deſerves to be {ct down at large, 
Becauje I have called, and ye refuſed , 1 
have ſiritched out my band, and no man 
retarded : but ye have ſet p nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof, 
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T alſo will laueh at your calamity , 1 will 
mock when your fear cometh. When your 
fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtru- 
ton cometh as a whirlwind : when dif- 
treſs and anguiſh cometh upon you , then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer, 
they ſhall ſeek me early , but they ſhall not 
find me. Would God I could as well 
tranſcribe this Text into mens hearts, 
and there would nced no more to 1c- 
cure the whole Canon of Scripture trum 
their profanation. Could men but look 
a little before them, and apprehend how 
in the days of their diitrcls and agony, 
they will gaſp for thoſe comtorts which 
they now turn into ridicule: they would 
not thus madly defeat themſelves , cut 
off their belt and only reſerve, and with 
a pitiful contemt caſt away thoſe cor- 
dials, which will then be the only ſup- 
port of their fainting ſpirits. As for 
thoſe who deride Scripture upon ather- 
ſtical grounds, all I ſhall ſay is to re- 
ter to what 1 have ſaid in the beginning 
oft this Scion ; they had need be very 
well aſſured that foundation be not fan- 
dy : tor if it be, this reproching God: 
word will be a conſiderable addition to 
the guilt of all their other holtility, and 
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how jolly ſoever they ſcem at preſent, it 
may be when that queſtion they are fo 
willing to take tor granted, is by death 
drawing near a dectton , ſome oft their 
confidence will retire, and Ilcave them 
in an amazed expectation of ſomewhat, 
which they are ſure cannot be good for 
them , who have {ſo ill provided for 1t, 
1hen perhaps their merry vein will fall 
them, and not their infidelity , but their 
delpar may keep them from invoca- 
tinz that Power they have fo long deri- 
ded. "Ts certain it has ſo happened with 
ſome: tor as praftical, ſo ſpeculative 

wickeunels , has uſually another aſpect, 
when 1t ſtands in the ſhadow of death, 
than in the dazling beams of health and 
vigor, It would therefore be wiſdom be- 
tore hand to draw it out of this deceit- 
tul light, and by ſober ſerious thoughts 
place 1 It as near as may be in thoſc circum- 
itanccs in which 'twill then appear : and 
then ſure to hearts that arc not wholly 
petrified, "twill ſecm ſafer to own a God 
carly and upon choice , than late and up» 
on compuliion, 

19. HOWEVER it they will not yield 
themſclves Homagers, yet the mere 
poſliblity of their being in the wrong, 

ſhould 
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ſhould methinks perſwade them at leaſt 
to be civil adverſaries, A generous man 
will not purſue even a falling enemy with 
revilings and reproch , much leſs will a 
wiſe man do it to one who 18 in any the 
lealt probability of revenging 1t : 1t being 
a received maxim , That there 18 no grea- 
ter folly than for a man to let his tongue 
betray him to nuſchiet. Let it there- 
fore in this cale at leaſt ſtand neuter, that 
it by their words they be not jultificed, 
yet by their words they may not be con- 
demned. They can be no loſers by it : 
for at the utmoſt, tis but keeping in a 
little unſavory breath, which ( ſuppoſing 
no God to be offended with it ) 1s yer 
nauſcous to all thoſe men who beheve 
there isone. To thoſe indeed who have 
a zcal tor their faith, there can be no 
diſcourſe {o intolcrable, fo diſobliging : 
it turns converſation into skirmiſhing, 
and perpetual diſputes. The Egyptians 
were ſo zealous for their brutiſh deities, 
that Moſes preſumed the 1fraclites facriti- 
cing of thoſe bealts they adored , mult 
needs ſet them in an uproar, Exod. 8. 26. 
And ſure thoſe who do acknowlcds a di- 
vine powcr, cannot contentedly hit by to 
hear him blaſphemed. "Tis true there 
are 
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are ſome ſo cool, that they arc of the 
ſame mind for God, that G:deon's father 
was for Baal, Judg. 6. 31. Let him plead 
for himſelf, they will not appear in his de- 
fence; yet even theſe have a ſecret con- 
{ciouſneſs, that they ought to do ſo, and 
therefore have ſome uncaſine(s in being 
put to the Teſt : ſo that it cannot be a 
pleaſant entertainment even for them. 
And therefore thoſe who have no fear of 
God to reſtrain them , ſhould methinks, 
unleſs they be pcrtcAly of the temper of 
the unjuſt judge, Luke 18. 2. in reſpect of 
men abſtain from all ſorts of impious dif- 
courſe; and at leaſt be civil, tho they 
will not be pious, 
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Of Detradtion. 


E have ſeen in the laſt Seftion 
a/ the infolence of the Tongue 


towards God; and ſure we 

cannot expeet it ſhould pay more reve- 
rence to men. If there be thoſe that darc 
ſtretch therr mouths againſt heaven, Plal. 73. 
9. we arc not to wonder it there be more 
that will ſoot their arrows , even bitter 
words, againl(t the beſt on carth, Pſal. 64. 
3. I ſhall not attemt to ranſack the whole 
quiver, by ſhewing every particular ſort 
of verbal injuries which relate to our 
neighbors, but rather chuſc out ſome few 
which cither for the extraordinarineſs of 
their guilt, or the frequency of their pra- 
Etice are the molt eminent. I begin 
with Detrattion, in which both thoſe 
qualities concur : tor as in ſome inſtan- 
ces tis one of the highelt fins, ſo in the 
oencral tis certainly one of the moſt 
common, and by being fo becomes in- 
[ocn- 
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ſenſible. This vice ( above all others) 
ſeems to have maintained not only its 
empire, but its reputation too. Men 
are not yet convinced heartily that it 1s 
a fin, or it any, not of ſo deep a dic, 
or {ſo wide an cxtent as indeed 1t 1s. 
They have,it not falſe, yet imperfect no- 
tions of it, and by not knowing how far 
its circle reaches , do often like young 
conjurers ſtep beyond the limits of their 
ſafety. 

T 41s I am the apter to bclicyc, be- 
cauſe I ſec ſome degree of this fault cleave 
to thoſe, who have eminently corrected 
all other exorbitancics of the tongue. 
Many who would ſtartle at an oath, 
whole ſtomachs as well as conſciences re- 
coll at an obſcenity , do yet flide glibly 
into a Detrattion : which yet methinks 

crions otherwiſe of ſtrict converſations 
ſhould not do frequently and habitually, 
had not their thoughts of the guilt 
{ſmoothed the way to it. 

I T may therefore be no unkind at- 
tempt, to try to diſ-cntangle from this 
ſnare by diſplaying it ; ſhewing the whole 
contexture of the fin, how 'tis woven 
with threds ot different ſizes, vet the 
lealt of them ſtrong cnough to noozc 

2 and 
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and intrap us. And alas! if Satan tetter 
us, ts indittcrent to him whether 1t be 
by a cable or a haw. Nay perhaps the 
{malleſt fins are his greateſt ſtratagems. 
The finer his line is ſpun, the leſs ſhadow 
it calts, and 1s leſs apt to tright us from 
the hook : and tho there be much odds 
betwcen a talent of Icad and a grain of 
land, yet thoſe grains may be accumu- 
lated till they out-wergh the talent. It 
was a good reply of Patos, to one 
who murmured at his reproving him for 
a {mall matter, Cuſtom faics he, 5 no 
ſmall matter, And indeed {uppotng a- 
ay fin were 1o ſinall as we are willing to 
fancy molt, yct an indulgent habit eye: 
ot that would be certainly ruimnous: that 
mdulycnce being periectly oppolite to 
the love of God, which better can con- 
bit with the indelibcrate commiſtions of 
many fins, than with an allowed perhit- 
ance in any one. 

3UT in this matter of Drtraction 1 
cannot yacld that any 1s tinall, fave onl 
comparatively with ſome other ot the 
lame kind which 1s ercater : for ablo- 
lutely confulercd , thure 1s even in the 
very lowelt dcgrecs of 1, a flat conra- 
«Eon to the rand vile of charity, 

; | 
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the loving our neighbour as our ſelves, 
And ſurely that which at once violates 
the ſum of the whole ſecond Table 
of the Law (tor ſo our Saviour renders 
it, Mat. 22. 40.) muſt be lookton as no 
trifling inconfiderable guilt. To evi- 
dence this I ſhall in the anatomizing 
this fin apply this rule to every part of 
it : firſt conſider it in groſs, in its en- 
tire body, and after deſcend to its {cyc- 
ral limbs. 

i. DETRACTION an the native 1im- 
portance of the word, fignifies the 
withdrawing or taking oft from a thing ? 
and as it 1s applied to reputation, 
it denotes the impairing or letlening a 
man in point of tame, rendring him leſs 
valued and eſteemed by others , which 
is the final aim of Detrattion , tho pur- 
ſucd by various means. 

2. THis 1s juſtly lookt on as one of 
the molt unkind deſigns one man can 
have upon another , there being im- 
planted in every mans nature a great 
tenderneſs of reputation : and to be care- 
leſs of it, 1s lookt on as a mark of a de- 
gencrous mind. On which account Solon 
in his laws preſumes , that he- that will 
{ell his own fame, will alſo ſ{cll the pub- 
lic 
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lic intereſt, "Tis true, many have im- 
proved this too far , blown up this na- 
tive ſpark into ſuch flames of ambi- 
tion, as has ſet the world in a combu- 
ſtion ; ſuch as Alexander, Ceſar, and 
others, who ſacrificed hecatombs to 
their fame, fed it up to a prodigy up- 
on a Canbal diet, the fleſh of men: 
yet even theſe exceſſes ſerve to evince 
the univerſal conſent of mankind, that 
reputation is a valuable and defirable 
thing. 

3. Nok have we only the ſuffrage of 
man , but the atteſtation of God him- 
ſelf, who frequently in ſcripture gives 
teſtimony to it : A good name #s | on 
then great riches, Prov. 22. 1. And again, 
A good name us better then precious oint- 
ment. Ecclel. 7. 1. And the more to re- 
commend it, he propoſes it as a reward 
to picty and vertue , as he menaces the 
contrary to wickedneſs ; The memory of 
the juſt ſhall be bleſſed , but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot. Prov. 10. 7. And that we 
may not think this an invitation fitted 
only to the Jewiſh occonomy , the Apo- 
{tle goes farthcr, and propoſes the en- 
deavour after it as a duty,whatſoever things 
are- of good report , if there be any _— 
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and if there be any praiſe , think on theſe 
things, Phil. 4. 8. 

4. Axpaccordingly good men have in 
their eſtimate ranked their namcs in the 
next degree totheir fouls, preferr d them 
before goods or life. Indeed 'tis rhat 
which gives us an inferior fort of un- 
mortality , and makes us cven in this 
world ſurvive our ſelves. 'This part of 
n3 alonc continucs verdant in the grave, 
and viclds a periume, when we are {tench 
and rottennets: the conhider 1t1on where» 
of hath io prevailed with the more gene- 
rous hceathens , that they have cheertully 
quitted I:1te in contemplation of it. Thus 

:pamimondas alacrioully expired , in con- 
tidence that he left behind him a per- 
pctual memory of the victories he had 
atchieved for his country. Brutus 10 
courted the fame of a Patriot, that he 
brake thro all the obſtacics of gratitude 
and humanity to attain it : he cheertully 
bare the detcat of his attemt, in contem- 
plation of the glory of it. 'Twere endleſs 
to recount the ſ{torics of the Carr, Decrr, 
and Curt, with the train of thoſe noble 
Heroes, whaan behalt Oo their countrics 
(evoted themilelves to certain death. 

5, BuT we ncedno forreign medign x 
to 
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to diſcover the value of a good name : 

let evcry man weigh it but in his own 
{calcs, rctire to his breaſt, and there re- 
flect on that impatience he has when his 
own repute 1s invaded. To what dan- 
gers , to what guilts do's ſomctimes the 
mere fancy of a | reproch hurry men? It 
makes them really forfeit that virtue 
from whence all truc reputation ſprings, 
and like Eſop's dog loſe the ſubſtance by 
tO gr cedy catching at the ſhadow : an 
ireetr: agable proof how great a price they 
ſet upon their fame. 

6. AND then fince reaſon ſets it at 
ſo high a rate, and paſſion at an higher, 
we may conclude the violating thisinte- 
reſt, one of the greateſt injurics in hu- 
man commerce; ſuch as is reſented not 
only by the raſh, but the ſober : ſo that 
we mutt pick out only blocks and ſtones, 
the ſtupid and inſenfible part of man- 
kind, if we think we can inflict this 
wound without an afflictive ſinart. And 
tho the power of Chriſttanity do's in 
{ome ſo moderate this reſentment, that 
none of theſe blows ſhall recoile , no de- 
orce of revenge be attemted ; yet that 
do's not ar all juſtify or cxcuſe the in- 
flicter. It mav mdeed be an uſetal trial 
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of the patience, and meeknels of the de- 
famed, yet the defamer has not the leſs 
either of crime or danger : not of crime, 
for that is rather enhanced than aba- 
ted by the goodneſs of the perſon injurd; 
nor of danger, fince God 1s the more 
immediate ayenger of thoſe who attemt 
not to be their own. But 1it the injury 
mect not with this meekncls ( as in this 
vindictive age it is manifold odds it will 
not) it then acquires another accumula- 
tive guilt, ſtands anſ{werable not only 
for its own poſitive ill, but tor all the 
accidental which it cauſes in the ſufferer, 
who by this mcans 1s rob d not only of 
his repute, but his innocence allo , pro- 
yoked to thoſe unchriſtian returns, hich 
draw God allo into the enmity, and 
ſet him at once at war with hcaven and 
earth. And tho as to his immediate judg- 
ment, he muſt bear his iniquity, anſwer 
for his impatience: yct as in all Civil 
inſurrections the ring-leader is lookt on 
with a peculiar ſeverity, ſo doubtleſs 
n this caſc, the firſt provoker has by his 
ſeniority and primogeniture a double 
portion of the guilt, and may conſc- 
quently expect of the puniſhment , ac- 
cording to the doom of our Savior , woe 


be 
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be to that man by whom the offence cometh, 
Matth. 18. 7. 

7. IxDegD there is ſuch a train of mi(- 
chiefs which uſually follow this fin, that 
'tis ſcarce poſlible to make a full eſtimate 
of its malignity. Tis one of the grand in- 
cendiaries which diſturbs the peace of the 
world, and has a great ſhare in moſt of 
its quarrels. For could weexamine all the 
teuds which harraſs perſons, families, nay 
{omctumes nations too,we ſhould find the 
greater part take their riſe from mjurious 
reprochtul words, and that for one which 
is commenced upon the intuition of any 
real conſiderable intereſt, there are many 
which owe their being to this licentioul- 
neſs of the tongue. 

8. IN regard therefore of its proper 

uilt, and all thoſe remoter fins and mi- 
ſeries whichenlue it, 'tis every mans great 
concern to watch over himtelt. Neither is 
it leſs in reſpeC both of that univerſal 
aptneſs we have to this fin, and its being 
4 perpetually at hand ; that tor others we 
mult attend occaſions and convenient ſea- 
ſons, but the opportunitics of this arc al- 
waies ready : I can do my neighbor this 
injury, when I can do him no other. Be- 
ſides the multitude of objects do propor- 

2 tionably 
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tionably multiply both the poſlibilitics 
and incitations; and the objects here are 
as numerous, as there are perſons in the 
world I either know, or have heard of. 
For tho ſome ſort of Detrattions ſeem 
confined to thoſe to whom we bear parti- 
cular malice, vet there are other kindsof 
it more ranging, which fly indifferently 
at all. Laſtly this fin has the aid almoſt of 
univerſal example, which is an advantage 
beyond all the others; there being ſcarce 
any infinuation fo irrcſiftable as the pra- 
Qtice of thoſe with whom we converſe. 
and no ſubject of converſe ſo common as 
the detaming our neighbours. 

9. SINCE then the path is fo ſlippe- 
pcry, it had not need bedark too. Let us 
then take in the beſt light we can, and at- 
tentively view this fin 1n its ſeveral bran- 
ches, that by a diſtinct diſcovery of the 
divers acts and degrees of it, we may the 
better be armed againſt them all. 
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I, ETRACTION being (as 

ID we have already ſaid) the Teff- 
nihg and impairing a man in his repute, 
we may reſolve, that what ever condu- 
ces to that end, 1s properly a Detracti- 
on. | L ſhall begin with that which 1s 
moſt eminent, the ſpreading of 'atfama- 
tory reports, Theſe may be of two kinds, 
either talſc, or true ; which tho theyſcem 
to be of very difterent complexions, yet 
may Apring from the {ame ſtock,and drive 
at the ſame deſign, Let us firſt conſider of 
the talſc. 

2. AND this admits of various C'r+ 
cumſtances. Sometimes a man invents a 
perfect talfity ot another : ſometimes he 
that do s not invent it, yct reports it, tho 
he knows it to be falſc : and a third fort 
thercare, who having not certain know - 
ledge whether it be falſe or no, do yet 
diyulge it as an abſohate certainty, or at 

G  keaft 
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leaſt with ſuch artificial infinuations, as 
may biaſs the hearer on that hand. The 
former of theſe is acrime of ſo high, fo 
diſingenuous a nature , that tho many 
are vile enough to commit 1t , none are 
ſo impudent as to ayow it. Even in 
this age of inſulting vice, when almoſt 
all other wickedneſs appears bare-fac'd, 
this is fain to keep on the vizard. No 
man will own himſelf a falſe accufer: for 
if modeſty do not reſtrain him, yet his 
very malice will ; fince to confeſs would 
be to deieat his deſign. Indeed it 1s of 
all other fins the moſt diabolical ,' it be- 
ing conjunction of two of Satans moſt 
eſlential properties, Malice and Lying. 
We know tis his peculiar title to be the 
accuſer of the brethren: and when we 
tranſcribe his copy, we alſo alſume his 
nature, intitle our ſelves to a. deſcent 
from him, Ye are of your father the devil, 
Joh. 8. 44. We are by it renderd' a fort 
of Incubus brats, the infamous progemes 
of the lying ſpirit. It is indeed a fin of ſo 
groſs, ſo Srmidable a bulk, that there 
needs no help of optics to render it dif- 
cernible, and therefore I need not fur- 
ther expatiate on 1t. | 


3. T HE next degree is not much 
ſhort 
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ſhort of it ; what it wants is rather of 
invention than malice: for he that will 
{o adopt anothers lie, ſhews he would 
willingly have bin its proper father, It 
do's indeed differ no more than the maker 
of adulterate wares do's from the vender 
of them : and certainly there cannot be a 
more 1gnomintious trade, than the be- 
ing huckſters to ſuch vile merchandize. 
Neither is the fin leſs than the baſeneſs : 
we find the Lover of a lie ranked in an 
equal form of guilt with the Maker, 
Rev, 21. And ſurely he muſt be preſu- 
med to loye it, that can deſcend to be 
the broker to it, help it to paſs current in 
the world, 
4. THe third ſort of Detraftors look 
a little more demurely , and with the 
woman in the Proverbs, Chap. 30. wipe 
therr mouths , and ſay they have done no 
wickedneſs. They do not certainly know 
the falſity of what they report, and 
their ignorance muſt ſerve them as an 
amulet againſt the guilt both of deceit 
and malice : but I fear it will do ncither. 
For firſt perhaps they are affeCtedly 
ignorant : they are fo willing it ſhould 
be true, that they have not attemted to 
examine it, But ſecondly it do's not 
G 2 ſufhce 
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{uffice that 1 do not know the talfity ; 
for to make me a true ſpeaker , tis ne- 
cctiary I know the truth ot what I athrm. 
Nay 1t the thing were never ſo truc,yvet it 
I knew it not to be to, its truth will not 
ſecure me trom being a har: and there- 
tore whoevcr endeavours to have that re- 
ccivd for a certainty, which himfelt 
knows not to be lo, oftends againft truth. 
The utmolt that can conhilt with fincerity, 
1s to repreſent it toothers as doubtful as 
It appcars to hum, Yet even that how 
conſonant locver totruth, 1s not-to Cha- 
rity, Even coubttui accuſations leave a 
ſtain behind them, and often prove in- 
dclible mjuries tothe party accuſed : how 
much more then do the more poſmve 
and confident a{perſions we have hither- 
to ſpoken of 2 Let me add only this 
concerning thus later ſort , that they arc 
orcatcr advancers ot defamatory deſigns, 
than the very firſt contrivers. For thoſe 
upon a coniciouſnels of their tallencls arc 
obliged to proceed caurioutly, to pick 
out the credulous and 1cait diſcerning 
perſons, on whom to impoſe their 
fictions , and dare not produce them 1m 
all companies tor tear of detection : but 
thele in contidence that the untrath ( 1t it 
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be one ) lies not at their door , ſpeak i it 
without any reſtraint 1m all places, at all 
times ; and what the others are fain to 

whiſper,they proclaime; like our new en- 
gine, which pretends toconvey a whiſper 
many miles off. So that as in the caſe of 
ſtealing 'tis proverbially ſaid, that it 
there were no receivers there would be 
no.thieves ; ſo in this of Slander, it there 
were fewer {preaders, there would be 
fewer torgers of libels: the manufacture 
would be diſcouraged, it it had not theſe 
rctarlers to put off the warcs. 

5. Now to apply theſe practices to 
our rule of duty, there will nccd no ve- 
ry cloſc inſpection to diſcern the obli- 
quity. 'The moſt ſuperficial glance will 
evidence theſe ſeveral degrees of Slan- 
derers'to do what they would not be 
willing to ſufter. Who among them can 
be content to be fallly afpcrſed 2 Nay 
ſo far are they trom that, that let but the 
ſhadow of their own calumny reflect on 
themſelves, lect any but truly tcll them 
that they have falſly accuſed others, they 
grow raving and impaticnt, like a dog 
at a looking glaſs , fiercely combating 
that image which himſelf creates : and 
how {moothly ſocycr the original he 
{lidcs 
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ſlides from them , the. echo of it grates 
their ears. And indecd 'tis obſervable, 
that thoſe who make the greateſt havock 
of other mens reputation , are the moſt 
nicely tender of their own ; which ſets 
this fin of Calumny in a moſt diametrical 
oppoſition to the evangelical precept of 
loving our nerghbours ns our ſelves. 

6. Thus much 1s diſccrnable even in 
the ſurface of the crime: but if we look 
deeper and examine the motives, we ſhall 
find the foundation well agrees to the 
ſupcr{truQture; they being uſually one of 
theſe two, Malice or Intereſt. And indeed 
the thing 1s ſo difingenuous, ſo contra- 
ry to the dictates of humanity as well 
as divinity, that I nwſt in reverence to 
our common nature, preſume it muſt be 
ſome very forcible impcllent, that can 
drive a man ſo far from himſelf. The 
devil here playcs the artiſt: and as the 
fatalleſt poiſons to man are ( they fay ) 
drawn from humane bodies , ſo here he 
extracts the venim of our iraſcible and 
concupiſcible part , and in it dips thoſe 
arrows, which we thus ſhoot at once ano- 
ther. 

7. 'T1s ncedlefs to harangue ſeverally 
upon each, The world roo experimen- 
tally 
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tally knows the force ot both. Malice is 
that whirlwind , which has ſhook ſtates 
and families , no lels than private per- 
ſons; a paſſion fo unpetuous and preci- 
pitate,/ that it often: equally involves the 
agent and the patient : a malicious man 
being of- like violence with thoſe who 
flung; in the three children, Daz. 3. con- 
ſamedby thoſe flames into which he caſts 
others. - As for Intereſt, 'tis that nniver- 
ſalmonarch to which all other empires 
are tributaries , te which men ſacrifice 
not only their conſciences and inno- 
cence , but ( what is uſually much dear- 
er) their ſenſualities and vices. Thoſe 
whom all the divine (either ) threats or 
promiſes , cannot perlwade to mortify, 
nay but reſtrain one luſt ; at Mammon's 
beck will diſclaime many , and force 
their inclinations to comply with their 
Intereſt. 

8. AND whilſt this fin of Calamny 
has two ſuch potent abettors, we are not 
to wonder at 1ts growth: as long as men 
are malicious and deſigning , they wall 
be traducing; thoſe Cyclops will be 
perpetually forging thunderbolts , a- 
gainſt which no innocence or virtue can 
be proof. And alas! we daily find too 
great 
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great cfte of their induſtry. But tho 
theſe arc the torgers of the more {olemn 
deliberate Calumnies,, . yet this {portiye 
age hath produced another ſort ; there 
being men that defame others by way of 
divertiſement , invent little ſtories that 
they may find themſclves exerciſe , and 
the town talk, This, if it muſt paſs for 
ſport, is ſuch as Solomon delcribes, Prov. 
26. 18, 19. As a mad. man that caſteth 
firebrands, arrows and death, ſo ts be that 
decerveth Ins neighbour , and ſaith, am not 
I i ſport > He that ſhoots an atrow in 
jelt, may Kill a man in earneſt; and 
he that gives himſelt liberty to play with 
his neighbours famc, may ſoon play it 
away, NMolt men have ſuch an aptnelſs 
to entertain ſiniſter opinions of others, 
that they greedily draw in any ſuggeſtion 
of that Kind; and one may as cahly per- 
{wade the thirſty carth to retund the wa- 
ter ſhe has ſuckt into her veins, as them 
to depolite a prejudice they have once 
taken up. Therefore ſuch experiments 
upon fame, are as dangerous as that 
which Alexander 1s ſaid to have made of 
the force of Naphtha upon his Page, 
from which he ſcarce eſcaped with life. 
Theſe jocular flanders arc often as 

: miſchic- 
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miſchievous as thoſe of deeper deſi 1gn, 
and have from the ſlightnels of the tem- 
tation an enhancement of ouilt, For 
ſurc he that can put ſuch an "intereſt of 
his neighbours in balance with a little fit 
of laughter, ſets it at a lower price than 
he that hopes to enrich or advance him- 
ſelf by it : and tho it paſs among ſome 
for a ſpecimen of wit, yet it rcally 
lifts them among Solamen's tools, who 
make a mock at ſm, Prov. 14.9. In the 
mean time fince flander 1s a plant that 
can grow 1n all foils, fince the trolick 
humor as well as the 'moroſe betrays to 
the guilt, who can hope to eſcape this 
ſeourge of the tongue , 2s the Wiſeman 
calls it, Eccl. 26. 6. which communicates 
with all > Perſons of all ranks do mutually 
aſperſe, and arc afperſed : io that he who 
would not have his credulity abuſed, has 
icarce a fſecurer way, than ( like that 
Aſtrologer , who made his almanack 
o1ve a tolerable account of the weather 
by a direct mverfon of the common 
prognoſticators,) to let his behet run 
quite counter to reports. Yer ſo cpi- 
Wc is this difeaſe grown , that cven 
religion (at leaſt thoie- parties and ta- 
cons which atliunc that name ) has GOT 
H a 
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a taint of it ; cach ſe& or opinion ſeck- 
ing to repreſent its antagonult as odious 
as it can, And whilſt they contend for 
{pcculative truth, they by mutual calum- 
nies forfeit the praCtic: a thing that 
jultly excites the griet of good men, to 
{ce that thoſe who all pretend to the 
ſame Chriſtianity , ſhould only be aun- 
animous in the violating that truth and 
charity it preſcribes. 

io. ANÞ if theſe be the weapons of 
our ſpiritual warfare, what may we think 
of the carnal > How arc our ſecular ani- 
moſities purſued, when our ſpeculations 
are thus managed ? How ealily do we 
run down the reputation of any who 
ſtand in the way either of our ſpleen 
or avarice ? When Foſeph's relolute purity 
had chang d the {cence of his multrefles 
pation, ſhe do's as readily {lift that of 
guilt too, and fixcs her crime upon him, 
Gen, 39. 14. So when Zzba had amindto 
undermine Mephbojheth in his eſtate, he 
firlt practiſes upon his fame in a falſe 
accuſation, 2 Sam, 16. 3. And alas how 
tamiliarly do we now ſec both theſe ſcenes 
reacted ! Thoſe who will not take vice 
into their boſoms , ſhall yet have it be- 
ſpatter their faces : they who will not run 
[0 
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only pious men, but piety it felt par- 
takes of the ſame fate, falls under the 
two edg d {lander both of deceit and fol- 
ly. And if men cannot be permitted 
quietly to enjoy their picty , much leſs 
will they thoſe things whereof the world 
hath more guſt , 1 mean ſecular adyanta- 
ges, There are ſtill crimes to be diſco- 
vered in the poſleſſors of honours or 
eftates, and they wondertully excite the 
zeal of them who would ſupplant them. 
What artifices are there to make them 
appear unworthy of what they have, 
that others more unworthy may ſucceed 
them ? Nor arc theſe ſtorms only in the 
upper region , in the higher ranks of 
men ; but it we paſs thro all degrees, 
we {hall find the difference 1s rather in 
the value of the things, than in the means 
of purſuing them. He that pretends to 
the meaneit office do's as ftudioully diſ- 
parage his competitor, as he that 1s ri- 
val d fora kingdom. Nay even he that 
has but a merry humor to gratify, makes 
no ſ{cruple to do it with the loſs of ano- 
ther mans reputation. 
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11, Thus do we accommodate every 
petty temporal intereit at the cofb of our 
cternal : and as an unskiltul Fencer, whilit 
he is purſuing his thruſt,expoſes his body; 
ſo whilſt we thus aCtuate our own malice, 
we abandon our ſelves to Satans, receive 
mortal wounds from him , only that we 
may give a few light ſcratches to one a- 
nother. For as I have before ſaid, there 
is nothing do's more ſccure his title to 
us, than this vice of Calumny, it bearing 
his proper impreſs and figure. And we 
may fear Chriſt will one day make the 
ſame judgment of perſons as he did of 
coin, and award them to him whoſe 
mage and ſuper ſcription they bear , Matth, 
22. 20, 

12. And now how great a madneſs 1s 
it to make coſtly oblations to 1ſo vile an 
idol ? This is indecd the worſhipping our 
own imaginations, preferring a malicious 
fiction bctore a real fclicity : and 1s but 
faintly reſembled by him, who is ſaid to 
have choſen to part with his Biſhopric, 
rather than burn his Romance. Alas 
are there not groſs corporal fins c- 
nough to raine us, but mult we have 
acrial ones too , damn our ſelves with 
chimeras, and by theſe forgeries of our 
brains 
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brains dream our ſelves to deſtruftion ! 
13. LET all thoſe then who thus un- 
happily employ their inventive faculty, 
timely conſider, how unthriving a trade 
tis finally like to prove; that all their 
falſe accuſations of others will rebound 
in true ones upon themſelves. It do's of- 
ten ſo in this world, where many times 
the molt clandeſtine contrivances of this 
kind meet with detection. Or if the 
ſhould happen to keep on the diſguiſe 
here, yet 'twill infallibly be torn off at 
the great day of manifeſtation, when be- 
fore God, Angels, and Men, they wall 
be render d infinitely more vile, than 
twas poſlible for them here to make 
others, 
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Of Uncharitable Truth. 


I. | N the next place we are to conſider 
of the other branch of Defamatory 
reports, v1z. ſuch as are true : which tho 
they mult be conteſt to be of a lower form 
of guilt than the former, yet as to the 
kind, they equally agree in the definiti- 
on of Detrattion, ſince 'tis poſſible to im- 
w a mans credit by true reports as 
well as by falſe. 

2. To clear this I ſhall firſt obſerve, 
that altho every fault hath ſome penal 
effects which are coetaneous to the act, 
yet this of Infamy isnot ſo: this 1s a more 
remote conſequent ; that which it imme- 
diatly depends upon , is the publiſhing. 
A man may do things which to God 
and his own conſcience render him abo- 
minable, and yet keep his reputation 
with men : but when this ſtifled crime 
breaks out, when his ſecret guilts are de- 
tected , then, and not till then, he be- 
comes infamous : ſo that altho his fin be 
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the material, yet it 1s the diſcovery that 
is the tormal cauſe of his Infamy, 

3. Tmis being granted, it follows 
that he that divulges an unknown con- 
cealcd fault, ſtands accountable for all the 
conſequences that flow from that dayulg- 
ing; but whether accountable as for 
guilt, mult be determined by the parti- 
cular circumſtances of the cauſe. So that 
here we muſt admit of an exception : for 
tho every diſcovery of anothers fault be 
in the ſtrict natural ſenie of the word a 
Detrattion, yet it will not alwayes be the 
fin of Detrattion, becauſe in fome inftances 
there may ſome higher obligation inter- 
vene, and ſuperfede that we ow to the 
fame of our neighbour ; and in thoſe 
caſes it may not only be lawful, but ne- 
ceflary to expoſe hun. 

4. Now all ſuch cafes I conceive may 
ſummarily be reduced to two heads, Ju- 
itice and Charity. Firlt as to Juſtice: that 
we know is a tundamental vertue, and 
he that thall violate that, to abound in 
another, is as abſurd, as he that under- 
mincs the toundation to raiſe the walls. 
We are not to ſteal to give alms, and 
God himſelf hath declared that he hates 
robbery tor a burnt-offering : ſo that no 
Prctence 
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pretence either of Charity or Piety can 
abſolve us from the duty we owe to u- 
{tice. Now it may often fall out, that 
by concealing one mans fault , 1 may be 
injurious to another, nay to a whole 
community : and then I aſſume the guilr 
I conceal, and by the laws both of God 
and man am judged an acceſlory. 

5. AND as jultice to others enforces, 
{o ſometimes juſtice to a mans ſelf al- 
lows the ablifhing of a fault, when a 
conſiderable intereſt either of fame or 
fortune cannot otherwiſe be reſcued. 
But to make loud out-cries of injury, 
when they tend nothing to the repreſs 
of it, 1s a liberty rather aſlumed-by rage 
and impatience, than authorized by ju- 
{tice. Nay often in that caſe the com- 
plainer is the moſt injurious perſon ; for 
hc inflits more than he ſufters, and in 
Licu of ſome trivial right of his which 
is invaded , he aſlaults' the other in a 
nearer interelt, by wounding him in his 
good name : but 1f the cauſe be confi- 
derable and the manner regular , there 
lics ſure no obligation upon any man 
to wrong himſclt, to indulge to ano- 
ther. 

6, NEITHER dos Charity retrench 

I this 
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this liberty : - for tho it be one act of 
Charity to conceal another mans faults; 
yet ſometimes it may be inconſiſtent 
with ſome more important Charity, 
which I owe to a third perſon, or per- 
haps to a multitude ; as in thoſe caſes 
wherein public benefit is concern'd. If 
this were not allowable, no hiſtory 
could lawfully be written, fince if true, 
it cannot but recount the faults of many : 
no evidence could be brought in againſt 
a malefactor : and indecd all diſcipline 
would be ſubverted ; which would be ſo 
great a miſchict , that Charity obliges 
to prevent it , what Defamation ſoever 
fall upon the guilty by it. For in ſuch 
inſtances tis a true rule , that mercy to 
the evil proves cruelty to the innocent. 
And as in a competition of miſchiefs 
we are to chule the leaſt, ſo of two goods 
the greatclſt, and the more extenſive , 18 
the moſt eligible. 

7. Nay even that Charity which re- 
flets upon my ſelf, may alſo ſometimes 
ſuperſede that to my neighbour, the rule 
obliging me to love him as, not better 
than, my ſelf. I need not ſure filently 
aſſent to my own jult Defamation for 
tear of proying another a talſe accuſer, 

I nor 
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nor ſuffer my ſelf to be made a begger, 
to conceal another mans being a theft. 
'Tis true in a great inequality of intereſts, 
Charity ( whoſe character it is, mot to 
ſeek her own x Cor. 13. 5.) will promt 
me to prefer a greater concern of my 
neighbours before a flight one of my 
own : but in equal circumſtances I am 
lure at liberty to be kind firlt to my 
{elf If 1 will recede even from that, I 
may ; but that 1s then to be account- 
ed among the heroic flights of Cha- 
rity , not her binding and indi{penſable 
Laws. 

8. HAv1NG now ct the boundarics 
to the cxcepted caſes; as all inſtances 
within them will be legitimatcd , fo all 
without them will (by the known rule 
of exceptions) be precluded, and fall 
under that gencral duty we owe to our 
neishbour, of tendring his credit : an 
obligation ſo univerſally infringed, that 
tis not imaginable the breach ſhould 
alwaies happen within the excepted ca- 
ſes. When 'tis remembred how unactive 
the principles of Juſtice and Charity are 
now grown 1n the world , we muſt cer- 
tainly iumpute ſuch inceflant ctte&ts, to 
{ome more yigorous cauſes : of which it 
may 
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may not be amiſs to point out ſome of 
the molt obvious, and leave every man 
to examine which of them he tinds moſt 
opcrative in hunſclf. 

9. IN the firſt place I may reckon 
Pride, an humor which as it 1s alwaies 
mounting, ſo it will make uſe of any 
foot-ſtool towards its riſe. A man who 
affects an extraordinary ſplendor of re- 

utation, 1s glad to find any foils to ſet 
Go off; and therefore will Jet no fault 
nor folly of anothers enjoy the ſhade, 
but brings it into the open light, that 
by that compariſon his own exccllencies 
may appear the brighter. I darc appeal 
to the breaſt of any proud man, whether 
he do not upon ſuch occaſions , delight 
to make ſome Phariſaical refletions on 
himſelt, whether he be not apt to ſay, / 
am not [ihe other men , or as this publican, 
Luke 18. tho probably he leave out the 
God I thank thee. Now he that cheriſhes 
ſach reſentments as theſe in himſelf, 
will doubtleſs be willing to propagate 
them to other men; and to that end 
render the blemiſhes of others as viſible 
as he can. But this betrates a degene- 
rous ſpirit, which from a conſciouſneſs 
that he wants ſolid worth, on which to 
= bottom 
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bottom a reputation , 1s fain to found it 
on the ruines of other mens, The true 
Diamond ſparkles even in the ſun-ſhine : 
'tis but a glow-worm virtue, that ows its 
luſtre to the darkneſs about it. 

10. ANOTHER promter to Detra- 
flion 1s Envy, which ſometimes is par- 
ticular, ſometimes general. He that has 
a pique to another, would have him as 
hateful to all mankind as he is to him; 
and therefore as he grieves and repines 
at any thing that may advance his eſti- 
mation, ſo he exults and triumphs when 
any _ occurs which may depreſs it, 
and 1s uſually yery induſtrious to im- 
prove the opportunity, nay has a ftrange 
ſagacity in hunting it out. No vul- 
ture dos more quickly ſcent a carcaſs, 
than an envious perſon do's thoſe dead 
flees which corrupt his neighbours oint- 
ment Ecclef. 10. 1. the vapor whereof 
his hate, like a ſtrong wind, ſcatters and 
diſperſes far and near. Nor needs. he 
any great crime to practice on : every 
little infirmity or paſſion, lookt on thro 
his opticks appears a mountainous guilt. 
He can improve the leaſt ſpeck or frec- 
Kle into a leproſy, which ſhall overſpread 
the whole man: and a cloud no bigger 

than 
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than a mans hand , like that of Eliſha, 
x King. 18. 44. may in an inſtant, with 
the help of prejudice, grow to the utter 
darkning of the brighteſt reputation, and 
fill the whole horizon with tempeſt and 
horror. Sometimes this Envy 1s gene- 
ral, not confin'd to any mans perſon, 
but diffuſcd to the whole nature. Some 
tempers there are ſo malign, that they 
wiſh 1ll to all, and believe 1ll of all ; hke 
Timon the Athenian, who profeſt him- 
ſelf an univerſal man-hater. He whoſe 
guilty conſcience refle&s diſmal images 
of himſelf; is willing to put the ſame 
ugly ſhape upon the whole nature , and 
to na—s that all men are the ſame, 
were they but cloſely inſpe&ted. And 
therefore when he can ſee but the leaſt 
glimmering of a fault in any, he takes it 
as a proof of his Hypotheſis, and with 
an envious joy calls in as many ſpeCta- 
tors as he can, Tis certain there are 
ſome in whoſe cars nothing ſounds ſo 
harſh as the commendation of another, 
as on the contrary nothing 1s ſo melodi- 
ous as a Defamation. Plutarch gives an 
apt inſtance of this upon Ar:{tidess ba- 
niſhment , whom when a mean perſon 
had proposd to Offtraciſm , being askt 


what 
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what diſpleaſure Aritides had done him, 
he replied, None , neither do 1 know 
him, but it grieves me to hear every body 
call im a guſt man. 1 tear ſome of 
our keeneſt accuſers now a dayes may 
give the ſame anſwer. * No man that 1s 
eminent for piety ( or indeed but mo- 
ral virtue) but he ſhall have many in- 
fidious cyes upon hun watching for his 
halting : and it any the leaſt obliquity 
can be cſpied, he 1s uſed worſe than the 
vileſt maletactor : for ſuch are tried but 
at one bar, and know the ntmolt of 
their doom ; but theſe are arraigned at 
every table, in every Tavern. And at 
ſuch yaricty of Judicatures , there will 
be as great variety of ſentences ; only 
they commonly concur in this one, that 
he 18 an Hypocrite, and then what com- 
placency, what triumph have they in ſuch 
a diſcovery ? There 1s not half ſo much 
Epicuriſm in any of their moſt ſtudied 
luxurics, no ſpeCtacle affords them fo 
much pleaſure , as a bleeding fame thus 
lying at their mercy. 

ii, ANOTHER fort of Detrattors 
there are, whoſe deſigns are not ſo 
black, but are cqually mean and ſordid, 
much too light to be put in ballance 
with 
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with a neighbours Credit. Of thoſe ſome 
will pick up all the little ſtories they can 
get, to humor a Patron : an artifice well 
known by thoſe trencher-gueſts , who, 
like rats, ftill haunt the beſt proviſions. 
Theſe men do almoſt come up to a li- 
teral ſenſe of what the Pſalm:/t ſpake 
in a figurative, Pſalm 14. and eat up peo- 
ple for bread, tear and worry men in 
their good names, that themſelves may 
cat, It was a curſe denounced againſt 
Els oft-ſpring, that they ſhould come and 
crouch for a morſel of bread, 1 Sam. 2. 
36. But ſuch men court this as a pre- 
ferment, and to bring themſelves with- 
wthe-reach of it, tick not to aſſume 
that valeſt»ottice of common Delators. 
There:are-athers who when they have 
got .the' knowledge of another mans 
fault , «think it an endearing thing to 
whiſper trin the car of ſome triend or 
confident. Burt ſure if they muſt needs 
lacrifice ſome ſecret to their triendſhip, 
they ſhould take Dawids rule , and not 
offer that which coſt them nothing. It 
they will expreſs their confidence, let 
them acquaint them with their own pri- 
yate crimes. That indeed would ſhow 
{dinthing of truſt : but thoſe experiments 
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upon another mans coſt, will hardly con- 
vince any conſidering perſon of their 

kindneſs. 
i2, THERE ſtill remains a yet more 
trifling ſort of defamers, who have no 
deliberate defign which they purſue in 
it, yet are afliduous in the trade as 
the deeper contrivers. Such are thoſe 
who publiſh their neighbours failings 
as they read Gazetts, only that they 
may be telling News: an itch where- 
with ſome peoples tongues are ſtrangly 
over-run, who can as well hold a glow- 
ing coal in their mouths, as keep any 
thing they think new ; nay-will ſome- 
times run themſelves out of: breath, for 
tear leſt any ſhould ſerve ther as Ah44 
maaz, did Cuſhi, 2 Sam. 18;\'23-'and tell 
the tale before them. This is ongvf the 
moſt childiſh yanities imaginable : 'and 
{ure men mult have ſouls oft':a'very low 
level, that can think it a commenſurate 
entertainment. Others there are who 
uſe defamatory diſcourſe, neither for 
the love of news, nor defamation, but 
purely tor love of talk: whoſe ſpeech 
like a flowing current bears away indiſ- 
criminately whatever lies in its way, Arid 
indeed ſuch inceſlant talkers, are uſually 
I peo- 
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e, not of depth enough to ſupply 
ooh out of their own ſtore, and 
therefore can let no foreign acceflion 
paſs by them; no more than the mill 
which 1s alwaies going, can afford any 
waters to run waſte. F know we uſe to 
call this Talkativeneſs a femmine vice ; 
but to ſpeak impartially, F think, tho 
we have given - work the incloſure of the 
ſcandal, os have not of the fault, and 
he that all japproprrate loquacity to 
women, may Ds ſonntetionc need to 
light Drogenes s candle to ſcek a man: for 
tis poſſible to go- into maſculine com- 
pany, where 'twill be as hard to edge 
in a word, as at a female goflip 

—_— as to this particular of ping 

, both the ſexes feem to be at a 


vic : and1 think he were a very cri- 


_ judge, that could derermine between 
them. 

13. Now leſt this latter ſort of def- 
mers {hould'beapt to abſolve themſelves, 
as men of harmleſs intentions , I ſhalt 
deſire them to- conſider , that they are 
only more impertinent,- not leſs 1njuri- 
ous, For thb- 1t' be granted , that the 
proud' and envious are to make a dif- 
tin account for their pride and envy ; 

K yet 
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yet as far as relates to their neighbour, 
they are equally miſchievous. Anacreon 
that was choked with a grape-ſtone, 
diced as ſurely as Fwulzus Ceſar with his 
three and twenty wounds ; and a mans 
reputation may be as well faold and 
prattled away , as maliciouſly betraied, 
Nay perhaps more cafily ; tor where the 
ſpeaker can leaſt be ſuſpeQed of deſign, 
Ge hearer 1s apter to give. him credit : 
this way of inſfinuating by familiar du- 
courſe, being like thoſe poiſons that are 
taken in at the pores, which arc the moſt 
inſenſibly ſucked in, and the moſt im- 
poſſible to expel, 

14. BUT we need notdiſpute which 
1s worlt, ſince 'tis certain all are bad, 


none of them (or any that hold pro-. 


portion with them ) being at all able to 
pretend their warrant either from ju- 
{tice or charity, and then what our 
Saviour ſayes in another caſe will be ap- 
pliable to this, He that z5 not for us 25 
againſt us, Mat, 12. 30. He that in pub- 
liſhing his neighbours faults, a&ts not 
upon the dictates of juſtice or charity, 
acts directly in contradiction to them : 
for where they do not upon ſome par- 
tucular reſpets command, they do im- 

plicitly 
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plicitly and generally forbid all ſuch dif- 

COVETrICs. 
i5. For firlt if a fault divulged be 
of a light nature, the offender cannot 
thereby merit ſo much, as to be made 
a public diſcourſe. Fame 1s a tender 
thing, and ſeldom is toſt and bandied 
without receiving ſome bruiſe , if not 
a crack: for reports we know like ſnow- 
balls gather till the farther they roul : 
and when I have once handed it to 
another, how know I how he may um- 
prove it ? And if he deliver it ſo ad- 
vanced to a third, he may give his con- 
tribution alſo to it, and ſo in a ſucceſ- 
five tranſmitting, 1t may grow to ſuch a 
monltrous bulk , as bears no proportion 
to its original, He muſt be a great 
ſtranger to the world, that has not ex- 
perimentally found the truth of this, 
How many perſons have lain' under 
great and heavy ſcandals, which have 
taken their firſt riſe only from ſome in- 
adyertence or indiſcretion ? Of ſoquick 
a growth 1s Slander, that the leaſt grain, 
like that of muſtard ſeed , mentioned 
Mat, 13. 3z. immediatly ſhoots up into 
a tree, and when 1t 1s ſo, it can no 
more be reduced back into its firſt cauſe, 
K 2 than 
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from whence it firſt ſprang. No ruins 
are ſo irreparable as thoſe of reputation : 
and therefore he that pulls out but one 
ſtone towards the breach , may do a 
greater miſchief than perhaps he intends: 
and a greater 1njuſtice too : for by how 
much the more ſtrictly juſtice obliges to 
reparation in caſe of injuries done, ſo 
much the more ſeverely do's it prohibit 
the doing thoſe injuries which are unca- 
pable of being repaired. In ths Leviti- 
cal:Law he that knew his ox was apt 
to gore, and yet kept him not up, 
ſtood: reſponſible for any miſchief he 
happened to do, Exod. 21. 29. I think 
thore 1s no confidering man can be ig- 
norant how apt little trivial accuſati- 
ons are to tear and mangle ones fame : 
and yet if the laviſh talker reſtrain them 
not, he certainly ſtands accountable to 
God, his netghbour , and his own con- 
{cience, 'for all the danger they pro- 
x6, BUT if the report concern ſome 
higher and cnormous crime, 'tis true the 
delinquent may - deſerve the lels pity, 
yet perhaps the reporter may not de- 
ſerye the leſs blame : for often _ g 

It- 
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diſcovery ſerves, not to reclaime but 
enrage the offender, and precipitate him 
into farther degrees of ill, Modeſty and 
fear of ſhame, is one of thoſe natural 
reſtraints, which the wiſdom of God has 
put upon mankind, and he that once 
{tumbles, may yet by a check of that 
bridle recover again : but when by a 

blic deteCtion he 1s fallen under that 
infamy he fear'd, he will then be apt to 
diſcard all caution, and to think he ow's 
himſclf the utmoſt pleaſures of his vice, 
as the price of his reputation. Nay per- 
haps he advances farther, and ſets n 
for a reverlt ſort of Fame, by being emi- 
nently wicked : and he who before was 
but a clandeſtine diſciple , becomes a 
doQor of impicty, And ſure it were 
better let a concealed crime remain in 
its wiſht obſcurity , than by thus rouz- 
ing it from its covert , bring it to ſtand 
at bay, and ſet it ſelf in this open defi- 
ance ; eſpecially in this degenerous age, 
when vice has ſo many well-willers, that, 
like a hoping party, they eagerly run in- 
to any that will head them. 

17. AND this brings in a third conſt- 
deration relating to the public, to which 
the diyulging of priyate («ye if 

they 
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they be novel unuſual) crimes, do's but 
an ill piece of ſervice. Vice 1s contagi- 
ous, and caſts peſtilential vapors : and as 
he that ſhould bring out a plague-fick 
perſon, to inform the world of his dif- 
eaſe, would be thought not to have 
much befriended his neighbourhood ; ſo 
he that diſplaies theſe vitious ulcers, 
whilſt he ſecks to defame one, may per- 
haps infet many. We too experimen- 
rally find the force of 11] examples. Men 
often take up ſins, to which they have 
no natural propenſhion , meerly by way 
of conformity and unitation. But if the 
inſtance happen in a crime , which more 
ſuits the practice of the hearers , tho it 
cannot be {aid to ſeduce, yet it may en- 
courage and confirm them ; embolden 
them not only the more trequently to 
act, but even to avow thoſe fins wherein 
they find they ſtand not ſingle, and by 
diſcovering a new acceſlory to their par- 
ty, to invite them the more heartily and 
openly to eſpouſe it. 

18. THESE arc ſuch effets as ſurely 
do not very well correſpond with that ju- 
ſtice and charity we owe either to parti- 
cular perſons, or to mankind in general. 
And indeed no better can be expected 

from 
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from a practice which ſo pertectly con- 
tradiCts the grand rule both of Juſtice 
and Charity , the doing as' we would be 
done to. That this dos ſo, every man 
has a ready conviction within him, if 
he pleaſe but to conſult his own heart. 
Alas with what ſolicitude do we ſcck to 
hide our own guilts with falſe dreſſes, 
what varniſhes have we for them ! There 
are not more arts of diſguifing our Cor- 
poral blemiſhes, than our Moral : and 
yet whilſt we thus paint and parget our 
own deformities, we cannot allow any 
the leaſt imperfeCtion of anothers to re- 
main undetected, but tear off the yell 
from their bluſhing frailties, and not on- 
ly expoſe but proclaime them. And can 
there be a groſſer , a more detecſtable 
partiality than this God may fure in 
this inſtance ( as in many others ) expo- 
ſtulate with us as he did with Ifrael,Ezek. 
33. Are not your ways unequal? What 
barbariſm , what inhumanity 1s 1t thus 
to treat thoſe of the ſame common na- 
ture with our ſelves, who we cannot 
but know have the ſame concern to 
preſerve a Reputation, and the ſame 
_ to loſe it, which we have ? And 
what ſhame is it, that that Evangelical 
| precept 
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precept, of doing as we would be done 
to, which met. with ſo: much reverence 
even from heathens, that Severus the 

eror prefer d it to all the Maxims 
of Philoſophers ; thould be thus contem- 
ned and yiolated by Chriſtians, and that 
too upon ſach flight inconfiderable mo- 
tives as uſually preyail m this caſe of De- 
famatzon ? 

19. BUT we are not to confider 
this fault only mn its root as it is a de- 
te& of Juſtice and Charity , but m us 
product too, as it is a ſeminary of more 

jultce and uncharitableneſs. Thofe diſ- 
almmgtons reports we make of our 
neighbors,arcalmott ſeen'to-come round : 
for let. no: man perſwade himfelf, that 
the hearers will keep his counſel any 
better than he do's that of the defamed 
perſon. The ſofteſt whiſper of this kind, 
will find others to echo! 1t, till it reach 
the ears of the concerned party, and 
perhaps with ſome enhancing; circam- 
ſtances too. And when 'tis confider d how 
unwilling men are to hear of their faults, 
tho even in the mildeſt and moſt chari- 
table way of admonition, tis not to be 
doubted a publick Defamation, will ſeem 
diſobliging cnough to proyoke a return; 

I which 
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which again begets a rejoinder, and ſo 
the quarrel is carried on with mutual 
recriminations ; all malicious enquiries 
are made into each others manners, and 
thoſe things which perhaps thev did in 
cloſers, come to be proclaimed upon the 
houſe top : ſo the wild-fire runs round, 
till ſometimes nothing but blood will 
quench it ; or if it arrive not to that, 
yet it uſually fixes m irreconcileable 
feud. To this are often owing thoſe dif- 
tances we ſce among friends and re- 
lations ; this breeds much ſtrangeneſs, 
ſuch animoſities amongſt neighbours, that 
you cannot go to one, but you ſhall 
be entertam'd with invectives againſt the 
other ; nay perhaps you ſhall loſe both, 
becauſe you are willing to fide with ne1- 
ther. 

20, THESE are the uſual conſcquen- 
ces of the liberty of the Tongue : and 
what account can any man g1ve to him- 
ſelf, either in chriſtianity or prudence, 
that has let in ſuch a train of miſchiefs, 
meerely to gratity an impotent childiſh 
humor of telling a tale ? Peace was the 
great Legacy Chriſt left to his followers, 
and ought to be guarded , tho we expole 
tor it our greateſt temporal concerns, 

b bur 
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but cannot without deſpight to him, 
as well as our brethren, be thus proſti- 
tutcd, 

21. YET if we conſider it abſtract- 
edly from thoſe more ſolemn miſchiets 
which attend it, the mere levity and 
unworthineſs of it ſcts it below an in- 
genuous perion. We generally think a 
tatler and buſe-body a title of no ſmall 
reproch : yct truly I know not to whom 
it more jultly belongs , than to thoſe, 
who buſy themſelves firlt in learning, 
and then in publiſhing the taults of o- 
thers : an emploiment which the Apoſtle 
thought a blot , evcn upon the weaker 
lex, and thinks the prevention of ſuch 
unportance , that he preſcribes them to 
change their whole condition of lite; to 
convert widow-hood ( tho a ſtate which 
in other ceſpects he much preters, x Cor. 
7.8.) into marriage, rather than cx- 
pole themſclves to the temtation, 1 Tim, 
5.13, 14. And it their impotence can- 
not atlord excuſe tor it, what a de- 
baſement is it of mens nobler facultics 
to be thus entertained ? The Hiſtorian 
g1VvCs It as an 1ll indication of Domzttan's 
temper,that he emploid himſelt in catch- 
ing and tormenting flies : and ſure they 
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fall not under a much better character, 
either tor wiſdom or good nature , who 
thus ſnatch up all the little flutteri INT re- 
ports they can mcet with to the preju- 
dice of their neighbours. 

22, But beſides the divulging the 
faults of others, there 1s another branch 
of Detrattion naturally ſpringing from 
this root , and this 1s cenſuring and fe- 
vere judging of them. We think not 
we have well play'd the Hiſtor.ans, when 
we have told the thing , unleſs we add 
alſo our remarks , and animadyecrſions 
on it. And altho tis, God knows, bad 
cnough to make a naked relation ; and 
truſt it to the ſeverity of the hearers; yet 
few can content themſelves with that, 
but muſt give thenf a ſample of rigor, 
and by the bitterneſs of their own cen- 
ſure invite them to paſs the like : a pro- 
AY contrary to all rules of law or equi- 

, for the Plaintiff to atſume the part 
of a Judge. And we may cahily divine 
the tate of that mans fame, that is fo 
unduly tricd, 

'T1s indeed fad to fee how many 
private tribunals are every where ſet 
up, where we fcan and jucgc our neigh- 
bours aCtions, but ſcarce ever acquit any. 
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We take up with the moſt incompetent 
witneſſes , nay often ſuborn our own 
ſurmiſcs and jealouſies, that we may be 
ſure to caſt the unhappy criminal, How 
nicely and ſcrupuioutly do we examine 
every circumſtance ; ( would God we were 
but half as exact in our own penitential 
inquifitions ) and torture it to make 1t 
confeis ſomething which appears not in 
the more ocneral view of the tact, and 
which perhaps never was in the actors 
imtcntion ? ina word we do like witches 
with their magical Chymiltry, cxtract all 
the venum, and take none of the allay. 
By this means we confound the degrecs 
of fins, and ſentence deliberate and in- 
deliberate , an habit or an aCt ail at one 
rate, that is commonly, at the utmolt it 
can amount to, even 1n its worlc ac- 
ception : and ſure this were a moſt cul- 
pable corruption in judgment, could we 
Ihew our commultion to judge our bre- 
thren. 
BuT here we may every one of 
vs interrogate our ſ{clves in our Savior s 
_ Ii/ho made me a judee? Luke 12. 
And it he diſclaim'd it, who in re- 
feet of his Divinity had the Supreme 
right, and that too in a caſe wherein 
Once 
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one ( at leaſt) of the Litigants had de- 
fired his interpoſition , what a boldneſs 
1s it in us to aſſume it, where no ſuch 
appeal 1s made to us, but on the con- 
trary the party: diſowns our Authority ? 
Nay ( which is infinitely more ) 'tis ſu- 
perſeded by our Law-giver, in that 
expreſs prohibition, Matth. 7. 1. Fudge 
not , and that backt' with a ſevere pe- 
nalty, that ye be not \qudged. As God 
hath appointed vengeance to himſelf, 
{o has he judicature alſo ; and 'tis an in- 
vaſion of his peculiar, forany ( but his 
Delegates the lawtul Magiſtrates) to 
pretend to cither. And indeed in all pri- 
vate judgment, ſo much depends upon 
the intention of the offender , that un- 
leſs we could poſleſ(s our ſelves of Gods 
omniſcience, twill be as irrational as 
impious to aſſume his authority. Until 
we know mens hearts, we arc at the 
beſt but 1mpertect judges of their aCti- 
ons. At our rate of judging St. Paul 
had ſurely paſsd for a moſt malicious 
perſecutor , whereas God ſaw he d:d t 
wnorantly im unbeltzf, and upon that in- 
tuition had mercy on him, 1 Tim. 1.13. 
Tis therefore good counſel which. the 
Apoſtle gives, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Fudge nothing 
efore 
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before the time until the Lord come. For 
tho 'tis ſaid, the ſaints ſball judge the 
world, 1 Cor. 6. 2. yet it mult be at the 
great aſhze, and he that will nceds 1n- 
trude himſelf into the office before the 
time, will be in danger to be rather paſ- 
five than active 1 the judicatory. 1 do 
not here adviſe to ſuch a ftupid charity 
as ſhall make no diſtin&ion of aCtions. 
I know there is a wo pronounced as 
well to thoſe who call evil good, as good 
ert], Surely when we ſec an open no- 
torious fn committed, we may expreſs 
a dcteſtation of the crune , tho not of 
the actor ; nay it may ſometimes be a 
neceſſary Charity , both to the offen- 
der, and to the innocent fpeCtators, as 
an Amulet to keep them from the con- 
tagion of the example. But ſtill even 
in theſe caſes, our ſentence mult not 
excced the cvidence, we mult judge on- 
ly according to the vitble undoubted 
circumſtances, and not aggravate the 
crime upon preſumtionsand conjectures; 
it we do, how right foever our gueſles 
may be, our judgment 1s not, but we 
are as St. James ſpeaks, Fudgcs of evil 
thoughts, Chap. 2. 4. 

25. INDEED this raſh judging 1s not 
only 
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only very unjuſt both to God and man, 
but it is an a& of the preateſt pride, 
When we ſet our ſelves in the tribunal, 
we alwaics look down with contemt on 
thoſe at the bar. And certainly there 
is nothing do's ſo gratify, ſo regale an 
haughty humor, as this picce of uſurpt 
ſoverainty over our brethren: but the 
more it do's ſo,the greater neceſſity there 
is to abſtain from it. Pride is an hardy 
kind ot vice, that will live upon the 
barclt paſture : you cannot ſtarve 1t with 
the moſt induſtrious mortifications : how 
little nced 1is there then of pampering 
and heightning it, which we cannot more 
cffectually do,than by this cenſorious hu- 
mor ? for by that we are ſo perpetually 
emploid abroad, that we have no letſure 
to look home-ward, and ſec our own de- 
tes. We arc hike the inhabitants of At, 
ſol.8.1o eager upon the purſuit of others, 
that we lcave our felves exposd to the 
ambuſhes of Satan , who will be ſure {till 
to encourage us in our chaſe, draw us {till 
farthcr and farther from our ſelves, and 
cares not how zcalous we arc in fighting 
againlt the crunes of others, ſo he can 
but keep that zcal from rccotling upon 
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26. LasSTLyY this judging others 1s | 
one of the higheſt violations of Charity, | 
The Apoltle gives it as one of the pro- 
perties of that grace, that zt thinks no 
evil (1. 6.) 1s not apt to make ſeyerc con- 
ſtructions , but ſets every thing in the 
faireſt light , puts the molt candid inter- 
pretations that the matter will bear. And 
truly this is of great importance to the 
reputation of our neighbours. The world 
we know 1s in many inſtances extreme- 
ly governed by opinion, but in this 1t 1s 
all in all; it has not only an influence 
upon it, but 1s that very thing : reputa- 
tion being nothing but a fair opinion 
and eſtimation among others. Now this 
opinion 1s not alwaies ſwayed by due 
motives : ſometimes little accidents, and 
often fancy, and ofteſt prepoſlefſion go- 
verns in it. So that many times he that 
puts the firlt ill Character, fixes the 
ſtamp which afterwards goes current in 
the world. The generality of people 
take up prejudices ( as they do religions ) 
upon truſt : and of thoſe that are more 
curious of inquiring into the grounds, 
there arc not many who vary on the 
more charitable hand, or bring the com- 
mon {cntencc to review, with intent to 

; mo- 
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moderate but enhance it. Men arc apt 
to think it ſome diſparagement to their 
acuteneſs and invention, it they can- 
not ſay ſomething as ſharp upon the {ub- 
ject, as has bin ſaid betorc; and ſo tis the 
buſineſs of many to lav on more load, 
but of few to take off : and theretore he 
that paſles the firlt condemnatory fen- 
tence, 1s like the incendiary in a popular 
tumult, who is chargcable with all thoſe 
diſorders to which he gave the firlt riſe, 
tho that tree not his abettors trom their 
ſhare of the guilt, 
z7. AND as this 1s very uncharitable 
in reſpect of the injury otter d , to allo 
IS 1t in retleftion on the grand rule of 
Charity. Can we e pretend to love our 
neighbours as our ſclves, and yet ſhall 
our love tohim: have the quite CONtrary 
effects to that we bear our ſelves 2 Can 
{elt-love lefſen our beam into a mote, 
and yet can our love to him magnity 
his mote into a beam ? No certainly, true 
Charity 1s more fincere, dos not turn 
to us the reverſe-cnd of the perſpective, 
to repreſent our own faults at a diſtance, 
and in the moſt diminutive fize, and 
vet ſhuffle the other to us when we arc 
to view his, No, theſe are tricks of 
M Le- 
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Legerdemain we read i In another {chool, 


even in his whole ſtile 1s rhe accuſer of 


the brethren. We know how frequently 
God proteſts againſt falſe weights and 
falſe meaſures. And {urcly 'tis not only in 
the ſhop or market that he abhors them, 
they are no leſs abominable in conver- 
ſation than in trattic. To buy by one 
meaſurc and cll by another, 1s not more 
unequal, than 1t 1s to have theſe differing 
{tandards for our own and our _— 
bours taults, that our own ſhall weigh, 1 
the prophet Jeremic's phraſe, /z/ter ox 
vanity , yea nothing 5 and ject his ( tho 
really the lighter ) "hall prove Zacharie's 
talent of lead, This is ſuch a partialt- 
ty, as conhits not with common honc- 
[tv, and can therctore never be recon- 
ciled with Chrittian Charity : and how 
demurecly focver ſuch men may pretend 
to ſanity, that interrogation of God 
preſies hard upon them » Jhall I count 
them pure with the wicked ballances, and 
with the bag of deceitful werghts *? Nicah 
6. 11, Such bitter inveCtives againſt other 
mens faults, and induloence or pallia- 
tion of thcir own, thews their zeal 
lies in their ſpleen, and that they con- 
der not ſo much what 18 done, as who 
do $ 
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dos it: and to ſuch the ſentence of the 
Apoltle is very applicable , Rom. 2. 1. 
Therefore thou art inc xcuſable , O man, 
whoſoever thou art that judgeſt , for where- 
m thou judeeſt another thou condemene {t thy 
ſelf, for thou that judzeſt doeſt the ſame 
thing. But admit a man have not the 
very ſame guiits he cenſures in ano- 
ther, yet 'tis ſure every man has ſome ; 
and of what ſort ſocver they be, he de- 
fircs not they ſhould be rigoroully ſcan'd, 
and therefore by the rule ot Charity, 
yea and Juſtice too, ought not to do 
that which he would not ſuffer. 1f he 
can find extenuations for his own crimes, 
he 1s in all reaſon to preſume others may 
have ſo for theirs : the common trailty 
of our nature, as it 15 apt alike to betray 
us to faults, lo it gives as cqual a ſhare in 
the excuſe ; and therefore what | would 
have pals tor the effe&t of unpotency ol 
inadvertence in my fclt, 1 can with no 
tolcrable ingenuity give a worle name 
to in him, 

28. WE have now viewed both thetic 
branches of detraction, ieen both the 
fin and miſchicts of them ; we may now 
join them together in a concluding vob- 
{crvation, which is, that they are as ium- 
dl 2 prudent 
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prudent as they arc unchriſtian. 1t has 
bin received among the maxims of civil 
life, not unneceſſarily to exaſperate any 
body ; ; to which agrecs the advice of an 
ancient Philoſopher, Speak not evil of 
thy neighbour , if thou doſt thou ſhalt hear 
that which will not fail to trouble thee, 
There 1s no perſon ſo inconfiderable, 
but may at ſome time or other do a 
diſpleaſure : but in this of defaming 
men need no harneſling, no preparation: 
every man has his weapons ready {or a 
return : ſo that none can ſhoot theſe ar- 
rows, but they muſt expect thev will re- 
vert with a rebounded force ; not only 
to the violation of Chriſtian Unity ( as 
I have before obſerv'd ) but to the ag- 
greſlors great ſ{ccular detriment , both in 
tame, and oftentimes intereſt alſo. Re- 
venge is ſharp-ſighted, and overlooks no 
opportunity of a retaliation ; and that 
commonly not bounded as the Levitical 
oncs were, An ee for an ewe, a tooth for 
a tooth, Exod. 21. 24. no nor by the lar- 
ger proportions iy their reſtitutions four- 
fold , Exod. 22. 1. but extended to the 
utmoſt Power ofche inflicter. The ex- 
amples arc innumcrable of men who 
have thus laid themſelves open in their 
orcatelt 
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greateſt concerns, and have let looſe 
the hands as well Tongues of others a- 
gainſt them, merely becauſe they would 

ut no reſtraint upon their own : which 
1s ſo great indiſcretion, that to them we 
may well apply that of Solomon, A fools 
mouth is his deſtruttion , and his lips are the 
ſnare of his ſoul, Prov. 18. 7. 

29. AND now who can ſufficiently 
wonder, that a practice that ſo thwarts 
our intereſt of both worlds, ſhould come 
univerſally to prevail among ns ? Yet 
that it dos ſo, I may appeal to the con- 
{ciences of moſt, and to the obſervation 
of all. What ſo common topic of di{- 
courſe 1s there, as this of back-biting 
our neighbours > Come into company 
of all ages, all ranks, all profeſſions, 
this 1s the conſtant entertainment : and 
I doubt he that at night ſhall duly re- 
colle&t the occurrences of the day, ſhall 
very rarely be able to ſay, he has ſpent 
it without hcaring or ſpeaking ( per- 
haps both ) ſomewhat of this kind. Nay 
even thoſe who reſtrain themſelves other 
liberties, are often apt to indulge to 
this: many who are {ſo juſt to their 
neighbours property, that as Abraham 
once ſaid , Gen. 14. 23. they would not 
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take from him, even : from a thred to a ſhoe 
latchet , are yet ſo inconfiderate of his 
Fame, as to find themſelves diſcourſe 
at the expence of that, tho infinitly a 
greater injury than the robbing of his 
coffer : which ſhew's what falſe meaſures 
we are apt to take of things, and evin- 
ces that many of thoſe, who have not 
only in general abjur d the world in their 
baptiſm, but do in many inſtances ſeem 
to themſelves ( as well as others) to have 
gaind a ſuperiority over it, do yet in 
this undiſcernably yield it the greatelt 
enſign of ſoverainty, by permitting it to 
ſet the ſtandards and eſtimates of things, 
and taking its cuſtomary preſcriptions 
for laws. For what beſides this unhap- 
py ſervility to cuſtom , can poſlibly re- 
concile men that own Chriſtianity , to 
a practice {0 widely diſtant from it ? 'Tis 
true thoſe that proteſs themſelves men 
of this world , who defign only. their 
portion 1n this life , may take 1t up as 
ſometimes conducing (at leaſt {cemingly) 
to their end : but tor thoſe who propoſe 
higher hopes to themſelves, and know 
that Charity 1s one of the main props 
to thoſe hopes, how fooliſhly do they 
undermine themlelyes, when they ee 
act 
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a& againſt their principles, and that up- 
on no other authority, but that of po- 
pular uſage ? I know men are apt tO CXx- 
cuſe themſelves upon their indignation 
againſt vice, and think that their zeal 
muſt as well acquit them for this viola- 
tion of the ſecond Table, as it once did 
Moſes for the breaking both, Exod. 32. 
19. But to ſuch I may anſwer in Chriſts 
words, Luke 9g. 55. Ye know not what 
manner of ſþirit ye are of. Meekneſs and 
Charity are the evangelical graces, which 
will moſt recommend and affimilate us 
to him, who was meek and lowly in 
heart. But after all this pretext of zeal, 
I fear it is but a chcat we put on our 
ſelves, the Elder brothers raunent only 
to diſguiſe the Supplanter, Gen. 27. Let 
men truly ranſack their own breaſts, 
and I doubt the bett will ftind there 1s 
ſomething of vanity which les at the 
bottom , if it be not the poſitive ſort 
mention d before, of deſigning to 1llu- 
ſtrate my {clt by others blemithes , yet 
at leaſt the negative, that I am unwil- 
ling to incur the contemt incident to 
thoſe, who ſ{cruple at ſmall fins. Beſides 
I obſerve perhaps, that tis the common 
entertainment ot the world, to detame 

their 
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roceed not from the abundance of my 
Charity, but the defet of my Wat. 

20, BUT lure they that can thus ar- 
gue, do hereby give a more demonſtra- 
tive proof of that detect. He whoſe wit 
is ſo precarious, that 1t mult depend on- 
ly upon the folly or vice of another, 
had belt give over all pretence to it. 
He that has nothing of his own growth 
to ſet before his gueſts, had better 
make no invitations, than break down 
his neighbours incloſure, and feaſt them 
upon his plunder. Beſides how pitiful 
an atteſtation of wit 1s it, to be able. 
to make a diſgracetul relation of ano- 
ther ? No ſcolding woman but may ſet 
up ſuch Trophies : and they that can 
value a man upon ſuch an account, may 
prefer the Scarabes, who teed upon dung, 
and are remark'd by no other property, 
before the Bee that ſucks flowers and 
returns hony. 

31, BT in the next place admit this 
reſtraint ſhould certainly expole one to 

. that 
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that reproach ; methinks this ſhould be 
no news to thoſe who know the con- 
dition of Chriſtianity 1s to take up the 
- Croſs: and ſure it cannot weigh lighter 
than in this inſtance. What am I the 
worſe if a vain talkative perſon think 
me too reſery'd ? Or it he, whoſe trolic 
levity is his diſcaſe, call me dull, becauſe 
I vapor not out all my ſpirits into troth ? 
Socrates when inform'd of ſome deroga- 
ting ſpeeches one had uſed of him be- 
hind his back, made only this facetious 
reply, Let him beat me too when 1 am 
abſent. And he that gets not ſuch an 
indifference to all the idle cenſures of 
men, will be diſturbd in all his civil 
tranſaQtions, as well as his chriſtian : 
it being ſcarce poſſible to do any thing, 
but there will be deſcants made on it. 
And if a man will regard thoſe winds, 
he muſt, as So/omon ſaics, never ſow, Eccl. 
11, 4. He mult ſuſpend even the ncece(- 
ary a&tions of common lite , if he will 
not venture them to the being misjudg- 
ed by others. 

32. BuT there 1s yet a farther con- 
fideration in this matter : for he that 
upon ſuch a deſpicable motive wall yio- 
late his duty in one particular, lets Sa- 

N Can 


— 
— 


98 TheGovernment of the Tongue. 


tan get a main point of -him, and can 
with no good Logic deny to do i in 
others. Detraction 1s not the only fin 
in taſhion : Profaneneſs, and Obſcenity, | 
and all forts of luxury are ſo too, and | 
threaten no leſs reproach to thoſe who 
{cruple at them. Upon the ſame grounds 
therefore that he diſcards his Charity to 
his neighbour, he may alſo his Piety, his 
Modelty , his Temperance, and almoſt 
all other virtues. And to ſpeak the truth, 
there is not a more fertile womb of fin, | 
than this dread of lt mens reproach. O- | 
ther corruptions muſt be gratifid with 
colt and induſtry , but in this the devil 
hath no farther trouble than to laugh 
men out of their ſouls. So prolific a vice 
therefore had need be weeded out of 
mens hearts : for if it be allowed the leaſt 
corner, 14 it be indulged to in this one 
inſtance, "twill quickly ſpread it ſelf far- 

ther. | 
33. YET aftcr all, this fear of rc- 
proach is a mere fallacy, ſtarted to dil- 
guiſc a more real cauſe of tear : tor the 
greater danger of reproach do's indced 
[1c on that other fide, Common eſti- 
matlon puts an ill character upon prag- 
matic medling people, For tho the in- 
quiſt- 
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quiſitivencſs and cur iofity of the hearer 
may ſometimes render ſuch diſcourſes 
atetul enough to him, yet it leaves in 
_ no good impreſſions of the ſpeaker. 
This is well obſery'd by the {on of Sirach, 
Eccluſ. 19. 8, 9. Whether tt be to friend 
or foe , talk not of other mens lives , and 
if thou canſt without offence , reveal "them 
not , for he heard and obſerv A thee, and 
when time cometh he will hate thee. In 
a word all conſidering perſons will be 
ever upon their guard in ſuch company, 
as foreſecing that they will talk no Icls 
freely of them, than they do of others 
before them,Nor can the commonneſs of 
the guilt obviate the cenſure , there be- 
ing nothing more frequent than for 
men to accuſe their own faults in other 
perſons, Vice is like a dark lantern, 
which turns its bright fide only to him 
that bears it , but looks black and d11- 
mal in anothers hand : and in this par- 
ticular none has ſo much reaſon to tear 
a defamer, as thoſe who arc themſclves 
ſuch : tor ( beſides the common pruden- 
tial motive) their own conſ{ciouſnels 
gives them an inward alarm , and make; 
them look for a retribution in the {1c 
kind, Thus upon the whole matrc 
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{ee, there 1s no real temtation, even to 
our vanity, to comply with this uncha- 
ritable cuitom , we being ſure to loſe 
more repute by it than we can propoſe 
to our ſelves to gain. The being elteem'd 
an 11] man will not be ballanced by be- 
ing thought pleaſant ingenious compa» 
ny, were one ſurc to be ſo. But tis odds 
that -will not be-acquired by it neither, 
for the molt afſiduous tale-bearers and bit- 
rerclt revilers are often half-witted peo- 
le: there being nothing more frequent- 
# obſerved, than ſuch mens aptnels to 
ſpeak evil of things they underſtand not, 

Jude 10. 
34, Olct not then thoſe that have re- 
pudiated the more inviting fins, ſhew 
themſelves philtred and bewitch d by this, 
but inſtead of ſubmitting to the ill exam- 
ple of others, {et a good one to them, and 
endeavor to bring this unchriſtian cuſtom 
out of faſhion, I am ſure if they donot, 
they will be more deeply chargeable than 
others: for the more command they have 
over their other corruptions,the more do 
they witneſs againſt themſelves. Their 
remifsneſs and willing ſubje&ion to this, 
beſides their example when 111, is more 
enſnaring than other mens, and -is apt 
ro 
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to infinuate eaſy thoughts of the fin. 
Men are apt to think themlelves ſafe 
while they tollow one of noted picty, 
and the authority of his perſon often 
leads them blindfold into his failings. 
Thus when Peter diſſembled, St. Paul tells 
us, that the other Fews and even Barna- 
bas alſo was carried away with his difſimu- 
lation, Galat. 2. 13. And I doubt not in 
this particular many are encouraged by 
the liberty they ſee even good men take. 
So that ſuch have a more accumulative 
guilt, for they do not only commit, but 
patronize the fault: the confideration 
whereof has kept me, I confeſs , longer 
upon this head than 1s proportionable 
to the brevity of the reſt ; but 1 think 
not longer than agrees to the importance 
of the ſubject. 

25. AND now fince we have conſi- 
der d the malignity of this fin of Detra- 
thon, and yet withal find that 'tis a fin, 
which as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, doth ſo eaſily 
beſet us, 'tis but a natural Corollary 
that we enforce our vigilance againſt it. 
And where the importance and dithcul- 
ty are both ſo great, 'twill be a little 
neceſſary to conſider what are the likel:- 
eſt means, the moſt appropriate antidote 

againſt 
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againſt 'this ſo dangerous, and yet fo 
epidemic a diſcaſe. 

36. AND here the common rule of 
Phyſic 1s; to be adverted to, viz. to Ccx- 
amine the cauſes, that the remedics may 
be adapted to them. I ſhall therefore in 
the firſt placc defire every man ſeriouſly 
to ſtudy his own conſtitution of mind, 
and obſerve what arc his particular tem- 
tations to this fin of detrattron, whe- 
ther any of thoſe I have before menti- 
ond, as Pride, Envy , Levity, &c. or 
any other which lies deeper, and 1s only 
diſcernible to his own inſpe&tion. Let 
him, I ſay, make the ſcrutiny, and then 
accordingly apply himſelf to correc the 
fin in its firſt principle. For as when 
there 1s an eruption of humors in any 
part 'tis not cured meerely by outward 
applications , but by ſuch alterative me- 
dicines as purify the blood ; ſo this Le- 
proly of the Tongue will ſtill ſpread 
farther, if it be not check d in its ſpring 
and ſource, by the mortifying of thoſe 
corrupt inclinations, which feed and 
heighten it. 

37. Fas 1s an inquifition T mult 
leave to every mans own Conlcicnce, 
which alone can teſtify by what im- 

pulſes 
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pulſes he acts, Yet as the Rabbins were 
wont to ſay , that in eyery ſignal judg- 
ment which betell the Jews, there was 
ſome grain of the Golden-calt; ſo I think 
I may venture to ſay, that in all detra- 
#:on, there is ſome mixture of pride : 
and therctore I ſuppoſe, a Caution a- 
oainſt that, will be ſo generally ſeafon- 
able, that it may well lead the Van of 
all other advices in this matter. And 
here tis very obſervable, that God who 
has made of one blood all nations of the 
earth, ACts 17. has ſo equally diſtribu- 
ted all the moſt valuable privileges of 
humane nature, as if he defign'd to pre- 
clude all inſulting of one man over an- 
other. Neither has he only thus infinua- 
ted it by. his Providence, but has en- 
forc'd it-by his commands. In the Levi- 
tical Law we find what a particular care 
he takes to moderate the rigor of Ju- 
dicial correction , upon this very ac- 
count, lelit thy brother be deſprſed m 
thine eres, Deuter. 25, 3. So unreaſon- 
able did he think it, that the crime or 
miſcry of one , ſhould be the exultation 
of another. And St. Paul brands it as a 
great guilt of the Coremthians , that they 
upon the occation of the inceltuous per- 

ſon 
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ſon were puffed up , when they ſhould have 
mourned , 1 Cor. 5.2. When we ſee a 
dead corps, we are not apt to inſult o- 
ver it, or brag of our own health and 
vigor ; but it rather damps us, and makes 
us reflect, that it may ( we know not how 
ſoon ) be our own condition, And cer- 
tainly the ſpeQacles of ſpiritual mor- 
tality ſhould have the ſame operation. 
We haye the ſame principles of corru- 
ption with our lapſed brethren, and 
have nothing but Gods grace, to ſecure 
us from the ſame effect, and by theſe 
inſulting refleftions forteit that too ; 
for he geves grace only to the humble, Jam. 
4. C. St. Paul's advice therefore ' is very 
appoſite to this caſe, Gal, 6. 1, Bre- 
thren , if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
conſidering thy ſelf leſt thou alſo be tem- 
ted. In a word the faults of others ought 
to cxcite our pity towards them, our 
caution as to our ſelyes, and our thank- 
tulneſs to God, if he hath hitherto pre- 
ſervd us from the like, For who made 
thee to differ from another ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. But 
if we _ our ſails and triumph o- 
ver theſe wrecks, we expoſe our ſelves to 
worle, Other fins like rocks may ſplit us, 

» yet 
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yet the lading may be prelervd : but 
Pride like a gulph ſwallows us up ; our 
very virtues when fo leavened , becom- 
ing weights and plummets to link us tO 
the deeper ruine. The counlel theretore 
of the Apoltle, 1s very pertinent to thus 
matter, Rom. 11. 20. Be not high minded, 
but fear. 

32k, BuT God knows we can inſult 
over others when we are not only un- 
der a potſhbility, but are actually involy d 
in the ſame guilt: and then what are all 
our accuſations and bitter cenfures of 
others, but indiAtments and condemna- 
tory ſentences againſt our fclves? And 
we may jultly expcct God ſhould take 
us at our word, and reply upon us as the 
Prophet did upon David, Thou art the 
man, 2 Sam, 12, 7, For tho our ofticious 
vehemence againſt anothers crime , may 
blind the eics of mcn , vet God 1s not 
ſo mocked. As theretore when a thiet 
or murderer 1s detected, it gives an a- 
larm to the whole contederacy ; io when 
we find our own guilts purſue] in other 
mens perlons, 1s not a time for us to 
jon in the profecution , but rather by 
lamble and penitent reflections on our 
Iclves to provide tor our own fatcty. 


'Y When 
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When therefore we find our ſelves (up- 
on any miſdemeanour of our brother ) 
ready to mount the tribunal, and pro- 
nounce our ſentence, let us firſt conli- 
der how competent we are for the office, 
calling to mind the deciſion of Chriſt once 
made in the like caſe, He that 5 with- 
out ſim let him firſt caſt. a ſtone, Joh. 8. 7. 
And if we did this, many perhaps of 
our fiercelt impeachers, would think fit 
to retire and leave the delinquent ( as 
they themſelves finally defire to be) to 
to the merciful indulgence of a Saviour, 
In ſhort, would we but look into our own 
hearts, we ſhould find ſo much work for 
our inquiſitions and cenſure, that we 
ſhould not be at leiſure to ramble a- 
broad for it. And therefore as Lycurgus 
once ſaid to one , who importun d him 
tocitabliſh a popular parity in the ſtate, 
do thou, ſaics he, begin it firſt in thine 
own family : ſo ſhall 1 "adviſe thoſe that 
will be judging, to practiſe firlt at home. 
And 1t they will confine themſelves to 
that, till there be nothing left to cor- 
rect, I doubt not their neighbour wall 
be well enough ſccur d againit their de- 

trations, 
39. ANOTHER preſervation againſt 
that 
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that fin 1s the trequent contemplation of 
the laſt and great judgment. This 1s in- 
deed a Catholicon aga:nit all : but we find 
It particularly apply d by St. Pau/ to this 
of judging and deſpifing our brethren. 
Why doſt thou judge thy brother ? or why doſt 
thou ſet at nought thy brother ? IVe jhall all 
ſtand before the judgment feat of Chriſt 
Rom. 14. 10. That 1s the great day of 
revelation and retribution , and we are 
not to anticipate it by our private im- 
queits or ſentences : we have buſineſs c- 
nough to provide our own accounts a- 
gainit that day. And as 1t were a ſpight- 
tull folly for malctactors that wcre go- 
ing together to the bar, to ſpend their 
time 1n exaggerating each others crimes : 
ſo ſurely 1s it for ns, who are all g0- 
ing toward the dreadtul tribunal, to 
be drawing up Chargcs againſt one ano- 
ther. And who knows but we may then 
meet with the fate of Danzels acculers, {ce 
him we cenlſur' d acquitted, and our felves 
doomed. The penitence of the crimi- 
nal may have numbred him among the 
ſaints, when our unretracted unchari- 
tableneſs may ſend us to unquenchable 
flames. 1 conclude this conſideration 
with the words of St. James , There is one 
C2 law- 
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lawerver who is able to ſave and to deſtroy, 
who art thou that qudgeſt another ? Jam. 
4. 12. 

40. A third expedient may be, to try 
to make a revulhton to the humor, to 
draw it into another chancl. If we 
mult needs be talking of other pcoples 
faults, let it not be to drfamr, but to 
amend them ,, by converting our detra- 
tom and backbiting into admonitton 
and traternal correption. Thus 15a way 
to extract medicine out of the viper, to 
conlecrate even this ſo unhallow'd a part 
of our temper, and to turn the ungratc- 
ful medling cf a buſie-body, into the 
molt obliging office of a friend. And 
indeed had we that zeal for virtuc, 
which we pretend when we inveigh a- 
gainſt vice, we thould furcly lay 1t out 
this way, for this only e1vcs a poſlibi- 
litv of reforming the oftender. But alas ! 
ve order the matter ſo, as 1t we fear d to 
lole the occalion of clamor, and will 
tell all the world but him tliat 1t moſt 
concerns. Indced tis a deplorable thing 
to ſee how univerſally this necellary 
Chriſtian duty 15 neglecteid ; and to that 
neglect we may in a great degree impute 
that ſtrange overilowin?s of detrattion 

among 
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among us. We know the receiving a- 
ny thing into our charge , inſenſibly be- 
gets a love and tendernels to it ( a nurſe 
upon this account comes often to vie 
kindneſs with the mother : ) and would 
we but take one another thus into our 
care , and by friendly vigilance thus 
watch over cach others ſouls, 'tis ſcarce 
imaginable what an endearment it would 
create : ſuch certainly as would infalli- 
bly ſupplant all our unkind reportings, 
and ſevere delcants npon our brethren ; 
ſince thoſe can never take place, but 
when there 1s at leaſt an indiflcrence, 
if not an enmity. 

41. Tre next cure I ſhall propoſe 
for detrattion, is to iubſtract its nu- 
riſhment , by ſupprefling all curioſity 
and inquifhtiveneſs concerning others. 
Were all ſupplics thus cut. oft, it would 
at laſt be ſubdued. The king of Erh- 
opra m a vie of wit with the king of 
Egypt, proposd it as a Problem to 
him, to drink up the Sca, to which 
he replid, by requiring him firſt to ſtop 
the acceſs of Rivers to it :* and he that 
would drain this other Ocean , mult 
take the ſame courſe , dam up the ave- 
nues of thoſe Springs which tced it, He 

that 
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that is alwaies upon the ſcent, hunting 
out ſome diſcovery of others, will be 
very apt to.invitec his neighbours to the 
quarry ; and therefore twill be neceſſa- 
ry for him, to reſtrain himſelf from that 
range : not like jealous States, to keep 
ſpics and penſioners abroad to bring him 
intelligence, but rather diſcourage all 
ſuch oftfticious pick-thanks : for the ful- 
ler he 1s of ſuch informations, the more 
1s his pain it he keep them in, and his 
guilt if he publiſh them. Could men be 
perſwaded to affect a wholcſome igno- 
rance in theſe matters, it would con- 
duce both to their eaſe and innocence: 
for tis this itch of the ear which breaks 
out at the tongue : and were not curio- 
ſity the purveior , detrattion would ſoon 
be [tarved into a tameneſs. 

42. BUT the molt infallible receit of 
all, is the frequent recolleCfting, and ſe- 
rious applying of the grand rule, of do- 
ing as we would be done to: for as de- 
trattion 1s the violation of that, ſo the 
obſcrvation of that mult certainly ſup- 
plant detrattion. Let us therefore when 
we find the humor fermenting within us, 
and ready to break out in declamations 
againſt our brethren, let us, I ſay, check 

it 


= 


SECT. VI. Of Uncharitable Truth, 1211 


it with this ſhort queſtion, Would I my 
ſelf be thus ns'd ? This voice from with- 
in, will be like that trom heaven to St. 
Paul, which ſtopt him in the height of 
his carier, ACt. 9g. 4. And this voice eve- 
ry man may hear that will not ſtop his 
ears, nor gag his conſcience, it being 
but the echo of that native juſtice and 
equity which 1s planted in our hearts: 
and when we have our remedy lo near us, 
and will not uſe it, God may well ex- 
poſtulate with us, as he did with the 
Jews, Why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? 
Ezek. 33. it. 

43. THESE are ſome of thoſe many 
receits which may be preſcribd againſt 
this ſpreading diſeaſe. But indeed there is 
not ſo much need to multiply remedies, 
as to perſwade men to apply them. We 
are in love with our malady, and as loth 
to be cured of the luxury of the tongue, 
as St. Auguſtine was of his other ſenſuali- 
ty, againit which he praycd with a ca- 
veat , that he might not be too ſoon 
heard. But tis ill dallving , where our 
{ſouls are concern d: tor alas! t13 they that 
are wounded by thole darts, which we 
throw at others. We take our aim per- 
haps at our neighbours, but indeed hit 
Our 
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our r ſelves : herein verify ng in the high- 
elt ſenſe that axiom ot the Wiſe-man, 
He that diggeth a put , jk;all fall to it, 
and he that rolleth a ſtone , ut ſhall return 
upon 1m. Prov. 26. 27. 1t therefore we 
have no tendernels, no relenting to our 
brethren, yet let us have ſome to Our 
ſelves; ſo much compatlion, nay ſo much 
reſpect to our precious immortal fouls, 
as not to ſet them at ſo deſpicable a price, 
to put them 1n ballance with the ſatisfy- 
ing of a petulant peevilh yanuty, Surely 
the ſhewing our ſelves 1l|-natur d ( which 
is all the gain detrattion amounts to ) 18 
not 1o enamouring a deſign, that we 
ſhould ſacrifice to it our higheſt intereſt, 
Tis oo much to ſpend our breath in ſuch 
a purſuit : O let not our ſouls allo exhale 
in the vapor; but let us rather pour them 
out 1n praicrs for our brethren, than in 
acculations of them : for tho both the 
one and the other will return into our 
own boloms, yet God knows to far dit- 
tering purpolcs, cven as dittcring as thoſe 
wherewith we utter them. The charity 
of the one Jike kindly cxhalations wall 
deicend in ſhowers of bleſlings , but the 
rigor and aſperity of the other , In a fe- 
vere doom upon our ſclves: tor the A- 

poltle 
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ment without mercy , that hath ſhewed no 
mercy, James 2. 13. 


SSC TT. VIL 


Of Scoffing and Deri/ion. 


HERE is alſo another fault of 

the Tongue injurious to our neigh- 
bour, and that is Deron and Mockery ; 
and ſtriving to render others as ridicu- 
lous and contemtible as we can. This in 
reſpect of the ſubject matter differs from 
the other of Detra&tion, as much as folly 
or deformity dos from vice : yet fince 
injuries as well as benefits, are to be mca- 
ſured by common eſtimation , this may 
come in balance with the other. There 
is ſuch a general aycrfation in humane 
nature to contemt , that there 1s ſcarce 
any thing more exaſpcrating. I wall 
not deny but the excels of that averſa- 
tion may be level d againlt pride : yet 
ſure ſcorn and diſdain never {prung 
from humility , and therefore are very 
P n- 
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incompetent correctors of the other ; ſo 
that it may be ſaid of that , as once it 
was of Dzogenes, that he trampled on Pla- 
to's pride, with greater of his own. 

2. NOR 1s this injury enhanced on- 
ly by the reſentment of the ſufferer, but 
alſo by the way of inflifting ut. We ge- 
nerally think thoſe are the ſevercſt marks 
of infamy which are the molt indclible. 
To be burnt in the hand or palloried, 
Is a more laſting reproach than to be 
ſcourged or confined; and it is the ſame 
in this caſe, for here commonly Wit 1s 
the Lictor, which 1s arm'd with an edg d 
tool, and leaves ſcars behind it. The 
reproach of rage and fury ſcems to be 
writ in chalk or lead, which a dil-paſ- 
fionate hearer eaſily wipes out , but 
thoſe of wit are like the gravers burine 
upon copper, or the corrodings of Aqua- 
fortts , engrave and indent the characters 
that they can never be defaced. The 
truth of this daily expericnce atteſts. A 
dull contumely quickly vaniſhes, no bo- 
dy thinking it worth remembring , but 
when 'tis ſteel d with Wit, it pierces 
deep, leaves ſuch impreffions in the 
fancy of the hearers, that thereby it 
gets rooting in the memory, and will 
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ſcarcely be eradicated ; nay ſometimes 
it happens to ſurvive both ſpeaker and 
hearer, and conveys it ſclf to poſterity ; 
it being not unuſual for the ſarcaſms of 
Wit to be tranſmitted in ſtory, And 
as it thus gives an edge, fo alſo do's it 
add wings to a report, makes it fly a- 
broad in an inſtant. Many a poor mans 
infirmities had been confined to the no- 
tice of a few relations or neighbours, had 
not ſome remarkable ſtrein of drollery 
ſcatter'd and diſperſed them. The jeſt re- 
commends the Detamation , and is com- 
monly ſo incorporate with it, that they 
cannot be related apart. And even thoſe 
who like 1t not in one reſpect, yet are 
many times ſo tranſported with it in the 
other, that they chuſe rather to propa- 
gate the contumely, than ſtifle the con- 
ceit, Indeed Wit is ſo much the Drana 
of this age , that he that goes about to 
ſet any bounds to it, muſt expeC&t an wþp- 
roar, Ats 19. 28. &C. or at leaſt to be jud- 
ged to have impoſed an envious inhibt- 
tion on it, becauſe himſelt has not ſtock 
enough to maintain the trade. But how 
ever ſharp or unexpected the cenſure 
may ſeem to be, yet 'tis neceſſary that 
plain downright truth ſhould ——— 
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be ſpoken, and I think that will bear me 
out, if I ſay tis poſſible men may be 
as oppreſſive by their parts, as their 
power ; and that God did no more de- 
ſign the meaner intelleCtuals of ſome for 
trumphs to the pride and vanity of the 
more acute, than he did the poſleflions 
of the leſs powertul, as a prey to the ra- 
pinc and avarice of the mighty. 

3. AND this ſuggeſts a yet farther 
aggravation of this fin, as It 1s a per- 
verting of Gods deſign, and abule of the 
talent he has committed to men in truſt, 
Ingenuity and quicknel> of parts, 1s ſure 
to be reckoned in the highelt rank of 
bleſſings, and an inſtrument proper for 
the moſt excellent purpoſes : and there- 
fore we cannot ſuppoſe the Divine wil- 
dom ſo much ſhort of humane, as not 
in his intention to aſlign it to uſes wor- 
thy of it. Thoſe muſt relate either to 
God, our iclycs, or our neighbours. In 
reſpect of God, it renders us more Ca- 
pable of contemplating his perteCtions, 
diſcerning the equity and excellence of 
his laws, and our obligations to obedi- 
ence, In regard of our ſelves it makes 
us ——__ our own intereſt in that 
obedience ; makcs us tractable and per- 
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ſwaſible, contrary to that brutiſh ſtub- 
borneſs of the Horſe and Mule , which 
the Pſalmiſt reproaches, Pal. 32. 9. Be- 
ſides it accommodates us in all the con- 
cerns of humane life, forms it ſelf into 
all thoſe uſetul contrivances, which may 
make our being here more comfortable : 
eſpecially it renders a man company to 
himſelf, and in the greateſt dearth of 
ſociety , entertains ham with his own 
thoughts. Laſtly, as to our neighbours, 
it renders us uſetul and affiftant, All 
thoſe diſcoveries and experiments, thoſe 
Arts and Sciences, which are now the 
common treaſure of the world, took 
their firſt riſe from the ingenuity of par- 
ticular perſons : and in all perſonal ex1- 
gencies wherein any of us are at any 
time involyed , we need not be told the 
uſcfulneſs of a wiſe adviſer. Now all 
theſe are emploiments commenſurable to 
the faculty fm whence they flow , and 
that anſwer its excellence and value; and 
he that ſo beſtows his talent, gives a good 
account of his truſt, But 1 would fain 
know under which of theſe heads der:-- 
fon of our neighbour comes in ; cer- 
tainly not under that of being aſfliftant 
to him, It would be a ſorry relief to a 
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poor indigent wretch, to laviſh out wit 
upon him, in upbraiding of his miſery, 
And is not this a parallel caſe? ls it 
not the ſame barbariſm , to mock and 
reproach a man that wants the gifts of 
Nature, as him that wants thoſe of For- 
tune ? Nay perhaps it may be more, for 
a beggar may have impoveriſht himſelf 
by his own fault, but in Natural de- 
tes there is nothing to be charged, un- 
leſs we will fly higher, and arraign that 
Providence that hath ſo diſpenſed. In 
a word as the ſuperfluities of the rich 
are by God aflignd as the ftore-houſe 
of the poor ; ſo the abilities of the wiſe 
are of the ignorant: for 'tis a great miſ- 
take, to think our ſelves ſtewards in 
ſome of Gods gifts, and proprietaries in 
others. They are equally to be employ- 
ed, according to the deſignation of the 
donor, and there 1s nothing more uni- 
verſally defign'd by him, than that man- 
kind ſhould be equally helpful to one 
another. Thoſe therefore whom God 
hath bleſt with higher degrees of ſaga- 
city and quickneſs, ought not to look 
down on others as the objects of their 
contemt or ſcorn , but rather of their 
care and pity , cndeayouring to reſcue 

them 
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them from thoſe miſchiefs, to which 
their weakneſs may expoſe them , re- 
membring {till , that God might have 
changed the ſcene, and made themſelves 
what they ſee others. It 1s part of Fobs 
juſtification of his integrity, that he was 
eres to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
Job 29. 15. (z.e.) he accommodated his 
aſliſtances to all the wants and exigencies 
of others : and ſure 'tis no leſs the part 
of a good man to do it in the mental} 
than in the corporeal defects. 

4. BUT alas! many of us would ra- 
ther put a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the blind, pull away the crutch from 
the lame, that we may ſport our ſelyes 
to ſee them tumble : ſuch a ſenſuality 
we have in obſerving and improving 
the imperfeCions of others, that it 1s 
become the grand excellence of the age 
to be dextruous at it, and Wat ſerves 
ſome men for little elſe. We are got in- 
deed into a merry world, laughing is our 
main buſineſs; as if becauſe it has bin 
made part of the definition of man, that 
he is Riſible, his man-hood conſiſted 
in nothing elſe. Burt alas ! if that be all 
the uſe men have of their underſtand- 
ings, they were giyen them to little pur- 

pole 
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poſe, ſince mere idiots can laugh with as 
much pleaſure and more innocence than 
they ; and 1t 1s a great inſtance how ex- 
tremes may be brought to meet, that the 
excels of Wit in the one, and of Folly 
in the other, ſerve to produce the ſame 
effect. 

5. YET ſo voracious is this humor 
now grown, that 1t draws in every thing 
to feed it. There is not game enough 
from the real folly of the world , and 
therefore that which is the moſt di- 
ſtant from it muſt be ſtampt with its 
mark. 'Tis a known ſtory of the Frier 
who on a faſting day bid his Capon be 
Carp, and then very canonically ate 
it; and by ſuch a tranſubſtantiating 
power our Wits bid all ſeriouſneſs and 
conſideration be formality and foppe- 
ry , and then under that name endeavour 
to hunt it out of the world. 1 fear mo- 
ral honeſty fares not better with ſome 
of them than moral prudence. The old 
philoſophical virtues of Juſtice, Tempe- 
rance, and Chaſtity are now hiſt off the 
ſtage, as fit only for the antiquated ſet 
of Actors, and he that appears in that 
equipage, 1s by many thought more ri- 
diculous, than he that walks the ſtreet in 

I his 
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his Anceſtors trunk-hoſe. Nay need 
Vice it felt ts ſcarce {ccure if it have not 
the grand accompli/n mcnt of 11 npndenc ec 
a puny bluthins finner 18 to be laught 
out of his modcity, tho not out of his 
fin ; and to be proot aoainit their {corns 
he mult firit be lo agauit all the regret 
of his own mind. 

6. Anp if mere Ethnic virtue, or 
ſhame-taced vice have this treatment, 
Chriſtian piety mult expect worle : and 
ſo indeed it finds, its protectors being 
beyond all others expoſed to their (corn 
and contemts. Nor is it {trange it thould 
be ſo, ſome men being made, as it is 
Wiſd. 2. 14. to reprove their wates , they 
think in their own detence they are to 
deride theirs. This 1s 1t indeed which 
g1vcs a ſecret ſting and venun to their 
reproaches : other men they abuſe as an 
excerciſe of thei Wit, but theſe in de- 
fence of the partv. So Fulan after his 
Apoltacy ,” thought it a more cftectual 
way to perlecute the Chriſtians by taunts 
and ironics, than by racks and tortures 
as thinking 1t more poſhble to th. une, 
than fright them our of their religion, 
And the {tratagem ſeems to have bin 
reaſliumed by many in this age,, and 1 
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fear with too great ſucceſs : for 1 doubt 
not there are divers who have herded 
themſelves among theſe profane ſcot- 
fers, not that they are convinced by their 
reaſons, but terrihcd by their contume-: 
lies; and as ſome Indians are faid to 
worſhip the Devil, that he may nor 
hurt them ; ſo theſe chuſe to be active, 
that they may not be paſlive in the con- 
temts flung upon religion : ſuch men 
forget the dreadful denunciation of 
Chriſt againſt thoſe that ſhall be aſhamed 
of him and his words. Mark 8. 38. 

7. As for thoſe, who upon a juſter 
citimate , find the advantages of Picty 
worthy to be choſen, and take it with 
all its accellory ignomimies, they have 
the encouragement of very good com- 
pany in their ſufferings. The PſaJmilt 
long ago had his ſhare , when not only 
Thoſe that fate in the gate ſhake againſt 
him , but arunkards xs) ſongs upon him, 
Plalm 69. 12. "Twas alſo the Prophet 
Feremee s complaint, 1 am mm derifion day- 
ly, every one mocketh me , [er 20. 7. Nay 
our bleſſed Lord himſclt was derided in 
his lite by the Phariſees, Luke 16. 14. 
mocked and revilcd at his death by the 
Prieſts, the, Elders, the ſoldiers ; nay 

by 
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by caſual paſſengers , Mat. 27. 39. And 
ſhall the ſervant think himſelf greater 
than his Lord ? Shall a Chriſtian expect 
an immunity from what his Saviour has 
born before him ? ( He that do's fo 1s too 
delicate a member tor a crucified head. ) 
No ſure, let us rather animate our 
ſelves, as the Apoltle exhorts , by con- 
fidering him who as well deſpiſed the ſhame, 
as endured the croſs for us, Heb. 12. 2. 
and who has not only given an Cx- 
ample, but propoſed a reward , a bea- 
titude to thoſe who arc rewiled for righ- 
zeouſneſs ſake , Matth. 5. 11. And when 
this is ſoberly ponder d, twill ſure make 
x caly for us to reſolve with holy Da- 
21d in a like caſe, / will be yet more wile, 
2 Sam. 6. 22. 

8. BUT to rcturn from this digreſſt- 
on to thoſe who thus unhappily employ 
their parts, let me propoſe to them, 
that they would borrow every day ſome 
few minutes from their mirth , and ſc- 
riouſly conſider, whether this-be ( 1 need 
not ſay a Chriſtian, but ) a manly exer- 
ciſe of their facultics. Alas ! when they 
have rallied out the day from one com- 
pany to another, they may ſum up their 
account at night in the wiſe mans ſi- 
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mile, thei laughter has bin but like the 
Cr ac Wn? of thorns unacr a pot, Ecclel. 
7, 6. inade a little brisk noiſe for the 
pocket, and with the ſparkles perhaps 
annowd their neighbours, but what real 
good has 1t brought to themſelves? All 
that they can {ancy is but the repute of 
Vit. Burt ture that might be attainable 
{ome other way. We find the world 
atiected to new things, and this of de- 
r1fion and abuſe to others, 1s ſo beaten a 
road, chat perhaps the very variety of 
a new way would rendcr 1t acceptable. 
They are the l:;ghter ſubſtances that 1till 
{wim away with the ftream, the greater 
and more loi bodics Ps ſometimes 
ſtop the current: and fſurc twere a 
noble ctlay of a mans parts to ſtcin this 
tide, and by a more uſeful application 
of his own [acuitics , convince others 
that theirs might be better emploicd. 
Tis ſaid of Hnacharſis, that at a tealt he 
could not be 2vot to ſmile at the attected 
raller:cs of common [eſters but when 
an ape was brought in he freely laught, 
ſaving, an ape was ridiculous by nature, 
but men by art nd [tudy. And truly 
cis a great contemr of humane nature to 
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for no better end than to raiſe that 
laughter, which a brute can do as well 
and better, 

9. I would not be thought to recom- 
mend ſuch a Stoical ſourneſs, as ſhall 
admit of nothing of the cheertul plea- 
ſant part of converſation. God has not 
ſure bin more rigid to our minds than 
to our bodics : and as he has not ſo de- 
voted the one to toil, but that he al- 
lows us ſome time to exerciſe them in 
recreation as well as labors, ſo doubtleſs 
he indulges the ſame relaxation to our 
minds: which arc not alwaies to be {crued 
upto the height, but allowed to deſcend 
to thoſe cafinctles o& Converſe, which 
entertain the lower taculties of the Soul. 
Nor do I think thole are ill emploicd in 
thoſe little skirmiſhes of Wit , which 
paſs familiarly between intimates and ac- 
quaintances , which befhdes the preſent 
divertiſement, ſcrve to whet and quicken 
the fancv. Yet I conceive this liberty 
is to be bounded with ſome cautions : 
as firſt in theſe encounters, the charge 
ſhould be powder,not bullet ; there ſhould 
nothing be ſaid that ſhould leave any 
ungratetul impreſflions, or give any um- 
brage of a ſpighttul intent, The world 
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wants not experiments of the miſchiefs 
have happened by too ſevere ralleries : 
in ſuch tencing jelt has proved earneſt, 
and florets have oft wo to ſwords, and 
not only the tricnd{hip but the men have 
fallen a ſacrifice to a jelt, 

10. SECONDLY this 1s to have the 
ſame reltri&tion with all other recreati- 
ons, that it be made a divertiſement, not 
a trade. Tis an infinuating thing, and is 
apt to encroach too much upon our time, 
and God knows we have a great deal of 
buſineſs of this world, and much more 
for the next, which will not be done with 
laughing, and thercfore 'tis not tor us 
to play away too much of that time, 
which 1s exacted by more ſcrious con- 
cerns. Tis ſure we ſhall die in earneſt, 
and it will not become us to hve alto- 
gether in jeſt. But beſides this ſtealth of 
our time , tis apt to ſteal away mens 
hearts too, make them ſo dote upon this 
kind of entertainment,that it averts them 
from any thing more ſcrious. I believe I 
may appeal to ſome who have made this 
their buſineſs, whether it go not againſt 
the hair with them to ſet to any thing 
elſe: and having eſpouſed this as their 
one excellence, they are willing to de- 

cry 
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cry all other, that they may the more 
yalue themſelves upon this. By this 
means 1t 1s, that the gift of Rallery has 
in this age, like the lcan kine , devour- 
ed all the more folid worthy qualificati- 
ons; and is counted the moſt reputable 
accompliſhment. A ſtrange inverted clti- 
mate, thus to preter the little ebullitions 
of wit, before ſolid reaſon and judg- 
ment. It they would accommodate their 
diet at the ſame rate, they ſhall eat 
the husk, rather than the kernel, and 
drink nothing bur troth and bubbles. But 
after all, Wiſdom 1s commonly at long 
running juſtified even of hcr delpiſers; 
theſe great idolaters of Wit often daſh- 
ing themſelves upon ſuch rocks, as make 
them too late wiſh , their ſails had bin 
leſs, and their ballatt morc. For the pre- 
venting therefore of more ſuch wrecks, 
I wiſh the preſent caution may be more 
adverted to, not to beſtow an unpropor- 
tionable part of our time or value on 
this flight excrciſe of mans (lighteſt ta- 
culty. 

11. A third Caution in this matter, 1s 
to confine our ſelves to preſent com- 
pany , not to make abſent perfons the 
ſubject of our mirth. "Thoſe freedoms we 

uſe 
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uſe to a mans face as they are common- 
ly more moderate, ſo they are more e- 
quitable , becauſe we expoſe our ſclves 
to the like trom him; but the back 
blows are difingenuous, and give ſuſpici- 
cion we intend not a fair tryal of Wat, 
but a cowardly murder of a mans fame. 
'Twas the precept of the Philoſopher, 
Deriae not the abſent, and 1 think it may 
well be ſo to the Politician : there being 
nothing more imprudent as to our civil 
concerns than the contrary liberty. For 
thoſe things never die in the company 
they are firit vented in (nay perhaps the 
hearer 1s not willing his wit ſhould fo 
ſoon cxpire;) and when they once take 
air, they quickly come to the notice of 
the derided perion, and then nothing in 
the world 1s more diſobliging. "Twas a 
ſober precept given one, not ſo much as 
to laugh in compliance with him that de- 
r14es another, tor you will be hated by 
him he derzdes. And if an acceflory be 
hated, ſure much more the principal : and 
I think 1 may ſay, there are many can 
looner torgive a ſolemn deep contrivance 
againſt them, than one of their jocular 
reproches: for he that defigns ſeems to 
acknowledge them conſiderable , but he 

that 
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that mocks them , ſeems to think them 
' too low for any thing but contemt : and 
we learn from Ariſtotle , that the mea- 
ſare of anger 1s entirely taken thence ; 
men being To far provoked, as they ima- 
gine they. were lighted or affronted. 
In mere ſecular wiſdom it will there- 
fore become men to conſider , whether 
this trade be like to turn to account, or 
whether it be worth the while, at once 
to make a jelt and an enemy. 

12, AND if it be imprudent to make 
man our cnemy, tis much more to make 
God fo, by levelling our blows at any 
thing facred : bug of that I have already 
had occaſion to >ak, and ſhall not re- 
pete ; only give mc leave to ſay , that 
beſides the profaner ſorts of jeſts, which 
more immediately refle&t on him, he is 
concern'd in all the unjuſt reproches of 
our brethren ;' our love to them being 
confirm'd by the ſame divine ſanCtion 
with our reverence to him : and ſure no- 
thing is more inconſiſtent with that love, 
than the expoſing them to that contemt 
we are our ſclves ſo impatient of. In a 
word what repute ſoever this praCtice 
now has of wit, it is very far from wil- 
dom to prov oke God that we may alſo 

R dil. 
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tO account it. Solomon dos almoſt con- 
ſtantly ſet it in oppoſition to a Wiſe 
man : thus it is, Prov. 9. 8. and, again 
Chap. 1 3. 1. and many other places ; and 
on the other ſide cloſely links it with 
the fool : and that not only in title, but 
in puniſhment too, Judgments are "oy 
pared for Scorners, and ſtripes for the back 
of Fools, Prov. 19. 29. So that if qur wits 
think not So/omon too dull for their ca- 
bal, we ſec what a turn he will give to 

their preſent verdict. | 
13. AND if theſe reproaches which 
aim only at oſtentation of Wit, be ſo un- 
juſtifiable , what ſhall we fay to thoſe, 
that are drawn with blacker lines, that 
are founded in malice or envy, or ſome 
undermining deſign ? Eyery man that 1s 
to be ſupplanted cannot, alwaics be. at- 
taqued with a down-right battery : per- 
haps his integrity may be ſuch , that, as 
twas ſaid of Danze] Chap. c. 4. They can 
find no occaſion againſt. im : and when 
they cannot ſhake the main fort , they 
mult try if they can poſſeſs themſelves 
of the out-works, railc ſome prejudice 
againſt 
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againſt his diſcretion , his humor , his 
carriage, and his moſt extrinſic adhe- 
rents, and if by repreſenting him ridicu- 
lous in any of theſe they can but abate 
mens reyerence to him, their confidence 
of him will not long hold out ; bare ho- 
neſty without ſome other adornment, 
being lookt on as a leafleſs-tree, no bo- 
dy will truſt himſelf to its ſhelter. Thus 
the enemies of Socrates, when they could 
no other waics ſuppreſs his reputation, 
hired Aritophanes a comic Poct to per- 
ſonate him on the ſtage, and by the infi- 
nuations of thoſe intcrludes, inſenfibly 
conveicd firſt a contemt, and then an ha- 
tred of him into the hearts of the peo- 
ple. But I need not bring inſtances of 
former times in this matter, theſc being 
ſufficiently verſt in that myſtery. 

14. I T isnot ſtrange that mcn of ſuch 
deſigns, ſhould ſummon all their wit, to 
the ſervice, make their rallerics as pt- 

uant as they can, that they may wound 
the dceper : but methinks tis but a mean 
office they aſſign their Wit, to be ( 1 will 
not ſay the Pander, that being in this 
age ſcarce a title of reproach , but) the 
cxecutioner or hang-man to their malice, 
Chriſt bids us be wiſe as ſerpents, vet 
R 2 adds 
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adds withall harmleſs as doves ; Mat. 10. 
16. but here the ſerpent has quite eat 
up the dove, and puts a vultur in the 
place, a creature of ſuch ſagacity and 
diligence 1n parſuit of the prey, that 'tis 
hard for any art or innoccnce to eſcape 

its talons. 
i5. THERE 1s yet another ſort of 
contumelious pcrions, who indeed are 
not chargeable with that circumſtance, 
of ill cmploying their wit, for they ule 
none in it. Theſe are people whoſe 
ſole talent is Pride and Scorn; who 
perhaps have. attained the ſciences of 
drefling themſelves fincly and cating 
well, and upon the ſtrength of thoſc 
exccllenccs, look faſtidioully, and ſpcak 
diſdainfully of any who want them ; 
concluding it a man fall ſhort of their 
garniture at the knees and elbowes, he 1s 
much inferiour to them 1n the furniture 
of his head. Such pcople think crying, 
O ridiculous! is an ample confutation 
of any thing can be ſaid; and fo they 
can but deſpiſe enough, are contented 
not to be able to ſay why they do fo, 
Thele are, I confeſs, the moſt innocent 
kind of deriders in reſpe& of others, 
what they ſay having not edge enough 
tO 
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to cauſe any ſmart. The greateſt hurt 
they do 1s to themſelves, who tho thev 
much need, yet are generally little ca- 
pable of a reſcue, and therefore I ſhall 
not clog the preſent diſcourſe with any 
advice to them : I ſhall chulſe rather to 
conclude with enforcing. my ſuit to the 
former, that they would ſoberly and 
ſadly weigh the accouny, ghey muſt one 
day. give of the emploiment of their 
parts, and the more they have hitherto 
embeazled them, the more to endeavour 
to expiate that unthrittineſs , by a more 
careful managery for the tuture ; that ſo 
inſtead of that vain, empty , vaniſhing 
mirth they have courted here, they may 
find a rcal, full, and cternal ſatisfaction 
in the joy of their Lord, 
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Of Hlattery. 

mt; 

ELL Ov 
of | HE fhſt'of Verbal injuries to 

our neighbour which 'I ſhall 

mention, 1s Flattery, This 1s indeed the 
fatalleſt wound of the Tongue , carries 
leaſt ſmart but infinitely more of danger, 
and 1s as much ſuperior to the former, 
as a gangrene 18 to a ſcall or ſcratch; 
this may be ſore and vexing , but that 
ſtupifying and deadly. Flattery is ſuch a 
myſtery, ſuch a riddle of iniquity, that 
its very ſoftneſſes are its cruelleſt ri- 
gor, its balm corrodes, and ( to com- 
prize all in the Pſalmiſts excellent de- 
ſcription) ts words are ſmoother then 
oil, and yet be they very ſwords. Pſatm 
FS. 21, 

2, BuT bcſides the miſchicfs of it to 
the Patient, tis the molt diſhonouring, 
the molt vilifying thing to the Agent. 
I ſhall not need to empanel a jury ei- 
ther of Moraliſts or Divines; every 
mans 
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mans own. breaſt ſufficiently inſtructing 
him in the. unworthineſs of it. 'Tis in- 
deed a: colletive accumulative baſeneſs, 
it being 1n 4ts elements a compound and 
a complex of the moſt ſordid , hateful 
qualities incident to mankind, I ſhall 
inſtance in three, vx, Lying , Servility, 
and Txeachery , which being deteſtably 
deform'd. ſingle, muſt in conjunction 
make up a loathſom monſtruous guilt. 
Now. tho # has two branches, | yet 
theſe lic 1o at the root as equally to in- 
fluence both : for whether you take it as 


it 15 the giving of praiſe where 1t is not 
due, or . 6 profcſling of kindneſs which 
1s not real, theſe properties are {till its 
conſtitutive parts. 

3. AND firſt we may take Lyung to 
be the very corner Stone of the Fa- 
bric ; for take it away, and the whole 
falls to the ground. A Paraſite would 
make but a: lean trade of it, that 
ſhould confine himſelf ' to truth. For 
tho tis poſſible ſo to order the manner 
and circumſtanccs, as to flatter even in 
the repreſenting a mans real yirtues to 
him, yet commonly: if they do not fal- 
ſify as to the kind, they are forc'« to do 
it as, to the degree. Beſides as there are 


but 
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but few ſuch ſubjects of Hattery, ſo nei- 
ther are men of that worth ſo receptive 
of it. Such ſort of addreſſes are leſs dan- 
gerous to thoſe who have the perfpicaci- 
ty to ſee thro them: ſothat th _— 
chants are under a neceſſity of deatin 
with the more ignorant chapmen ; an 
with them their connterfeit wareswill go 
off beſt, It 1s indeed ftrange toconfi- 
der, with what groſs'impudent falſhoods 
men of this trade will court their Pa- 
trons. How many 'in former ages: have 
not only amaſs'd together all ſublunary 
exccllences, but have even ranſacked 
heaven to ſupply their Flattery , derfied 
their Princes , and per{waded them they 
were gods, who at lalt found they were 
to die like men? And tho this ſtrein be 
now out-dated , yet perhaps tis not that 
the vice 1s grown more modeſt, but that 
Athemum has robd it of that Topic. 
Thoſe that believe no God, would rather 
ſeem to annihilate than magnify the 
perſon to whom they ſhould apply the 
title, Burt I do not find that the practice 
has any other bounds. A great mans 
vices ſhall ſtill be called virtues ; his de- 
formities, beauties'; and his moſt abſurd 
follies, the height of ingenuity. Such a 
ſubti] 
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ſubtil Alchymiſt 1s this Parafite, that he 
turns all he touches into gold, 1magina- 
ry indeed as to the deluded perſon , but 
oft-times real to himſelt. Nor is Lying 
leſs natural to the other part of Fatte- 
ry, the profeflion of ſervice and kind- 
neſs. This nceds no evidencing, and to 
attemt it would be a ſelf-contutation : 
for if thoſe profeſſions be true, they are 
not Hlattery ; therefore if they be Flatte- 
ry, they mult needs be Lics. It will be 
almoſt as ncedleſs to expatiate on the 
baſeneſs and meaneſs of that fin ; for 
tho there 1s no ſubject that affords more 
matter for declamation , yet Lying is a 
thing that is alhamed of it {clt, and there- 
fore may well be remitted to its own con- 
vitions. Tis Arſtotle's obſervation, that 
all Elements but the Earth , had ſoinc 
Philoſopher or other, that gave 1t his 
vote to be the firſt productive Principle 
of all things: and 1 think we may now 
ſay, that all Crimes have had their abet- 
tors and fautors, ſome body that would 
{ſtand up in their detence ; only Lying 
ts ſo much the dreogs and retuſe of wic- 
kedneſs, that none has yet had Chymi- 
ſtry enough to ſublimate it, to bring 
it into ſuch a reputation, that any man 

S will 


 — 


138 The Government of the Tongue, 


will think fit to own 1t : thegreater won- 
der that what is under 1o univerſal a re- 
proach, ſhould be ſo commonly admitted 
in practice. But by this we may make 
an eſtimate, what the whole body of 
Flattery 1s, when in one limb of it we 
find ſo much corruption. 

4. A ſecond 1sServility and AbjeCtneſs 
of humor : and of this there needs no 
other proof than has been already given ; 
this charge being implicitly involv'd in 
the former of Lying, the condeſcending 
to that, being a mark o.: a difingenuous 
ſpirit. And accordingly the nobler hea- 
thens lookt on it as the vice of flaves and 
vaſſals, below the liberty of a free man, 
as well as an honeſt, But tho I need no 
other evidence to make good the accuſa- 
tion, yct every ſycophant turnithes me 
with many ſupernumerary proots. Look 
upon ſuch an one, and you ſhall ſec his 
eics immoveably fixt on his patrons tace, 
watching cach look, each glance , and 
in every change of his countenance ( like 
a ſtar-gazcr) reading his own deſtiny, 
his ears chain d (like gally-flaves at the 
oar) to his diEtates, ſucking in the mo!t 
infipid diſcourſes with as much greedi- 
neſs, as1t chey were the apophthegms of 
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the ſeven ſages , his tongue tun'd only 
to panegyrics and acclamations , his fect 
in winged motion upon every nod or 
other fignification of his pleaſure: in a 
word, his whule body ( as it it had no 
other animal ſpirits than what 1t derived 
from him ) varics its poſtures, its exerci- 
ſes, as he finds agreeable to the humor he 
is to ſerve. And can humanity contrive 
to abaſe it ſelf more? Yes it can, and 
dos too often, by enflaving its diviner 
part too, taking up not only opinions, 
but even crimes alſo in compliance, play- 
ing the incarnate devil, and helping 
to act thoſe villanies which Satan can 
only ſuggeſt : and if this be not a ſtate of 
abject ſlavery , ſure there 1s none in the 
world, Plutarch tells us , that Philoxenus 
for deſpiſing ſome dull Poetry of Dro- 
nyſms s, was by him condemned to dig in 
the quarries : trom whence being by the 
mediation of friends remanded, at his 
return Dionyſus produced ſome other of 
his verſes, which as ſoon as Philoxe- 
nus had read, he made no reply , but 
calling to the waiters, ſaid , Let them 
carry me agaim to the quarries, And if 
an heathen Poet could preter a corporeal 
flavcry before a mental , what name of 
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reproach is low enough for thoſe , who 
can ſubmit to both, in puſuit of thoſe 
poor ſordid advantages they project by 
their Flatteries. . Nor is this baſeneſs 
more obſcrvable in theſe mean fawnings 
and obſcrvances ; than 1t 1s in the pro- 
teitations of kindneſs and friendlhip. 
Love 1s the greateſt gift any man has 
to beitow , and Friendllup the fſacredeſt 
of all moral bonds: and to proltitute 
theſe to little pititul deſigns, 1s ſure one 
of the baſcſt cheats we can put upon 
our common nature , in thus debafing 
her pureſt and moſt current coin , which 
by theſe frequent adulterations 1s be- 
come ſo ſuſpected, that ſcarce any man 
knows what he receives. But chriſtian 
Charity 1s yet worſe uſed in the caſe: 
for that obliging to all ſincerity, 1s here- 
by induced to give gold for droſs, to ex- 
hibite that Love zndeed, and m truth, 
which is returned only 2 word and mn 
tongue, 1 Joh. 3.18. And 1o it dos in 
thoſe who obſerve its rules: but in thoſe 
who own, yct obſerve them not, tis 
yct a greater ſufferer, by labouring under 
the ſcandal of all their difhimulations. 
It was once the character given Chri- 
ſtians, cyen by their enemies, Behold 
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how they love one another | but God knows 
we may now be pointed out by a very 
differing mark, Behold how they decerve 
and delude one another! And ſure this 
violation we herein offer to our religi- 
on, do s not allay but aggravate the baſe- 
neſs of this practice: tor if in the other 
we ſell our ſelves, in this we ſell our 
God too, ſacrifice our intereſt in him to 
get a ſurreptitious title to the favor of 
a man. And this I conceive do's in the 
ſecond place not much commend the 
art of  Flattery , which 1s built up of ſo 
vile materials. 

5. AND to complcat this infamous 
compoſition, 1n the third place Treache- 
ry comes in ; a crime of ſo odious a 
kind, that to name it 1s to implead it : 
yet how intrinſic a part this 1s of Flat- 
tery, will need no great skill to evidence, 
daily experience ſuthcicntly doing it. Tis 
a common obſervation of Fatterers, that 
they are like the Hcliotrope, open only 
towards the {un , but ſhut and contract 
themſelycs at night, and in cloudy wea- 
ther. Let the object of their adoration 
be bat eclipſed, they can {ce none oft 
thoſe excellences which before &nzled 
their cics : and however inconltant they 
may 
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may ſeem in it to others, they are indeed 
very conſtant to themſelves, true to their 
fixt principle, of courting the greatneſs, 
not theman; in purſuit whereof theirold 
idol is often made a ſacrifice to their 
new : all malicious diſcovery 1s made of 
their falling friend, to buy an intereſt 
in the rifing one. Of this there are ſuch 
crouds of examples in ſtory , that it 
would be impertinent to fingle out any, 
eſpecially in an age that 1s fitter to fur- 
nith precedents for the future, than to 
borrow of the paſt times. But ſuppo- 
ſing the Paraſite not aCtually guilty of 
this baſe revolt ( which yet he ſcldom 
fails to be upon occaſion ) vet 1s he no leſs 
treacherous even in the height of his 
blandiſhments; and while he moſt courts 
a man, he do's the molt ruinouſly under- 
mine him. For firſt he abuſes him in his 
underſtanding, precludes him trom that 
which wiſe men have judged the molt 
eſſential part of Learning, the knowledge 
of himſelf, from which 'tis the main bu- 
fineſs of the Flatterer to divert him. And 
to this abuſe there 1s another inevitably 
conſequent : tor this ignorance of his 
taultsor tollies, neceſſarily condemns him 
to the continuing in them, it being im- 
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believe he has neither. This 1s like the 
treachery of a bribed officer in a gari{on, 
who will not let the weak parts be for- 
tified,and laies the man as open to atlaults 
as that doth the town. Yet this is not 
all, he do's not only provide for the con- 
tinuance, but the improving of his crimes 
and errors, which alas! are too prolific 
of themſelves , but being cultivated and 
manured with perpetual ſoothings and 
encouragements, grow immeaſurably lu- 
xuriant. And accordingly we ſee that 
men uſed only to applautes, are ſo {well'd 
with them, that their inſolences are in- 
tolerable. And this they are ſometimes 
taught to their colt, when they happen 
among free men, who will not ſubmit tv 
all they fav, nor commend all they do. 
And finding theſe uneaſy contradiCti- 
ons when they come abroad , they are 
willing to retire to thetr moſt complai- 
{ant company : ond ſo this ſycophant 
devil having once got them within his 
circle, may enchant them as he pleaſes, 
lead them from one wickednefs to an- 
other. And as Caligula and other vo- 
luptuous Emperours, by being adorcd 
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as Gods, ſunk in their ſenſuality below 
the nature of man ; ſo theſe celebrated 
perſons are by that falſe veneration ani- 
mated to all thoſe reproachful praCtices, 
which may expoſe them to .a real con- 
temt : their follies, as well as their vi- 
ces {till get head, till they anſwer the de- 
{cription the wiſeman gives of the old 
Giants, Who fell away m the ſtrength of 
their fooliſhneſs. Eccl. 16. 7. 

6. AND ſure he that betraies a man 
to all theſe miſchiefs, may well be thought 
perfidious. But that which infimitly am- 
plifies and enhances the Treachery 1s, 
that all this is ated under the notion 
and diſguiſe -of a friend; a relation ſo 
venerable, that methinks 'tis the nearcit 
{ecular tranſcript of the treaſon, which is 
ſtoried of thoſe who have adminiſtred 
poiſon in the Euchariſt. The name of a 
friend 1s ſuch an cndearment, as nothing 
humane can cqual. All other natural or 
civil ties take their greatelt force from 
this. What ſignifies an untriendly parent, 
or brother, or wite * Tis friendſhip only 
that 13 the cement which really and efte- 
Ctively combincs mankind : and there- 
{ore we may obſcrve, that God reckon- 
ing up other relations, 1iluſtrates them 
| by 
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by ſeveral notes of endearment, but 
when he comes to that of fr iendſhi; Pp, tis 
the friend who is as thine own ſeul, Dcut. 
x3. 6. nothing below the higheft initance 
was thought "expreſlive cnough of that 
union. What a legion of ticnds then 
poſſefſerh men that can break theſe 
chains Mark 5. 4. nay that can hammer 

and forge thoſe very chains into daggers 
and ſtiletto 5, and make their friendſhip 
an engine of ruine? This is certainly the 
blackett color wherein we can view a 
Paraſite, his falſe light makes the ſhadow 
the more diſmal. As the Ape has a pecult- 
ar deformity above other brutes by that 
aukward and ungracetul reſemblance he 
has to a man, ſo ſure a Flattrrer ts in- 
finitely the more hatcful for being the 
ugly counterfeit of a Friend. And as 
this treachery hes at the bottom of the 
panegyrics, ſo allo do's it of all the care(- 

{es and exuberant kindneſs of a Flatterer, 
which if they aimed not at any particu- 
lar end of circumvention, mult vet in 
the general be treacherous by being falſe. 

A man looks on the love of his tr iend as 
one of the richelt poſieflions ( upon which 
account the Philoſopher thought friends 
were to be inventoried as well as o000s, ) 
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What a detcat and diſcomfiture 1s it to a 
man when he comes to ule this wealth, 
to find it all falſe metall, ſuch as will 
not anſwer any of thoſe "purpoſes for 
which he depended on it. There cannot 
ſure be a greater treachery, than firſt to 
raiſe a confidence and then deceive it, 
But beſides this tundamental talſeneſs, 
there are alſo many incidental treache- 
ries, which fall in upon occaſion of par- 
ticular deſigns. A pretence of kindnels is 
the univerſal ſtale to all baſe projects: 
by this men are robd of their tortunes, 
and women of their honor: in a word all 
the wolfiſh defigns walk under this ſheeps 
clothing; and as the world goes , men 
have more nced to beware of thoſe who 
own themſclves triends , than thoſe who 
own themſclves enemies. 

7. THESE are the lineaments of this 
vice of Flattery , which ſure do toge- 
ther make up a face of moſt extreme de- 
formity. I might upon a true account 
add another, and charge it with folly too: 
I am ſure according to the divine efti- 
mate it 1s alwaics ſo : and truly it do's 
not ſeldom prove in the ſecular allo. 
Men of this art do ſometimes drop their 
vizard betore they have got the prong 
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and then there is nothing, in the world 
that appears ſo contemtible, ſo filly ; a 
barefaced Flattercr being every bodics 
ſcorn. The ſhort is, wherever this game 
is plaied there 1s alwaics a- fool in the 
fy if the paraſite be detected , it falls 
to his ſhare : it he be not, to his whom 
he deludes, Burt at the beſt tis but ſub- 
tilty and cunning he can boalt of ; and 
if he can in his own fancy raiſe that to 
the opinion of true Wiſdom , tis a fign 
he 1s come round to pr actiſe his d ceits 
upon himſclt, and 1s as much his own 
Flatterer as he has bin others. 

8. AND now I know not whether it 
be more ſhame or wonder, to ſce that 
men can ſo put off ingenuity, and the na- 
tive greatneſs of their kind, as to de- 
ſcend to ſo baſe, fo jonoble: a vice: yet 
alas! we daily ſce it done, and that not 
only by the ſcum and rctulc of the peo- 
ple, ſuch as Job ſpeaks of, who are ler 
then the earth, Cap. 30. 8. but by perſons 
of all conditions. Flattery like a ſpring 
forc'd upwards aſcends, as cares are by 
the wiſe man ſaid to delcend, Ecclul. 40. 
4. from him that weareth a [men frock to 
him that weareth a crown : all intermedial 
degrees are but like pipes, which: as they 
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ſuck from below, 1o tranſmit it {till up- 
wards, There arc few ſo low but find 
ſome body to cajole and flatter them. 
Some intcerelt or other may ſometimes be 
to be ſerv d even upon the meancſt, and 
thoſe that find themſelves thus ſolicited 
tor benctits, are caſily taught by it how 
to addreſs to their immediate ſuperiors, 
from whom they expect greater : and as 
tis thus handed from one rank to an- 
othcr, the art {till is more ſubtilized and 
refined ( God help poor Princes the while, 
who commonly mcet with the elixir, and 
quintilence of this venim : ) and thus it 
palics thro all ſtates and conditions : as 
they arc pafhive on the one fide, and arc 
flattered by ſome, 1o they arc aCtive on 
the other, and flatter others. 

9. I fav all conditions, 1 do not fay all 
perſons in thoſe conditions, tor no truly 
generous foul can ſtoop ſo low : but tis 
evident to what a low cbb Generofity as 
well as Chriſtianity 15 grown, by thenum- 
bers of thole who thus degrade themſcl- 
ſelves, every lutle petty intereſt being 
thought worth theſe baſe ſubmiſhons. 
And truly it is hard to find, by what topic 
of perſwaſion to aflault ſuch men. The 
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fives to thoſe who have reconciled them- 
ſelves to botih : if any thing can be per- 
tinently ſaid to them, it mult be upon 
the ſcore of intereſt, for that being 
their grand principle, chey can with no 
pretence diſciaim the interences drawn 
thence. 

10 LET them therctore duly bal- 
lance the advantages they project trom 
this practice with the miſchicts and dan- 

ers of it, What they expect 1s common- 
y cither Honour or Wealth, theſe they 
hope may be acquired by their proſtra- 
tions to thoſe, who can dilpenſe or pro- 
cure them. Tis true, as Honor hgnihes 
greatnels and power, it 1s ſomctimes at- 
rain'd by it, but then as it ſignifies repu- 
tation and elteem, tis as ſure to be loſt. 
He that thus aſcends , may be look: on 
with tear, but never with reverence. 
Now I think tis no good bargain to cx- 
change this ſecond notion of honour for 
the firlt : tor beſides the difference in the 
intrinſic valuc, tis to be conſider d how 
tottering a pinacle unmerited greatnels 
is. He that raisd him to latisy Ins hu- 
mor at one tumc, can ( with more caſe 
and cqual jultice) throw him down at 


another : and when ſuch a man dos fall, 
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he falls as without pity , ſo without re- 
medy, has no foundation on which to 
rebuild his fortune. His ſycophanting 
arts being deteCted, that game 1s not to 
be plaid the ſecond time : whereas a man 
of a clear reputation, tho his barque be 
ſplit, yet he ſaves his cargo, has ſome- 
thing lett towards ſetting up again , and 
ſo is in capacity of recerving benefit not 
only from his own induſtry, but the 
friendinip of others. A ſound piece of 
Timber, if it be not thought fit tor one. 
uſe, yet will be laid by for another : and 
an honeſt man will probably at one time 
or other bc thought good for ſome- 
thing. 

11. As for the other aim, that of 
Wealth, 'tis very poſſible that may ſome- 
times be compaſlled ; and well it may, the 
Flatterer, having ſeveral ſprings to feed it 
by. For he that has a great Patron , has 
the advantage of his countenance and au- 
thority, he has that of his bounty and 
liberality, and he has another ( ſometimes 
greater than both ) that of his negligence 
and decervableneſs. But yet all theſe 
acquiſitions are many tunes hike Fazry 
mony, what 1s brought one night 1s ta- 
ken away the next, Men of this — 
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dom know how to bear proſperity tem- 
perately, and it 1s no new thing to ſee 
a Privado carry 1t fo high, as to awaken 
the jealouſfie of his promter, which 
being aſſiſted by the buſy induſtry of 
thole who envy his fortune, 'twill be 
ealy enough to find ſome flaw in his 
gettings, by which to unravel the whole 
Web: an event that 1s oft experiment- 
ted not only in the private managery 
of families, but in the moſt public ad- 
miniſtrations. And theſe are ſuch ha- 
zards, that laid altogether would much 
recommend to any the moral of Ho- 
races Fable, and make one chuſe the 
Country-moules plain fare and ſafety, 
rather than the delicacies of the City 
with ſo mach danger. This then 1s the 
ſtate of the proſperous Paraſite : but 
alas ! how many are there who never 
arrive to this, but arc kickt down ere 
they have climb d the two or three firlt 
rounds of the Ladder, whoſe deſigns 
arc ſo humble as not to aſpire above a 
Major-duomo, or ſome {uch domeſtic pre- 
ferment, (for in this trade there are 
adventures of all fizes.) But upon all 
theſe conhderations, methinks it appears 
no very inviting one to anv. Atthe long 
run 


SECT. VIII Of Flattery. 


— 


152 The Government of the Tongue. 


run an honeſt freedom of ſpeech will 
more recommend a man, than all theſe 
{ncaking Flatteries : we have a very wiſe 
mans word for it, He that rebuketh a 
man , afterwards ſhall find more + nd 
then he that flattercth with the tongue, Prov. 
28. 23. 

12, BUT after all that hath or can 
be ſaid, the ſuppretſion of Fattery will 
molt depend upon thoſe perſons to whom 
it is addreſt : if i be not repuls'd there, 
nothing elſe will diſcourage it ; and if it 
be, tis cruſht in the cgg, and can pro- 
duce no viper. Thele vulturs prey only 
on carcaſles, on ſuch ſtupid minds, as have 
not lite and vigor enongh to fright them 
away. Let but perions of quality enter- 
tain ſuch cuſtomers with a ſevere brow, 
with {ome {mart expreſſion of diſlike, 
thoſe Leeches will immediately fall off. In 
Sparta when all laws againlt theft prov d 
iettectual, ar laſt they fixt the penalty on 
them that were robd, and by that did 
the buſincls : and in the preſent caſe, if 
twere made as infamous to be flattered 
as tis to flatter, | believe it 'might have 
the like ctfet. Indeed there is pretencc 
enough to make it ſo : tor firſt as to War, 
the advantage 1s clear on the Flatterers 
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fide : he mult be allowed to have more 
of that ( which in this age 1s more than 
a counter-poiſe to honelty ;) and as for 
virtue, the ballance ( as ro the principal 
motive) ſeems to hang pretty even : tis 
the vice of avaricc that temprs the one to 
flatter , and the vice of pride that makes 
it acceptable to the other. The truth 1s, 
there 1s the bottom of the matter : 'tis 
that ſecret confederate within , that ex- 
poſes men to thoſe aſſaults trom with- 
out. We have generally ſuch an appe- 
tite to praiſe, that we greedily fuck it in 
without ſtaying to examine whether 1t 
belong to us or no, or whether it be de- 
fign'd as a kindneſs, or an abuſe. Other 
injuries ruſh upon us with violence, and 
g1ve usnotice of their aproach : they may 
be ſaid to come /the water into our bowels ; 
but this like oyl into our bones , Plal. 109. 18. 
penetrates cafily, undiſcermbly, by help 
of that native propenhion we have to re- 
ceive it. "Tis therctore the near concern 
of all, eſpecially of thoſe whole quality 
molt expoſes them, ro keep « guard up- 
on that treacherous in-mate , not to let 
that ſtep into the ſcale to make a bate ly- 
cophant out-weigh a true friend , and 
when eyer they are atacqued with extra- 
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vagant encomiums, let them fortify 
themſelves with this dilemma , either 
they have thoſe excellences they are prai- 
ſed for , or they haye not, if they haye 
not, tis an apparent cheat and gull, and 
he is of a pitiful forlorn underſtanding 
that delights to be fool'd : but it they 
have, they are too good to be expoſed to 
ſuch worms who wall inſtantly wither 
the tairelt gourd, Jon. 4. 7. 

For as 1t 1s ſaid of the Grand -_ 
that no graſs grows where his horſe 
once treads : ſo we may ſay of the Flat- 
terer , no virtue ever proſpers where he 
1s admitted : if he find any, he hugs it till 
he ſtifles it, it he find none, he ſo indif- 
poſcs the ſoil , that no tuture ſeeds can 
ever take root. In fine, he is a miſchiet 
beyond the deſcription of any character. 
O let not men then aCt this part to them- 
ſelves by being their own Paraſites ! and 
then 'twill be anealy thing to eſcape all 
others. 
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\ \ 7 E have now ſcen ſome effedts 
of an ungovernd Tongue, as 
they relate to God and our 

Neighbour. There is yet a third ſort 

which reflet upon a mans ſelf, So un- 

boundedly miſchievous 1s that petulant 
member, that heaven and earth are not 
wide enough for its range, but it wall 

find work at home too ; and like the vi- 

per, that after it had devoured its com- 

panions, prey'd upon its felt, ſo it cor- 
rodcs inward, and becomes often as fatal 

to its owner, as to all the world beſides. 
2, OF this there are as many inſtan- 
ces, as there are imprudent things ſaid, 
for all ſuch have the worſt refleCtion up- 
on the ſpeaker : and therefore all that 
have given rules for civil life, have in 
order to it put very ſevere reſtraints up- 
on the tongue, that it run not before the 
judgment, Twas the advice of Zero _ 
V 2 Mp 
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dip the Tongue in the mind before one 
ſhould permit it to ſpeak. Theophraſtus 
uſed to ſay, It was ſafer truſting to an un- 
bridled horſe , than to mtemperate ſpeech. 
And daily experience confirms the A- 
phor.{m ; for thoſe that ſet no guard up- 
on their Tongues, are hurried by them 
into a thouſand indecencies, and very 
often into rcal confiderable miſchiefs. 
By this mcans men have proved their 
own delators, diſcovered their own moſt 
important ſecrets: and whereas their 
heart ſhould have kept a lock upon their 
Tongue, they have given their Tongue 
the key of their heart, and the event has 
bin oft as unhappy as the proceeding 
was prepoſterous. There are indeed {> 
many waies for men to loſe themſelves 
19 their 'talk, that I ſhould do the like 
if I ſhould pretend to trace them. Be- 
ſides my ſubject leads me not to diſcourſe 
Ethically , but Chriſtianly of the faults 
of the Tongue, and therefore I have 
all along conſidered the one no farther 
than it happens to be twiſted with the 
other, 

3. Is the preſent caſe I ſhall inſfift 
only upon one fault of the Tongue,which 
partakes of both kinds, and 1s at once 
| 2 


SecT. IX. Of Boaſting, 157 
a vice and a folly , I mean that of Boaſt- 
ng and vaunting a mans ſelf: a ſtrain 
to which ſome mens tongues have a won- 
derful ghbneſs. No diſcourſe can be ad- 
miniſtred, but they will try to turn the 
tide, and draw it all into their own 
chanel, by entertaining you with long 
ſtories of themſelves : or if there be no 
room for that, they will at leaſt ſcrew in 
here and there ſome intimations of what 
they did or ſaid. Yea ſoſtupid a vanity is 
this, that it works alike upon all materi- 
als: not only their greater and more illu- 
{tr1ous acts or ſentences , but even their 
molt (hght and trivial occurrences, by be- 
ing theirs, they think acquire a confider- 
hack, and are forcibly impoſed upon 
the company ; the very dreams of fuch 
people ttreight commence propheſy, and 
are as {crioully related as it they were un- 
doubted revelations. And ſure it we retleCt 
upon our Saviors rule, that out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſþeaketh,we can- 
not but think theſe men are very tull of 
themſelves; and to be ſo, 1s but another 
phraſe tor being very proud. So tis pride 
in the heart,which 1s the ſpring that teeds 
this perpetual current.at the mouth, and 
under that notion we are to conſider it. 
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4. AND truly there is nothing can 
render it more infamous ; Pride being a 
vice that of all others 1s the moſt brand- 
ed in Scripture as moſt deteſtable to God, 
and 18 fignaliz'd by the puniſhment to be 
ſo. This turned Lucxfer out of heaven, 
Nebuchadnezzar out of his throne , nay 
out of humane ſociety. And indeed it 
ſeems ſtill to have ſomething of the 
ſame effet, nothing rendring a man ſo 
inconſiderable ; for 1t ſets him above the 
meaner ſort of company, and makes him 
intolerable to the better, and to complete 
the parallel, he ſeldom comes to know 
himſelf till he be turnd a grazing, be re- 
duced to ſome extremities. 

5. BuT this Boaſting arrogant hu- 
mor, tho alwaies bad, yet is more or leſs 
ſo according to the ſubje& on which it 
works. If 1t be only on natural excel- 
lences, as Beauty, Wit; or accidental 
acquiſitions, as Honor, Wealth, or the 
like, yet even here 'tis not only a theft, 
but a ſacrilege; the glory of thoſe being 
due only to the Donor, not to the recet- 
ver, there being not ſo much as any 
pre-diſpoſition in the ſubject to deter- 
mine Gods bounty. He could have made 
the moſt deformed beggar as handſom 
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and as rich, as thoſe who moſt pride 
themſelves in their Wealth and Beauty: 
No man fancies himſelf to be his own 
Creator, and tho ſome have aſſumed to 
be the architeRts of their own fortunes, 
yet the frequent defeats of mens indu- 
ſry and contrivance, do ſufficiently con- 
fute that bold pretence, and evince, 
that there is ſomething above them, 
which can either blaſt or proſper their 
attemts. What an invaſion then is it 
of Gods right, to engroſs the honor of 
thoſe things being done, which were 


+ not at all in their power to do? And 


ſure their folly is as great in reſpe& of 
men , as the fin is towards God. This 
boaſting, like an heavy nurle, overlaies the 
child : the vanity of that quite drowns 
the notice of the things in which it 1s 
founded ; and men are not ſo apt to ſay, 
ſuch a man 1s handſom , wiſe, or great, 
as that he is proud upon the fancy of 
being ſo. Ina word he that celebrates 
his own excellencies , mult be content 
with his own applauſcs, for he will get 
none of others, unleſs it be from thoſe 
fawning ſycophants, whole praiſes are 

worſe than the bittereſt Detraction. 
6. Anp yet ſo fottiſh a vice is Pride, 
that 
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that it can make even thoſe inſidious 
flatteries matter of boaſt, which is a much 
more irrational object of it than the 
former. How eagerly do ſome men pro- 
pagate every little encomum their Pa- 
raſfites make of them ? With what guſt 
and ſenſuality will they tell how ſuch a 
jeſt of theirs took , or ſuch a magniti- 
cence was admired ?- 'Tis pleaſant to ſee 
what little arts and dexterities they have 
to wind in ſuch things into diſcourle : 
when alas! it amounts to no more than 
this, that ſome have thought them fools 


cnough to be flatter d, and tis odds but . 


the hearers will think them enough ſo to 
be laught ar. 

7. BuT there is yet another ſubject 
of boaſting more tooliſh and more crimi- 
nal too, than cither of the former, and 
that is when men vaunt of their piety, 
which if it were true, were yct leſs ow- 
ing to themſclves than any natural en- 
dowment. For tho we do not at all afiſt 
towards them, yet do we neithec ob- 
{tru& ; but in the operations of Grace 
'tis otherwiſe ; we have there a principle 
of oppoſition, and God never makes us 
his own till he ſubdue that : and tho he 
do it not by an rreliſtible torce, but by 

luc 
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ſuch {ſweet and gentle infinuations, that 
we are ſometimes captivated ere we are 
aware : yet that dos not impeach his 
right of conqueſt , but only 7 wn him 
the more gracious conqueror, 'Tis true 
in reſpe&t of the event we have great 
cauſe of exultance and joy, Gods ſervice 
being the moſt perfect freedom : yet in 
regard of the efficiency, we have as 
little matter of boaſt, as the ſurprized 
city has in the triumphs of its victor. 
$8. BuT ſecondly either this vaunted 
piety 1s not reall, and then 'tisgood for 
nothing, or elſe by being vaunted be- 
comes 10. If it be not reall, 'tis then the 
ſuperadding hypocriſy to the former fa- 
crilege, an attemt at once to rob God 
and cheat men, and in the event uſually 
renders them hateful to both ; to God 
(who cannot be mocked) it do's ſo at 
the inſtant, and ſeldom miſles to do ſo 
at laſt to men. An hypocrite has a long 
rt to aCt, and if his memory fail him 
t in any one ſcene, his play 1s ſpoiled: 
ſo that his hazards are ſo great,that 'tis as 
little prudent as it 1s honelt to ſet up the 
trade, eſpecially in an age when Piety it 
ſelf is at ſo low a price, that its coun- 
terfeit cannot paſs for much, But if the 
X piety 
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picty be indeed true, the boaſting It 
blaſts it , makes it utterly cm. — Jane 
This we are told by Chriſt himſelf, who 
aſſures us, that even the molt chriſtian 
actions of Prayer , Alms, and Faſting, 
muſt expect no other reward (when 
boaſted) than the ſought-for applauſe of 
men. Matt. 6. When a man ſhall make 
his own tongue the trumpet of his Alms, 
or the echo of his Prayers, he craves, or 
rather ſnatches his own reward, and mult 
not look God ſhould heap more upon 
him : the recompence of his pride he may 
indeed look for trom him, but that of his 
virtue he has fore-ſtall'd, In ſhort, piety 1s 
like thoſe lamps of old, which maintain'd 
their lights ſome ages under ground, but 
as ſoon as they took air expired. And 
ſurely there cannot be a more deplorable 
folly, than thus to loſe a rich Jewel, on- 
ly for the pitiful pleaſure of ſhewing it : 
tis the humor of children and idiots, 
who muſt be handling their birds till 
they fly away, and it ranks us with them 
in point of diſcretion, tho not of inno- 
CEnce. 

9. FRomM the view of theſe particu- 
lars we may in the groſs conclude that 
this oftentation 1s a moſt fooliſh fin, ſuch 

as 
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as never brought in advantage to any 
man. There 1s no vice ſo nndermines it 
ſelt as this do's: 'tis glory it ſecks, and 
in ſtead of gaining that, it loſes com- 
mon ordinary eſtimation. Every body 
that ſees a bladder puft up , knows 'tis 
but wind that ſo {wells it : and there is 
no ſurer argument of a light trothy brain 
than this bubling at the mouth. Indeed 
there 1s nothing renders any man ſo con- 
temtible, ſo utterly uſeleſs to the world : 
it excludes him almoſt from all com- 
merce, makes him uncapable of receiving 
or doing a benefit. No man will do him 
a good turn, becauſe he forcſces he will 
arrogate it to himſelf, as the cffe&t of 
his merit : and none ( that are not in 
ſome great cxigence) will receive one 
from him, as knowing it ſhall be not on- 
ly proclaimed, but magnified much above 
the true worth. There ſcems to be but 
one purpoſe for which he lerves,and that 
1s to be {port for his company : and that 
he ſeldom fails to be, tor in theſe game- 
ſome days men will not loſe ſuch an op- 
portunity of divertiſement , and there- 
tore will purpoſcly give him hints, which 
may put him upon his Rhodomontades, 
] do nat ſpeak this by way of encourage- 
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ment to them, but only to ſhew theſe 
vaporers, to what ſcorn they expoſe 
themſelves, and what advantage they 
give to any that have a mind to abule 
them : for they need not be at any pains 
for it, they need but ſwim with their 
ſtream ; an approvingnod or ſmile ſerves 
to drive on the defign,and make them diſ- 
play themſelves more diſadvantagiouſlly, 
more ridiculouſly , than the moſt ſatyri- 
cal character could poſhbly do. 

10. B u T beſides theſe ſportive pro- 
jets, ſuch a man laies himſelf open to 
more dangerous circumventions. He that 
ſhews himſelf ſo enamour d of praiſc, that 
( Narciſſus like) he dotes on his own re- 
fle&tion, 1s a fit prey for flatterers, and 
ſuch a carcaſe will never want thoſe 
eagles : when his weak part is once di{- 
cerned ( as it muſt be when himſelf pub- 
liſhes it ) he ſhall quickly be ſurrounded 
with aſſailants. The Jaſt Section has 
ſhewed the miſery of a man 1o beſieged, 
therefore I ſhall not enlarge on it here, 
this mention being only intended to e- 
vince how apt this vain glorious humor 
is to betray men to 1t. 

11. THESE are competent ſpecimens 


of the folly of this yice : but it has yet 
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a farther —_— that it precludes 
all means of growing wiſer : tis Solomons 
aſſertion , Seeſt thou a man wiſe im ht 
own conceit ? there 1s more hope of a fool 
than of him, Prov. 26. 12, And the rca- 
ſon 1s evident, for he diſcards the two 
grand inſtruments of inſtru&ion, Admo- 
nition and Obſervation. The former he 
thinks ſuperſeded by his own perfeCcti- 
ons, and therefore when any ſuch friend- 
ly office 1s attemted towards him , he 
imputes 1t either to envy, and a defire 
to eclipſe his luſtre by finding ſome ſpot, 
or elſe to ignorance and incapacity of 
eſtimating his worth : the one he enter- 
tains with indignation, the other with 
diſdainful pity. As for obſervation, he ſo 
circumſcribes it within himſelt, that it can 
never fetch in any thing from without. 
Reading of men has bin by ſome thought 
the molt facile and expedite method 
for acquiring Knowledge : and ſure tor 
ſome kinds of knowledge ir 1s : but then 
a man mult not only read one Author, 
much leſs the one worſt he can pick out 
for himſelf, 'Tis an old trae ſaying, 
He that is his own Pupil ſhall have a 
fool for his Tutor : and truly he that 


ſudics only himſelf, will be like to __ 
ut 
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but a ſorry progreſs. Yet this 1s the caſc 
of arrogant men , they loſe all the be- 
nefit of converſation, and when they 
ſhould be enriching their minds with 
—_— treaſure, they are only counting 
over their own ſtore. Inſtead of advert- 
ing to thoſe ſober diſcourſes which they 
hear from other, perhaps they are watch- 
ing to interrupt them by ſome pompous 
ſtory of themſelves, or at lealt in the 
abundance of their ſelf-ſufficiency, think 
they can ſay much better things, magi- 
ſterially obtrude their own notions , and 
fall a teaching when 'tis fitter they ſhould 
learn : and ſure to be thus forward to 
lay out, and take no care to bring in, 
muſt needs end in a Bankrupt-ſtate, Tis 
true, I confeſs, the ſtudy of a mans-ſelf 
is ( rightly taken) the moſt uſeful part 
of Learning, but then it mult be ſuch 
a ſtudy as brings him to know himlelt, 
which none do ſo little as theſe men; 
who in this are like thoſe filly women 
the Apoſtle deſcribes, 2 Tim. 3. 7. Who 
are ever learning yet never attain, And 
tis no wonder, for they begin at the 
wrong end, make no enquiry into their 
faults or defects, but fix their contem- 
plation only on their more - ſplendid 

qualities, 
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qualities , with which they are ſo da- 
zled, that when you bring them to 
the darker parts of themſelves, it fares 
with them as with thoſe that come new- 
ly from gazing on the Sun, they can ſee 
nothing, 

12. AND now having diſſected this 
ſwelling vice, and ſcen what it is that 
feeds the tumor , the cure ſuggeſts it 
ſelf. 1f the diſeaſe be founded 1n pride, 
the abating that 1s the moſt natural and 
proper remedy : and truly one would 
think that mere weighing of the fore- 
going conſiderations, might prove ſufh- 
cient allaies to it. Yet becauſe where 
humors are turgent, 'tis neceſſary not 
only to purge them, but alſo to ſtreng- 
then the infeſted parts, I ſhall adyen- 
turc to give ſome few advices by way 
of fortification and antidote. 

13. IN the firſt place, that of the A- 
poſtle offers 1t ſelf to my hand, Look not 
every man on his own things , but ever 
man alſo on the things of others. Phul. 2. 
4. A counſel which in a diſtorted ſenſe 
ſeemsto be too much practiſed. We are 
apt to apply it to worldly advantages, 
and in that notion not to look on our 
own things with thankfulneſs, but 
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other mens with envy. We apply it al- 
ſo to errors and fins, and look not on 
our own to correct and reform, but on 
others to deſpiſe and cenſure. Let us at 
laſt take it in the genuine ſenſe, and 
not look on our own excellencies, but 
thoſe of others. We ſee in all things 
how deſuetude do's contract and narrow 
our faculties, ſo that we can apprehend 
only thoſe things wherein we are con- 
verſant. The droiling peſant ſcarce thinks 
there 1s any world beyond his own Vil- 
lage, or the neighbouring markets ; nor 
any gaity beyond that of a Wake or 
Morrice ; and men who are accuſtom'd 
only to the admiration of themſelves, 
think there 1s nothing beſide them wor- 
thy of regard. Theſe unbred minds muſt 
be a little ſent abroad , made acquain- 
ted with thoſe excellencies which God 
has beſtowed on other men, and then 
they will not think themſelves like Gz- 
deon's fleece to have ſuckt up all the 
dew of heaven : nay perhaps they may 
find they rather anſwer the other part 
of the miracle ; and are drier than their 
neighbours.Let them therefore put them- 
ſelves in this courſe , obſerve diligently 
all the good that 1s yiſible in other men : 
I an 
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and when they find themſelves mounting 
into their altitudes, let them clog their 
wings with the remembrance of thoſe 
who have out-ſoar d them, not in vain 
opinion, but in true worth, Tis nothing 
but the fancy of ſingularity that puffs us 
up. To breath, to walk, to hear, to ſee, 
are excellent powers', yet no body is 
proud of them , becauſe they are com- 
mon to the whole kind : and therefore 
if we would obſerve the great number 
of thoſe that equal, or exceed us, even 
in the more appropriate endowments, 
we ſhould not put 1ſo exceſſive a price 
upon our ſelves, 

14. SECONDLY, if we will needs be re- 
fleting _ our {clves,let us do it more 
ingenuouſly , more equally, let us take a 
true ſuryey, and obſerve as well the bar- 
ren as the fertil part of the ſoil : and if 
this were done, many mens value would 
be much ſhort of what they are willing 
to ſuppoſe it, Did we but compare our 
crop of weeds and nettles, with that of 
our corn , we muſt either think our 
ground 1s poor, or our ſelves very all 
hasbands. When therefore the recolleti- 
on of either real or fancied worth begins 


to make us aery , let us condenſe again 
Y by 
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by the remembrance of our fins aid tol- 
ly : 'tis the only poſſible ſervice they can 
do us, and conſidering how dear they 
are to colt us, we had not necd loſe this 
one accidental advantage. In rhus tenſe 
Satan may caſt out Satan , our vileſt guilts 
help to cject our pride ; and did we well 
manage this one {tratagem againſt him, 
'twould give us more cauſe of triumph, 
than molt of thoſe things for which we 
{o ſpread our plumes: 1 do not ſay we 
ſhould contract new gwilts 'to make us 
humble, God knows we need not, we 
have all of us enough of the old ſtock, it 
we would but thus employ them, 

Is. In the laſt place I ſhould adviſe 
thoſe who are apt to talk big things of 
themſelves, to turn into ſome other road 
of diſcourle : for if they arc their own 
theme , their tongues wall as naturally 
turn into eulogies, as an horſe do's into 
that Inn to which he 1s cuſtomed, All 
habits do require ſome little exceſs of 
the contrary to their cure : for we have 
not ſo-jult a ſcantling of our ſelves, as 
to know to a grain what will level the 
ſcales, and place us in the right medio- 
crity, Let men therefore that have this 
whfrmity, fhun ( as far as prudence and 
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intereſt permit) all diſcourſe of them- 
ſelves, till they can ſever it from that 
unhappy appendage. They will not be at 
all the leſs acceptable company , it being 
generally thought none of the beſt parts 
of breeding, to talk much of ones felt : 
for tho it be done ſo as not to argue 
pride, yet it do's ignorance of more wor- 
thy ſubjects. 

16. I ſhould here conclude this SeCtt- 
on, but that there is another ſort of 
vaunting Talk , which is not well re- 
ducible to any of the former heads, the 
ſabje&t matter being vaſtly diſtant : for 
in thoſe the Boaſteng was founded in 
{ome other real or ſuppoſed worth , but 
in this in baſcneſs and villany, There 
are a generation of men, who have re- 
moved all the Land-marks which their 
fathers (nay even the Father of ſpirits ) 
have ſet, reverſt the common notions of 
humanity, and call evil good, and good 
evil, and thoſe things which a moderate 
impudence would bluſh to be ſurprifed 
in, they not only proclaime but boaſt 
of, blow the trumpet as much before 
their crimes, as others before their good 
decds. Nay ſo much do they afte&t this 
myerted fort of hypocriſy , that they 
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own more wickedneſs than they act, aſ- 
ſame to have made practical the higheſt 
ſpeculations of villany, and like the 
Devil's knights errant, pretend to thoſe 
romantic atchievements , which the ve- 
rieſt fiend incarnate could never com- 
paſs. Theſe are ſuch prodigies, ſuch 
monſters of villany , that tho they are 
the objects of grief and wonder, they 
are not of counſel. Men who thus rave, 
we may conclude their brains are turn- 
ed, and one may as well read Lectures 
at Bedlam as treat with ſuch. Yet we 
know that there ſharp corre&1ons reco- 
ver crazed men to ſobriety ; and then 
their cure lies only in the hand of Ci- 
vil Juſtice : if that would take them at 
their words, receive their brags as con- 
feſfions, and puniſh them accordingly, it 
may be a little real ſmart would correct 
this mad Itch, and teach them not 70 
glory mm their ſhame. Phil. 3. 19. 

17, In the mean time let others who 
are not yet arrived to this height, con- 
ſider betimes, that all indulgent practice 
of fin is the dire& road to it, and ac- 
cording to the degrees of that indul- 
gence, they make more or leſs haſte. He 
that conſtantly and habitually indulges, 
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rides upon the ſpur, and will quickly 
overtake his leaders. Nay if it be but this 
one vice of vanity , it may finally bring 
him to their ſtates. He that loves to brag, 
will ſcarce find exerciſe enough for that 
faculty in his virtues, and therefore may 
at laſt be temted to take in his vices al- 
ſo. - But that which is more ſeriouſly 
conſiderable is, that Pride 1s ſo provok- 
ing to Almighty God, that it often cau- 
ſes him to withdraw his Grace, which is 
a donative he has promiſed only to the 
humble. Jam. 4. 6. And indeed when we 
turn that grace into wantonneſs, as the 
proud man dos who is pamper by it 
into high conceits of himſelf, 'tis not 
—_ God will any longer proſtitute 
is favors to ſuch abuſe. The Apoſtle 
obſerves it of the Gentiles, who had in 
contradiction of their natural light a- 
bandon'd themſelves to vile Idolatrics, 
that God after gave them up to a reprobate 
mind and wile affettions. Rom. 1. 25, 26. 
But the Proud now ſtifle a much clearer 
light, and give up themſelves to as baſe 
an Idolatry, the adoration of themſclves, 
And therefore tis but equal to expect 
God ſhould deſert them, and (as ſome 
nations haye deitied their diſeaſes) per- 
mit 
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mit them to celebrate-even their fouleſt 
enormities. The application of all I ſhall 
ſum up in the words of the Apoſtle. Rom. 
11.21. Take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. 


SECT. X. 
Of Querntorsneſs. 


of by this of Boaſting may not un- 
fitly be ſubjoin'd another inor- 
dinancy of the Tongue, v4, Murmuring 
and Complaining. For tho thele faults 
ſeem to differ as much i their complex1- 
ons, as Sanguine dos from Melancholy, 
yet there 1s nothing more frequent than 
to ſee them united in the ſame perſon. 
Nor us this a conjunction of a later date, 
but 1s as old as St. Fude's daies, who ob- 
ſerves that the murmurers and complazners 
are the very ſame with thoſe who ſpeak 
great ſwelling words. Jude 16. 

2, NoRk are we to wonder to find them 
thus conjoined, it we conſider what an 
original cognation and kindred they 

haye, 
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have, they being ( however they ſeem 
divided) ſtreams iſſuing from the ſame 
fountain. For the very ſame Pride which 
promts a man to vaunt and overvalue 
what he 1s, do's as forcibly incline him 
to contemn and di{-value what he has ; 
whilſt meaſuring his enjoiments by that 
vaſt Idea he has form'd of himſelf, 'tis 
impothble but he muſt think them be- 
low him. 

3. THis indeed 1s the true original 
of thoſe perpetual complamimgs we hear 
from all ſorts and conditions of men, 
For let us paſs thro all degrees, all 
ages, we ſhall rarely find a fingle per- 
ſon, much leſs any number of men, ex- 
empt from this Querulous, this fullen hu- 
mor : as if that breath of life where- 
with God originally in{pired us, had bin 
given us not to magnity his bounty, 
but to accuſe his 1lliberality, and like the 
diſmaller fort of inſtruments, could be 
tuncd to no other ſtreins but thoſe of 
mourning and lamentation. Every man 
contributes his note to this doletul har- 
mony, and after all that God has done to 
oblige and delight mankind, ſcarce any 
man 1s ſatisfied enough , I will not fay to 
be thanktul, but to be patient. For alas! 

what 
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what Tragical complaints do men make 
of their infelicity , when perhaps their 
proſperity is as much the envious out- 
cry of others ? Every little defeat of a 
delign, of an appetite, every little diſ-re- 
gard from thoſe above them, or leſs ſo- 
lemn obſervance from thoſe below them, 
makes their heart hot within them , Plal. 
39. 3. and the tongue ( that combuſtible 
part ) quickly takes fire and breaks out 
into extravagant exclamations. It 1s in- 
deed ſtrange to ſee how weighty every 
the rivialleſ thing 1s when a paſſion 
is caſt into the ſcale with it,how every the 
ſlighteſt inconvenience or petty want 
preponderates hundreds of great ſubſtan- 
tial bleſſings : when indeed were it in an 
inſtance never ſo conſiderable, it could be 
no juſt counter-poiſe. Yet ſo cloſely 1s this 
corruption interwoven with our conſtt- 
tution, that it has ſometimes prevail d 
even upon good men. Facob tho he had 
twelve ſons, yet upon the ſuppoſed 
death of one deſpiſed the comforts of 
all the reſt, and with an obſtinate ſor- 
row reſolves to go mourning to his grave, 
Gen. 37. 35. David after that fignal 
victory which had preſervd his life, 
reinſtated him in his Throne, and re- 
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fttord him to the Ark and Sanctuary, 
vet ſuffer d the loſs of his rebellious ſon, 
who was the author of his danger, to 
overwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance, 
and inttead of hymns and praiſes, breaks 
out into cjulations and effeminate wail- 
ings, 2 Sam. 18. 33, 

4. Bu T God knows the moſt of our 
complaints cannot pretend to ſuch confi- 
derable motives : they are not the bow- 
els of a father , the impreſſes of nature 
that excite our repinings, but the impul- 
ſes of our luſts and inordinate appetites. 
Our diſcontents arc uſually ſuch as A- 
hab's for his neighbours vineyard , Ha- 
man's for Mordecat's obeiſance , Achito- 
phel's for having his counſel reje3ted. E- 
very diſappointment of our avarice, am- 
bition, and pride, fills our heart with bit- 
terneſs, and our mouths with clamors. 
For it we ſhonld examine the numerous 
complaints which ſound in every cor- 
ner, it would doubtleſs be found that the 
greateſt part of them have ſome {ſuch 
original : and that, whether the preten- 
ded grievances be public or private, For 
the firſt : many a man 1s a ſtate-male- 
content , meerly becauſe he ſees another 
adyanced to that honor or wealth —_ 

f4 Ce 
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he thinks he has better deſerv d. He is 
alwaies inveighing againft ſuch uncqual 
diltributions, where the beſt ſervices 
(ſuch you may be ture his own are) are 
the worlt rewarded: nor dos he cyer 
ceaſe to predict public ruines, till his pri- 
vate are repaired. But as ſoon as that is 
done, his augury grows more mild : and 
as if the ſtate wb he were like Hippocra- 
tess twins, his recruites give new vigor 
to that, and till his next ſuit is denied, 
every thing is well adminiſtred. So full 
alas! men arc of themſclves, that tis hard 
to find any the moſt ſplendid pretences 
which have not ſomething of that at the 
bottom : and would every man ranſack 
his own heart, and reſolve not to caft a 
ſtone till he had firſt clear d it of all fini- 
{ter reſpects, perhaps the numbers of our 
complainers would be much abatcd. 

5. Nok 1s it otherwiſe in private 
diſcontents, Men are apt to think them- 
ſelves ill uſed by any man who will not 
ſerve their intereſt or their humor , nay 
ſometumes their vices; and are prone 
in all companies to avraign ſuchan unpli- 
ant perſon, as if he were an enemy to 
mankind, becauſe he is not a flave to 
their will, How many have quarrel'd 
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even with their deareſt triends, becauſe 
they would not afſhſt them to their own 
ruine, or have ftriven to diyert them 
from it : ſo forcible are our propenſions 
to mutiny , that we equally take occaſi- 
pns trom benefits or injuries. 

6. BuT the higheſt and moſt unhap- 
Py inſtance of all 1s in our behaviour to- 
wards God, whoſe allotments we dif- 
pute with the ſame or rather greater 
boldneſs than we do thoſe of men. What 
elſe mean thoſe impaticnt murmurs at 
thoſe things which arc the immediate 1{- 
{ues of his providence ? Such are our na- 
tive vhemr diſeaſes, death of triends, 
and the like. Nay what indeed are our 
diſplcaſures even at thoſe things wluch 
we pretend to faften upon ſecond Caulcs? 
For thoſe being all under the ſubordina- 
tion of the firlt , cannot move but by its 
permiſſion. This holy Fob well diſcern'd, 
and therefore do's not indite the Chalde- 
ans or Sabeans for his plunder, but know- 
ing they were but inftruments, he ſub- 
maiſsly acknowledges , that there was an 
higher agent in his loſs, The Lord hath ta- 
ken away, Job 1. 21, When therefore we 
ravingly exccrate the rapine of one man, 
the deceit of another for our impoycr iſh- 
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ment, \ when we angrily charge our defa- 
mation on the malice of our maligners, 
our diſappointments on the treachery or 
negligence of our friends, we do inter- 
pretatively conclude either that there 1s 
no over-ruling providence which could 
have reſtrained thole events, or ellc 
( which is equally horrid ) we accuſe it 
as not having done well in permitting 
them. So that againſt whomſoever we 
dire& our clamors, their laſt rebound 1s 
againſt heaven ; this Querulous humor 
carrying alwaics an implicite repugnance 
to Gods diſpoſals, but where it 1s indul- 
ged to, it uſually is its own expoſtor, and 
explicitcly avows it, charges God tooliſh- 
ly, and by impious murmurs blaſphemes 
that power which it cannot reſiſt. Indeed 
the progrels is very natural for our 1um- 
patiences at men to {well into mutinies 
againſt God : for when the mind 15 once 
imbitrer d, it diſtinguiſhes not of ob- 
jects, but indifterently lets fly its venim. 
He that frets himſelf, the Prophet tells us, 
well curſe his King, nay his God, 1a. 8. 21. 
and he that quarrels at Gods diſtribu- 
rions, 1s in the dire& road to defie his 
Being. 

7. B y this we may cſtimatc the dan- 
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ger of our diſcontents, which tho at firſt 
they arc introduced by the inordinate 
love of our ſelves, yet are very apt to 
terminate in hatred and blaſphemies a- 
oainſt God. He therefore that would 
{ecure lumſclf from the higheſt degree, 
mult watch againſt the lowelt ; as he that 
would prevent a total inundation , muſt 
avert the ſmalleſt breach in his banks. 
Not but that even the firſt beginnings are 
in themſclves well worth our guarding : 
for abſtracting from all the danger of 
this enormous increaſe , theſe murmur- 
ings (like a mortiferous herb) are poiſo- 
nous even in their firſt ſpring, before 
they arrive to their full maturity. To 
be alwaies moralizing the fable of Pro- 
metheus upon ones lelt, playing the Vul- 
tur upon ones own entrails , 1s no defir- 
able thing , tho we were accountable to 
none but our ſelves for it: to dip our 
tongues in gall, to have nothing in our 
mouth, - but the extract, and exhalation 
of our inward bitterneſs, 1s ſure no great 
ſenſuality. So that did we conſult only 
our own eaſe, we might from that ſingle 
Topic draw arguments enough againſt 
our mutinies, 
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8. BuT beſides our duty and caſe, our 
credit and reputation make their plea al- 
ſo. Fortitude 1s one of the nobleſt of 
moral virtaes, and has the luck to appear 
conſiderable even to thoſe who deſpiſe 
all the reſt. Now one of the moſt proper 
and emincnt acts of that is, the bearing 
adverſe events with an evenneſs of tem- 
per. This paſſive valour 1s as much the 
mark of a great mind as the ative, nay 

haps more, the latter being often ow- 
ing to the Animal, this to the rational 
yore of man. And ſure we mult {trangely 

ve corrupted the principles of Mora- 
hty as well as Religzon, if every turbu- 
lent unruly ſpirit, that fills the world 
with blood and rapine, ſhall have his 
ferity call'd gallantry ; yet that ſober 
courage , that maintains it felf againſt 
all the ſhocks of fortune, that keeps its 
poſt in {pight of the rudeſt encounters, 
ſhall not be allowed at leaſt as good a 
name. And then on the contrary we 
may conclude, that to fink under eve- 
ry croſs accident , to be ftill whining 
and complaining, crying out upon every 
touch , 15 a note of a mean degenerous 
ſoul, below the dignity of our reaſonable 
nature, For certainly God neyer gave 
us 
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us reaſon tor ſo unkind a purpoſe , as 
only to quicken and enhance the reſent- 
ment of our ſufferings, but rather to con- 
troll thoſe diforders, which the more 
cumultuous part of us, our ſenſes, are 
apt to raiſe in us : and we are ſo far men 
and no farther, as we uſe it to that end. 
- Therefore 1f the diftates of religion can- 
not reſtrain our murmurs , if we are not 
Chriſtians enough to ſubmit to the di- 
vine precepts of meekneſs and acquieſ- 
cence : yet let us at leaſt keep within 
thoſe bounds which ingenuous nature 
has ſet us, and not by our unmanly im- 
patiencies enter common with brutcs and 
animals. 

9. Nay I may farther add, it nei- 
ther for Gods nor our own ſakes , yet 
for others, for humane ſocieties ſake, this 
querulous inclination ſhould be ſuppreſt ; 
there being nothing that renders a man 
more unpleaſant , more uneaſy compa- 
ny. For ( beſides that 'tis very apt to 
yent it ſelf upon thoſe with whom he 
conyerſes, rendring him capricious and 
exceptious ; and tis an harſh, a grating 
ſound to hear a man alwaies in the 
complaning key) no man would wil- 
Lngly dwell within the noiſe of ſhreeks 
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and groans; and the exclamations of 
the diſcontented difter from thoſe only 
by being more articulate. It 1s a very 
unwelcome umportunity, to entertain a 
mans company with remonſtrances of his 
own infelicities and miſadventures, and 
he that will relate all his grievanccs to 
others, will quickly make himſelt one 
to them. For tho he that 1s full of the 
inward ſenſe of them, thinks it rather an 
caſe than oppreſſion to ſpeak them our, 
yet the caſe 1s far otherwiſe with his 
auditors : they are perhaps as much ta- 
ken up with themſelves as he is, and as 
little at leiſure to conſider his concerns, 
as he theirs. Alas! we are not now in thoſe 
primitive dates, when there was as it 
were one common ſenſe among Chri- 
ſtians, when zf one member ſuffer 4, all 
the members ſuffer d with it. x Cor. 12. 
2c. That Charity which gave that ſym- 
pathetic motion to the whole, is now 
it felt benumd, flows rarely beyond 
the narrow compals of our pcrional in- 
tereſt ; and therefore we cannot expect 
that men ſhould be very patient of our 
complaints who are not concern'd in the 
cauſes of them, The Prictts anſwer to 
Judas dos ſpeak the ſenſe of moſt men 
J 
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in the cale What 7s that to us? See thou 
to to that. Mat. 27. 4. 1 do not deny but 
that the diſcharging ones griets into the 
boſom of a true Find , 1s both innocent 
and prudent: nay indeed he that has 
ſuch a treaſure, is unkind to himſelf if 
he uſe it not. But that which I would 
diſſwade, 1s the promiſcuous uſe of this 
liberty in common converſation, the ſa- 
tisfying our ſpleen, when we cannot eale 
our hearts by it, the load declaimings at 
our miſery, which is ſeldom ſeyer'd trom 
as ſevere refleftions on thoſe whom we 
ſuppoſe the cauſes of it ; by which no- 
thing can be acquired but the opinion of 
our impatience, or perhaps ſome new 
ievance from ſome , who think them- 
elves concern d to vindicate thoſe whom 
we aſperſe. In a word it 1s as indecent as 
it is unacceptable, and we may obſerve 
all men are willing to link out of ſuch 
company, the Sober for the hazards, and 
TJovial tor the unplealantnels. So that the 
murmurer ſeems to be turn'd off to the 
company of thoſe dolctul creatures which 
the Prophet mentions, which were to 7n- 
habite the rumes of Babylon , 11a. 13. 21. 
For he 1s all converſation to all men, 

tho the worlt of all to himſelf. 
Aa 10, AXD 
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10, AND now upon the force of all 
theſe conſiderations, I may reaſonably 
impreſs the Wile mans counſel, Therefore 
beware of murmuring, W1ld. 1. 11. And 1n- 
deed it 18 not the precept of the Wile man 
alone, but of all who have made any juſt 
pretence to that title. For when we con- 
lider thole excellent lectures of Conten- 
tation and Acquieſcence, wherewith the 
writings of Philoſophers abound, tis hard 
to ſay whether they ſpeak more of mftru- 
Ction or reproach to us. When their con- 
tuſced notions of a Deity had given them 
ſuch impreſſions .oi his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, that they would not pretend 
to make any elections for themſelves : 
how do's it ſhame our more explicite 
knowledge , who dare not depend on 
him in the ſmalleſt inſtance ; who will 
not take his diſpoſals for good, unleſs 
our ſenſes become his ſureties ; which 
amounts but to that degree of credit, 
which the moſt ftaithleſs man may cx- 
pect trom us, the truſting hin as tar as 
we ſee him 2 This is ſuch a contumely to 
him, as the Ethnic world durſt not offer 
hun, and 1s the peculiar infolence of us 
degencrated Chriſtians, who ſure can- 
not be thought in earncſt when we talk 
of 
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ſinging Hallelyjahs in the next world to 
him, whilſt we entertain him here only 
with the ſullen noiſe of murmurs and re- 
pinings. For we are not to think that 
Heaven will metamorphoſe us on a ſud- 
den, and turn our exclamations and wild 
clamors into Laud's and Magnficats, It 
dos indeed perfect and crown thoſe gra- 
ces which were here inchoate and begun, 
but no mans converſion ever ſucceeded 
his being there : for Chriſt has expreſly 
told us, That except we be converted, we 
ſhall not enter zuto the kingdom of heaven ; 
if we go hence in our troward diſcon- 
tents, they will aſſociate us with thoſe, 
with whom 1s weeping, and wailing, and 


gnaſhing of teeth, 
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Of Poſutroeneſs. 


"9 NOTHER vcry unhandſom 

circumſtance in diſcourſe is the 
being over confident and peremtory, a 
thing which do's very much unfit men 
for converſation, 1t being lookt on as 
the common birth-right of mankind, that 
every man 1s to opine according to the 
dictates of his own underſtanding , not 
anothers. Now this peremtorinels is of 
two ſorts, the one a MagitteriaIneſs in 
matters of opinion and ſpeculation, the 
other a Poſitivencſs in relating matters 
of fact : inthe one we impoſe upon mens 
underſtandings, in the other on their 
faith. 

2, Fox the firſt, he muſt be much a 
{tranger in the world who has not met 
with 1t: there being a generation of men, 
who as the Prophet ſpeaks, Are wiſe in 
therr own ewes , and prudent in their own 
feht. Iſa. 5. 21. Nay not only ſo, but who 

make 
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make themſelves the ſtandards of wiidom, 
to which all are bound to conform , and 
whoever weighs not in their balance, be 
his reaſons never ſo weighty , they write 
Tekel upon them. This is one of the 
molt oppreſſive Monopolies imaginadle : 
all others can concern only ſomething 
without us, but this faſtens upon our 
nature, yea and the better part of it too, 
our reaſon ; and if it meet with thoſe 
who have anv conſiderable ſhare of that 
within them , they will often be temted 
to rally it, and not too tamely reſign 
this native liberty. Reaſon ſubmits only 
to reaſon,and he that aſſaults it with bare 
authority (that which 1s Divine alwaies 
excepted) may as well cut flame wath 
his ſword, or harden wax in the ſun. 

3. T1s true indeed theſe great Di- 
ftators do ſometimes run down the com- 
pany , and carry their Hypotheſis with- 
out conteſt : but of this there may be di- 
vers reaſons beſides the weight of their 
arguments. Some unſpeculative men may 
not have the skill to examine their aſler- 
tions, and therefore an aſſent is their ſa- 
feſt courſe; others may be lazy and not 
think it worth their pains; a third ſort 
may be modeſt and awed by a ſevere 

brow 
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brow and an imperious nod: and per- 
haps the wiſer may providently foreſee 
the impoſlibility of convincing one who 
thinks himſelf not ſubject to error, Up- 
on theſe or other like grounds tis very 
poſſible all may be filenced when never 
a one 1s convinced : ſo that thele great 
Maſters may often make very falſe eſti- 
mates of their conquelts, ana /a-r:fice to 
their own nets, Habak. 1.16.,when they have 
taken nothing, 

4. Nay indeed this inſolent way of 
propoſing is ſo far from po___ 
their notions, that it gives prejudice a- 
gainſt them. They are the gentle inſi- 
nuations which pierce, ( as oyl 1s the 
moſt penetrating of all liquors ; ) but in 
theſe magiſterial documents men think 
themſelves attackt , and ſtandupon their 
”——_ and reckon they mult part with 

onor _ with their opinion , if 
they ſuffter themſelves to be heftor d 
out of it. Beſides, this impoſing hu- 
mor 1s 10 unamiable, that it gives an 
averſion to the perſon; and we know 
how torcible perſonal prejudices are (tho 
ts true they ſhould not be) towards 
the biaſing of opinions. Nay indeed 
men of this temper do cut m_ 
0 


Sect. XI. Of Poſitiveneſs. 191 


off trom the opportunities of Proſclyting 
others, by averting them trom their com- 
pany. Freedom 1s the endearing thing 
in {ocicty , and where that 1s controll'd, 
men are not very fond of affociating 
themſelves. Tis natural to us to be un- 
ealy in the preſence of thoſe who af- 
ſame an authority over us. Children 
care not for the company of their Pa- 
rents or Tutors, and men will care leſs 
for theirs, who would make them chil- 
dren by uſurping a Tutorage. 

5. ALL theſe inconveniencies are e- 
vidently conſequent to this dogmatizing, 
ſuppoſing men be never ſo much in the 
right : but if they happen to be in the 
wrong , what a ridiculous pageantry is 
it, to ſee ſuch a Philoſophical gravity 
ſet to man out a ſoleciſm? A conclu- 
ding face put upon no concluding ar- 
gument , is the molt contemtible ſort 
of folly in the world. They do by this 
ſound a trumpet to their own defeat : 
and whereas a modelt miſtake might 
{lip by undiſcern'd, theſe rhodomontade- 
errors force themiſelyes upon mens ob- 
ſervation, and make it as impoffible for 
men not to fee, as it is not to deſpiſe 
them when they do. For indeed pride 1s — 
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ill linkt with error, as we uſually ſay it 
is with beggery, and 1n this as well as 
that, converts pity into contemt. 

6. AND then 1 would be conſidered, 
what ſecurity any man that will be im- 
poling has, that this will not be his 
caſe. Human nature is very fallible, and 
as it 1s poſſible a man may err in a great 
many things, ſo tis certain every man 
do's in ſomething or other. Now who 
knows at the inſtant he 1s ſo poſitive, 
but this may be his erring turn ? Alas! 
how frequently are we miſtaken even 
in common ordinary things ; tor as the 
Wiſe man ſpeaks, how hardly do we juage 
aright even in things that are before us, 
Wiſd. 9. 16. our very ſenſes do ſome- 
times delude us. How then may we wan- 
der in things of abſtruſe ſpeculation ? 
The conſideration of this hath with ſome 
ſo prevail'd, that it has produc'd a Sect 
of Scepticiſm : and tho I preſs 1t not for 
that purpoſe, yet ſure it may reaſona- 
bly be urged to introduce ſome mode- 
{ty and calmneſs in our aſſertions. For 
when we have no other certainty of our 
being 1n the right, but our own per- 
ſwaſions that we are ſo : this may often 


be but making one error the gage for 
1 an 
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another, For God knows confidence 1s 
ſo tar from a certain mark of truth, that 
'tis often the ſeducer into falſhood; none 
being ſo apt to loſe their way as thoſe 
who, out of an ungrounded preſumtion 
of knowing it, deſpiſe all diretion from 
others, 

7. LET allthis be weighed, and the 
reſult will be , that this peremtorineſs is 
a thing that can befit no form of under- 
ſtanding. It renders wiſe men diſobliging 
and troubleſom, and fools ridiculous 
and contemtible. It caſts a prejudice up- 
on the moſt ſolid reaſoning , and it ren- 
ders the lighter more notoriouſly deſpi- 
cable. 'Tis pity good parts ſhould be lea- 
vend by it, made a ſnare to the own- 
ers, and uſeleſs to others. And 'tis pity 
too that weak parts ſhould by it be con- 
demn'd to be alwaies ſo, by deſpiſing 
thoſe aids which ſhould improve them. 
Since therefore it 1s ſo ill calculated for 
every Meridian , would God all chmes 
might be purged from it. 

8. AND as there are weighty obje- 
ions againſt it in reſpect of its effects, 
{o there are no inconfiderable prejudices 
in relation to its cauſes, of which we may 
reckon Pride to be the molt certain and 

Bb un1- 
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univerſal: for what ever elc caſtally 
occurs to it, this is the fundamental con- 
ſtitutiye principle 3 nothing bit a great 
overweening of a rhans own underſtand- 
ing, being able to inftate hun im that una- 
gmary einpire over other mens. For here 
lure we may ask the Apoſtles queſtion, 
wha made thee to differ from ajbther * 
When God has made Rationality the 
common portion of mankind, how came 
« to be thy inclofuxe ? or what figna- 
ture has he fet upon.thme, whatmmark 
of excellency, that thine ſhould be para- 
mount ? Doubtlets it thou tancieſt thou 
haſt that part of Face#s bleſhng , [To be 
Lord of thy brethren, and that all thy mo- 
thers ſens ſhauld bawve down to thee, Gen, 
27. 29. thow- hatt got it more ſurrepti- 
tioully than he did, and with lets effect : 
tor tho /ſadc could not retract his miſ- 
taken benediCtion , God will never ra- 
tify that tantaſtic, thou haft pronounc- 
ed to thy ſelf, with his real effective 
ONe. 

9. BUT there happens many tumcs to 
be another ingredient betides Pride, and 
that is Ignorance: for theſequalitics how- 
ever they may ſeem at war, do often ve- 
ry clolcly. combine. He who has nar- 

row 
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row notions, that knows but a tew things, 
and has no glunple of any beyond him, 
thinks there are no ſuch : and therefore 
as if he had { like Alexander) no want but 
that of worlds to conquer, he thinks 
hamſelf the abſolute monarch of all 
knowledge. And this 1s of all others 
the molt unhappy compoſition : tor 1g- 
norance being of its ſclt like tiff clay, 
an intertil ſoile when Pride comes to 
icorch and harden it, it grows pertedlv 
ampenetrable : and accordingly we icc 
none are 1{o inconvincible as vour halt- 
witted people , who know qutt enough 
to excite their Prade, but not ſo much as 

to cure their ignorance. 
io. THERE remains vet aſecond kind 
of Peremtorinels which 1 am to ſpeak 
to, and that 1s of thoſe who.can make no 
relation without an atteftation of ts cer- 
tainty : aſort of hoſpitable people, who 
entertain all the idle vagrant reports, 
and ſend them out with pafl-parts and 
tettimonials, who when they have once 
adopted a ſtory, would have 1t paſs for 
legitimate how ſpurious ſoever 1t orig1- 
nally was. Theſe ſomewhat reſemble thoſe 
Hoſpitals in Jtaly , where all baſtards arc 
ſurc of reception, and ſuch a provifion 
B b 2 as 
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as may enable them to ſubſiſt in the world: 
and were 1t not for ſuch men, many a fa- 
therleſs lie would be ſtifled 1n its birth, 
It is indeed ftrange to ſee, how ſuddenly 
looſe rumors knit into formal ſtories, and 
from thence grow to certainties ; but tis 
ſtranger to 4 that men can be of ſuch 
profligate impudence, as knowingly to 
give them that advance. And yet tis 
no rarity to meet with ſuch men who 
will pawn their honour, their ſouls, for 
that unworthy purpoſe : nay- and that 
too with as much impertinence as baſe- 
neſs, when no i their own, or 

rhaps any mans elſe is to be ſerved 
6 it. 

10. THis is ſo prodigious a thing, 
as ſeems to excite ones curioſity to in- 
quire the cauſe of ſo wondertul an effect. 
And here, as in other unnatural produ- 
Ctions, there arc ſeveral concurrents. If 
we trace it from its original , its firlt ele- 
ment ſeems to be 1dlencſs: this di- 
verting a man from ſcrious uſeful enter- 
tainments , forces him upon (the uſual 
refuge of vacant perſons) the inquiring 
after News ; which when he has got, the 
venting of it is the next buſineſs. If he 


be of a credulous nature , and believe 
it 
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it himſelf, he do's the more innocently 
impoſe it on others: yet then to ſecure 
himſelf trom the imputation of Levity 
and too eafie Faith , he is often temted 
to lend ſome probable circumſtance. Nay 
if he be of a proud humor, and have that 
miſerable vanity of loving to ſpeak big, 
and to be thought a man of greater cor- 
reſpondence and intelligence than his 
neighbours , he will not bate an ace of 
abſolute certainty ; but however doubt- 
ful or improbable the thing 1s, coming 
from him 1t mult go for an indiſputable 
truth. This ſeems to be the deltnk of 
this unhappy folly, which yet is often 
nurſt up by a mean or imprudent Edu- 
cation. A man that hath converſt only 
with that lower ſort of company , who 
durſt not diſpute his veracity, thinks the 
ſame falſe coin will paſs over the world, 
which went currant among his fathers 
ſervants or tenants : and therefore we 
may obſexve that this is moſt uſual in 
young men, who have come raw into 
company with good fortunes and 1ll 
breeding. Burt it 1s too true alſo that too 
many never loſe the habit , but are as 
morolely * itwe in their age, as they 
were childiſhly ſo in their youth. In- 
deed 
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deed 'ts impoſlible they ſhould be other- 
wiſe, unleſs they have the wit to diſcn- 
tangle themſelves firſt from the love of 
flattery , and after from the company 
of flatterers : tor ( as I have before ob- 
ſervd) no vice will ever wither un- 
der their ſhade. I think I ſhall do the 
Reader no all office to let in a little bght 
upon them, and ſhew ham ſome of thoſc 
many miſchicfs that attend this unwor- 
thy practice. 

12. FIKsST, it cngagesa man to Oaths, 
and for ought he knows to Peruries. 
When he has lancht out boldly into an 
incredible relation, he thinks he has put 
his Credit upon the forlorn hope, and 
mult take care to relieve it : and there 
1s no ſuccor ſo conſtantly ready at hand 
as that of oaths and 1mprecations , and 
therefore whole vollics of them are dil- 
charged upon the doubtful. Thus .do we 
make God a witnets , and our ſouls par- 
tics in the cauſe of every trifling rumor, 
as if we had model d our Divinity by the 
ſcheme of that Jeſuitical Caſuilt, who 
legitimates the killing of a man for an 
ap ple. 

13. Alccond miſchief is, that it be- 
traics men to quarrels. He that 1s perem- 

rory 
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tory in his own ſtory , may meet with 
another that is as peremtory in the con- 
tradiCtion of it, and then the two Sr. 
Pofitrves muſt have a $kirmiſh indeed. 
He that has atteſted the truth of a falſe, 
or the certainty of a doubtful thing, has 
brought himſelf into the ſame ſtrait with 
Balaams Als, he mult either fall down 
that, or run upon a ſword, Num. 22. 27. 
For if his hearers do but expreſs a diffi- - 
dence , either he muſt fink to a down- 
right confeſſion that he was a lar: or 
elſe he muſt huff and bluſter till per- 
haps he raiſe a counter-ſtorm, and as 
he tool d himſelf out of his truth , ſo be 
beaten out of his pretence to it. Indeed 
there 1s ſcarce any quality that dos ſo 
temt and 1nvite aftronts as this dos: 
tor he that can deſcend to ſuch a mean- 
nels, may reaſonably enough be preſu- 
med to have little ( as of true worth, ſo) 
even of that which the world calls Gal 
lantry , and ſo every puny {word-man 
will think him a good tame quarry to 
enter and fleſh himſelt upon. 

14. IN the third place it expoſes him 
to all the contemt and {corn which et- 
ther good or ill men can tling upon him: 
the good abominate the fin, the 11] trt- 

umph 
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umph over the folly of it. The truth is 
there can be nothing more wretchedly 
mean. To be Kneht of the Poſt to every 
fabulous relation, is ſuch a ſordid thing, 
that there can ſcarce be any name of re- 
p_ too vile for it. And certainly 
ethat can pawn his faith upon ſuch mi- 
{erable terms, will by thoſe frequent 
mortgages quickly. be \napt upon a for- 
feiture ; or however will have his credit 
ſo impair'd by it, that no man will think 
his word a competent gage for the {light- 

elt concern. 
i5. AND this may pals for a fourth 
conſideration , That this Poſtrweneſs is 
ſo far from gaining credit to his pre- 
ſent affirmation, that it deſtroies it for 
the future : for he that ſees a man make 
no difference in the confidence of his aſ- 
ſerting realities and fictions, can never 
take his meaſures by any thing he avers, 
but according to the common Proverb, 
will be in Ann of disbelieving him 
even when he ſpeaks truth. And of this 
no man can want conviction , who will 
but conſult his own obſervation. For 
what an allay do we find it to the credit 
of the moſt probable event, that it 1s re- 
ported by one who uſes to {tretch ? Thus 
un- 
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unhappily do ſuch men defeat their own 
deſigns: for while they aver ſtoutly that 
they may be believed, that very thing 
makes them doubted , the world being 
not now to learn how frequently con- 
tidence is made a ſupplement tor truth. 
Nor let any man who uſes this, flatter 
himſelf that he alone do's ( like Fob's 
meſſenger ) elcape the common fate : for 
tho perhaps he meet with ſome who in 
civility or pity will not diſpute the 
probability of his narrations, or with 
others who for rallery will not diſcou- 
rage the humor , with which they mean 
(in his abſence) to divert themſelves, 
yet he may reſt aſſurd he 1s diſcern'd by 
all, and derided for it. 

16, I T therefore concerns men who 
either regard their truth , or their repu- 
tation,not to indulge to this humor, which 
is the moſt filly way of ſhipwracking 
both. For he that will lay thoſe to ſtake 
upon every flying ſtory, may as well wa- 

er his eſtate which way the wind will 
it next morning , there being nothing 
leſs to be confided in, than the breath of 
fame, or the whiſpers of private tale- 
bearers. Wiſe men are afraid to report 
improbable truths : what a tool-hardi- 
C-c neſs 
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neſs 1s it then to atteſt improbable fal- 
fities, as it often is the luck of theſe Po- 
ſive men to do. 

17. CERTAINLY there 1s nothing 
which they deſign by this, which may 
not be obtain d more cftectually by a 
modelt and unconcernd relation. He 
that barely relates what he has heard, 
and leayes the hearer to judge of the 
probability , do's as much ( 1 am ſure 
more ctyilly ) entertain the company, as 
he that throws down his gauntlet in at- 
teſtation. He as much ſatisfies the itch 
of telling news; he as much per{wades 
Ius hearers: nay very much more ( for 
theſe over carnelt aſleyerations ſerve but 
to give men ſuſpicion that the ſpeaker 
is conſcious of his own falſenc(s:) and 
all thus while he has his retreat ſecure, 
and ſtands not reſponſible for the truths 
of his relation. Nay indeed tho men 
ſpeak never ſo known and certain truths, 
tis molt adviſcable not to preſs them too 
importunately. For boldnets, like the 
Bravoes and Bandit, 1s ſeldom imploied 
but upon deſperate ſervices , _—_ is ſo 
known a Pander for lying, that truth is 
but detam'd by its attendance. 

18. T o conclude, modeſty 1s ſo amia- 

ble 
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ble, ſo infinuating a thing, that all the 
rules of Oratory cannot help men to a 
more agrceble ornament of diſcourſe, 
And if they will try it in both the forc- 
going inſtances, they will undoubtedly 
find the effects of it : a modeſt propoſal 
will ſoonelt captivate mens reaſons, and 
a modeſt relation their belief, 
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of © HERE 1s another vice of the 
Tongue which I cannot but mens 
tion, tho I knew not in which of the for- 
mer Claſſes to place it: not that it comes 
under none, but that tis ſo common to 
all, that 'tis not caſy to reſolve to which 
peculiarly to aflign it, I mean Obſcene and 
Immodeſt 'T, ah which 1s offenſive to the 
purity of God, dammageable and infe- 
Ctious to the innocence of our ncigh- 
bours, and moſt pernicious to our ſelves : 
and yet 1s now grown a thing ſo com- 
mon, that one would think we were tal- 
len into an age of Metamorphoſis , and 
that the Brutes did not only poctically 
and in fiction, but really ſpeak. For 
the talk of many 1s ſo beſtial, that it 
ſeems to be but the conceptions of the 
more libidinous animals clothed in hu- 

mane language. 
2, ANÞ yet even this mult paſs for 
ingenuity, and this yile deſcent below 
hu- 
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humarity , mult be counted among the 
higheſt ſtreins of Wit. A wretched de- 
baſement of that ſprightful faculty, thus 
to be made the interpreter to a Goat or 
Boar : for doubtleſs had thoſe creatures 
but the organs of ſpeech , their fancics 
lie enough that way to make them as 
good company , as thoſe who more ſtu- 
ciouſly apply themſelves to this ſort of 
entertainment. 

3. Txt crime 1s comprehenſive enough 
to afford abundance of matter for the 
moſt ſatyrical zeal : but I confider the 
diſſeCting of putrid bodies may caſt ſuch 
peſtilential fumes , that all the benefits 
of the ſcrutiny will not recompence. 1 
{hall therefore in reſpe& to the Reader 
diſmiſs this norſom ſabjeC&t, and thereby 
give an example with what abhorrence 
he ſhould alwaies reje& ſuch kind of di{- 
courſe, remembring the advice of St. 
Paul, That all —_— ſhould not be 
once named among thoſe who would walk as 
becometh ſamts, Eph. 5.3. 
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HAVE now touched upon thoſe 

enormities of Speech which I prin- 
cipally deſign d to obſerve, wherein I 
have bin far from making a full and ex- 
act catalogue : therefore I would have 
no man take this little Tract for a juſt 
rice by which to try himſelf in 


refegnce to his words. Yet God grant 
that All that read it, may be able to ap- 
prove themſelves even by this unperfe&t 
eſlay : and he that do's ſo, makes fair ap- 
proaches towards being that perfett man 
St. Zames {peaks of , chap. 3. 2. Theſe 
being ſuch faults of the Tongue as are 
the harder to avoid, becauſe they are e- 
very day exemplified ro us in common 
praCtice, (nay ſome of them recommend- 
ed as reputable and ingenious.) And it 1 
a ſtrange infinuative power which exam- 
ple = cultom have upon us. We ſee it 
in every trivial ſecular inſtance, in our 
very habit: thoſe dreſſes which we laught 
at in our forefathers wardrobes or Pi- 
Ctures, when by the circulation of time 
and yanity they are brought about, we 
think yery becoming. Tis the ſame in 
our 
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our diet : our very palates conform to 
the taſhion, and every thing grows ami- 
able to our fancies, according as tis 
more or leſs received in the world. And 
upon this account all ſobriety and ſtrict 
virtue lies now under a heavy prejudice, 
and no part of it more, than this of the 
Tongue, which cuſtom has now enfran- 
chized trom all the bonds Moraliſts or 
Divines had laid upon it. 

2, Bur the greater the difhculties are, 
the more it ought to awake our dili- 
gence : if we lic looſe and carclelly, 'tis 
odds we ſhall be carried away wath the 
ſtream. We had need therefore fix our 
ſelves, and by a ſober recollcEtion of the 
ends for which our Speech was given us, 
and the account we mult one day give of 
it , impreſs upon our ſ{clves the baſeneſs 
and the danger of miſemploying it. Yet 
a negative innocence will not ſerve our 
turns, twill but put us in the condition 
of him , who wrapt up the talent he was 
commanded to employ, Mat. 25. 25. Nay in- 
deed 'twill be umpoſhhble to preſerve e- 
ven that it we airs no farther. The 
Tongue 1s a buhie active part, will ſcarce 
be kept from motion, and therefore if 
that aftiyity be not determin'd to good 
objects 
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objeas, 'twill be practifing upon bad, 
And indeed I believe a great part of its 
licentiouſnels 15 owing to this very thing. 
There are ſo few good themes of dil- 
courſe in uſe, that many are driven to 
the ill for want of better. Learning is 
thought Pedantic , Agriculture Peaſant- 
like,and Religion the moſt inſufterable of 
all: ſo by excluding of all uſctul ſubjects 
of converſe, we come together as St. Paul 
(in another caſc) ſaies, Not for the better 
but for the worſe, x Cor. 11. 17. Andait the 
Philoſopher thought he had loſt that day 
wherein he had not learnt ſomething 
worthy his notice, how many daies do 
we worſe than loſe, by having them not 
only emty of ſolid uſeful acquiſitions, 
but full of noxious and pernicious ones ? 
And indeed it- they be the one, they 
will not miſs to be the other alſo : for 
the mind 1s like the ſtomach, which if it 
be not ſupplied with wholcſom nouriſh- 
ment, will at laſt ſuck in thoſe humors 
with which the body moſt abounds. So 
that if in our converſe we do not inter- 
change ſober uſctul notions, we ſhall at 
the beſt but trathque totes and baubles, 
and moſt commonly infection and poi- 
ſon. He therctore that would keep his 
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tongue from betraying himſelf or others 
toſin, muſt tune 1t to a quite contrary 
key , make it an inſtrument , and incen- 
tive to virtue, by which he ſhall not on- 
ly ſecure the negative part of his duty, 
but comply with the poktive allo, in em- 
ploying 1t to thoſe uſes for which it was 
given him. 

3. IT would be too vaſt an underta- 
king to preſcribe the particular ſubjects 
of ſuch diſcourſe, nay indeed 1mpoſlible, 
becauſe many of them are occaſional, 
ſuch as cannot aforehand bc reduced to 
any certain account. Thus only in the 
general we may relt upor, that all Speech 
tending to the glory of God or the good 
of man, is aright directed, Which 1s not 
to be underſtood ſo ag WE 
nothing but Divinity Br the neccflary 
concerns of humane lite, may lawfully 
be brought into diſcourſe : ſomething 1s 
to be indulged to common civility, more 
to the intumacies and endearments of 
friendſhip, and a competency to thole 
recreative diſcourſcs which maintain the 
chcarfulneſs of ſociety ; all which arc, 
1f moderately uſed , within the latitude 
of the rule, as tending (tho in a lower 
degrec ) to the well-being of men, and by 
CON- 
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conſequent to the honor of God , who 
indulges us thoſe innocent retreſnments, 
But if the ſubordinate uſes come to en- 
croach upon the higher, if we dwell here 
and look no tarther , they then become 
very ſinful by the exceſs, which were not 
ſo in their nature. That inordinacy ſets 
them in oppoſition to Gods deſignation, 
in which they were allowed only a ſecon- 
dary place. We ſhould therefore be care- 
full to improve all opportunities of let- 
ting our tongues pay their more im- 
mediate homage to God, in the duties of 
praycrs and praiſes , making them not 
only the intcrpreters of our pious affe- 
Ctions, but the promoters of the like in 
others, And indecd he can ſcarce be 
thought in carneſt, who prays, Hallow- 
ed be thy Name, and do s not as much en- 
deavour it with men, as he folicites it 
from God. 

4. AND if we anſwer our obligations 
in this point, we ſhall in it diſcharge the 
highclt part of our duty to man allo : for 
in whoſe heart ſocver we can umplant a 
true reverential aw of God, we {ory the 
ſeed of immortality, of an endleſs happy 
being, the greateſt the molt ſuperlative 
goo whercot he 1s capable, Behdes in the 
Interium 
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interim we do by it help to manumit and 
releaſe him from thole ſervile drudgcrics 
to vice, under which thoſe remain 1 who 
live without God in the world. And theſe 
indced are benefits worthy the dignity of 
humane nature to communicate. And it 1s 
both ſad and ſtrange to ſce among the 
multitude and variety of Leagucs that 
are contra&ed in the world, how {ow 
there are of theſe pious combinations ; 
how thoſe who [ſhew themſelves con- 
cern'd in all the petty ſecular interelts of 
their friends. never take this at all into 
their care ; a pregnant evidence how littls 
true friend/}up there is among men. 

5. I know ſome think thev (uficient- 
ly excuſe themiclves when they thitt off 
this office to Divincs, whole peculiar 
buſineſs they ſay it is. But this is as if 
one who ſees a poor fainting wretch, 
ſhould torbear to adminiſter a cordial 
he has at hand, for fear of intrenching 
on the Phyfitians faculty. Many op- 
portunities a friend or companion may 
have which a Divine may want, He of- 
ten ſees a man in the very fit, and io 
may more aptly apply : for w here thero 
1s an intimacy of converſe, men lay them- 
ſelves open, diſcover thoſe paſſions, thole 
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vices, which they carefully veil when a 
{trange or ſeverer ee approches. Be- 
ſides, as ſuch an one may cahelicr diſcern 
the diſeaſe, 1o he has better advantages 
for adminiftring remcdies: ſo children 
will not take thoſe medicines from the 
Doctors hand, which they will from a 
nurle or mother: and we are uſually 
too childiſh in what relates to our ſouls; 
look on good counſel from an Eccleſhia- 
ſtic as a Divinity-potion , and ſet our 
ſtomachs againlt it; but a familiar may 
inſenftbly infinuate it into us, and ere 
we arc aware beguile us into health. Yet 
it Lay perſons will needs give the Cler- 
gy the incloſure of this office, they ſhould 
at lealt withdraw thoſe impediments they 
have laid im their way , by depoſiting 
thoſe prejudices which will certainly fru- 
ſtrate their endeavour. Men have in theſe 
latter daics bin taught to look on Preach- 
Ing as a thing of form to the Hearcrs,and 
of *profit only to the Speakers, a craft 
whereby, as Demetrins ſaies , they get their 
living. Aﬀts 19. 25; But admit 1t were 
ſo in this laſt reſpc&, yet it dos not in- 
fer it ſhould be fo in the former. If it 
be a trade, 'twas ſure thought ( as in all 
avcs but this) a yery uſctul one, or elſe 

there 
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there would never have bin ſuch encou- 
ragement given to it. No ſtate eyerallot- 
ted public certain fallarices for a ſet of 
men that were thought utterly uſeleſs : 
and if there be uſe to be made of them, 
ſhall we loſe our advantages merely be- 
cauſe they gain theirs? Weare in nothing 
elſe ſo ſenſeleſs, no man will refuſe coun- 
ſel from a Phyſician, becaule he lives by 
the profeſſion, Tis rather an argument 
on his fide, that becauſe ſuch an intereſt 
of his own depends on it , he has bin the 
more induſtrious to fit hwnſclt tor it. But 
not to run farther in this digreſſion , I 
ſhall apply it to my purpoſe , by ma- 
king this equitable propoſal, that Lay 
men will not ſo moralize the common 
fable, as neither to admoniſh one another 
themſelves, nor ſuffer Miniſters to do it 
without them. And truly 'tis hard it nei- 
ther of theſe can be granted, when both 
ought. I am ſure all 1s little enough that 
can be done, tho we ſhould have, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, precept upon precept , line 
upon line, here a little and there a little, 1a. 
28.13. Mans nature 1s ſo unattentive 
to good, that there can ſcarce be too ma- 
ny monitors. We {ce Satan tho he have 
a much ſtronger party in our inclina- 
tions, 
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tions, dares not rely upon it , but 1s ſtill 
employing his emitlaries, to confirm and 
excite them : and if whillt he has ſo ma- 
ny agents among us, God ſhall have none, 
we arc like to give but an-1ll account of 
our zeal either to God or our neighbour, 
or of thoſe tongues which were given us 
to glorifie the one, and benefit the other. 
ined without this, our greatelt ofhct- 
ouſneſs in the ſecular concerns of others 
1s no kindneſs. When we ſtrive to ad- 
vance the tame, to- encreale the fortune 
of a wicked man, what do we 1m it, but 
cnable him to do the more miſchicts, by 
his wcalth to foment his own luxuries,and 
by his reputation commend them to the 
practice of others? He only makes his 
friend truly rich and great, who teaches 
him to employ thoſe advantages aright : 
and would men turn their tongues to this 
ſort of oratory, they would indeed ſhew 
they underſtood for what ends they were 
g1ven them. 

6. BUT asall good receives cnhance- 
ment from its being more diffuſive, ſo 
theſe attemts ſhould not be confined to 
ſome one or two intunates or relatives, 
but be as extenſive as the common needs, 
or at leaſt as our opportunities, Tis a gc- 
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ncrous ambition to benefit many, to ob» 
lige communities : which can no way ſo 
well be done, as by endeavouring to ſub- 
vert vicious cuſtoms, which are the peſts 
and poiſons of all ſocieties. The heathens 
had many ceremonies of luſtrations for 
their cities and countries, but he that 
could puriftie and refine their manners, 
would indeed attain to the ſubſtance of 
thoſe ſhadows. And becauſe the Apoſtle 
tells us,that evz/ words corrupt good manners. 
1 Cor, 15. 33. twould be a tundamental 
picce of retormation, to introduce a bet- 
ter ſort of converſe into the world: which 
15 an inſtance ſo agreeable to my preſcnt 
ſubje&, that I cannot Cloſe more pertl- 
nently, than to commend the endeavour 
to the Reader, who it he have bin by this 
Tract at all convinced of the fin and miſ- 
chict of thoſe ichemes of diſcourſe deci- 
phered in it, cannot be more ult to his 
convictions, than by attemting to ſup- 
plant them. 

7. IT were indeed a deſign worthy 
of a noble {onl, to try to new model the 
Age in this particular; to make 1t poſſible 
for men to be at once converſable _ 
innocent. I know 'twill be objeEted, t 
too yalt a project tor one or many ſingle 
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perſons to undertake : yet dithculties uſe 
to animate generous ſpirits, eſpecially 
when (as here) the very attemt 1s laudable, 
But as Chriſt ſaies of Wiſdom, ſo may we 
of Courage, The children of this world 
are more daring than the children of 
light. The great corrupters of diſcourſe 
have not bin ſo diſtruſtful of themſelves : 
for 'tis viſible to any that will refleC&t,that 
'tis within mans memory fince much of ' 
this monſtrous exorbitancy of diſcourſe 
grew in faſhion, particularly the Atheiſti- 
cal and Blaſphemous. The firſt propug- 
ners of it were but tew, and durſt then 
but whiſper their black rudiments : yet 
the world now ſces what an harveſt they 
have from their deviliſh induſtry. 

8. AND ſhall we giveover our Clime 
as forlorn and deſperate, and conclude 
that nothing which is not venimous wall 
thrive in our ſoil? Would ſome of parts 
and autority but make the experiment, I 
cannot think that all places are yet ſo vi- 
tiated, but that they may meet with ma- 
ny, who would reliſh ſober and ingenu- 
ous diſcourſe, and by their example be a- 
nimated to propagate it to others : but as 
long as Blaſphemy, Ribaldry , and De- 
traction ſet up tor Wat, and carry it with- 
Our 
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out any competition, we do implicitly 
yield that title we diſpute not : and tis 
hard to ſay, whether their triumphs be 
more owmg to the boldneſs of ill men, 
or the eblontmicy of the good. What if 
upon the trial they ſhould meet with the 
worſer part of St. Paz/'s fate at Athens, 
That fome will mock, AQts 17. 32. yet per- 
_ they may partake of the better alſo, 
and fimd others that would be willing to 
hear them agam, and ſome few at leaſt may 
cleave unto them. And ſure they are too 
tender and delicate, that will ran no ha- 
zard, nor be willing to bear a little ſhare 
in that profane drollery, with which an 
Apoftle was, and their God 1s daily af- 
{aultcd : eſpecially when by this expoſing 
themſelves, they may hope to give ſome 
check to that impious hberty. However 
befides the 1atisfaction of their own con- 
{ciences, they may alſo gam this advan- 
tage by rhe attemt, that it may be a good 
by which to try their company. For 
thoſe whom they find impatient of m- 
nocent and profitable converſe, they may 
aſſure themſelves can only enſnare net 
_ them; =_— a very weak 
er, that will be drawn to play 
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bable for him to loſe, but impoſflible far 
him to win. Therefore in that caſe the 
advice of Solomon 1s very proper, Go from 
the preſence of a fooliſh man , when thou 

percerveſt not in him the lips of knowledge, 
Prov. 14. 7. , | 
9. BUT he that will undertake fo He- 
roic an enterprize , mult qualify himſelf 
for it, by being true to his own preten- 
fions. He muſt leave no uneven thred in 
his loom, or by indulging to any one 
ſort of reprovable diſcourſe himſelf, de- 
feat all his endeavours againſt the reſt. 
Thoſe acry ſpeculators that have writ 
of the Philoſophers Stone, have requi- 
red many perſonal qualifications , ſtrict 
abſtinences and purities in thoſe who 
make the experiment. The thing may 
have this ſober application, that thoſe 
who would turn this Iron Age into Gold, 
that would convert our ruſty droſſy Con- 
verſe into a purer ſtrein , muſt be per- 
featly clean themſelves. For alas! what 
effect can that man hope from his moſt 
zealous reprehenfions, who laies himſelf 
open to recrimination ? He that hears a 
man bitterly inveigh againſt blaſphemy 
and profaneneſs, and ( yet in that almoſt 
the ſame breath) hears his monitor in- 
| yeigh 
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veigh as bitterly againſt his neighbour, 
will ſcarce think him a good guide of his 
tongue, that has but half the maſtery of 
his own. Let every man therefore be ſure 
to begin at the right end of his work, to 
waſh his own mouth clean, before he pre- 
ſcribe Gargariſms to others. And to that 
purpoſe let him impartially reflect on all 
the undue liberties he has given his 
tongue, whether thoſe which have been 
here remarked, or thoſe others which he 
may find in all practical books, eſpeci- 
ally in (the moſt praCtical of all books ) 
his own Conſcience. And when he has 
trac'd his talk thro all its wild rambles, let 
him bring home his ſtray ; not like the loſt 
ſheep with joy , but with tears of peni- 
tence and\ contrition , and keep a"{trict 
watch over it that it break not looſe again; 
nay farther require it to make ſome reſti- 
tution for the treſpaſs it has committed 
in 1ts former excurſions : to reſtore to 
God what it has robd of his honor, by 
devoting it ſelf an inſtrument of his ſer- 
vice; to his neighbour what it has de- 
trated from him, by wiping off that ſul- 
lyage 1t has caſt upon his fame ; and to 
himſelf by defacing thoſe ill characters 
of yanity and folly it has imprinted on 
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ſting, and by a kind of {ympathetic Vit- 
tae, the wound may be healed by drefling 
the weapon. But alas! when we have done 
all, the Tongue 1s fo ſlippery that it wall 
often be mn danger to deceive our watch: 
nay it has a ſecret intelligence with the 
heart,which like a corrupted Goaler is too 
apt to connive at its eſcape. Let us there- 
fore ſtrengthen our guards, call in him 
who ſees all the ſecret practices of our 
treacherous hearts,and commit both them 
and our tongues to his cuſtody. Let us ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, Try me, 0 Lord, and ſeek 
the ground of my heart. Pfal, 139. 23. And 
with him again, Set a watch, 0 Lord, be- 
fore my mouth , and keep the door of my liþs, 
O tet not my heart be mclined th-nny evil 
oberg Plal. 141. 3. And if band thus jo 11 

) Prov. 16. s. if Gods grace be hum- 
bly invoked, and our own endeayour ho- 
neſtly emploied , even this anrwly evil of 
the" Tongue ( as St. Femes calls it) Chap, 
3. 8. may be in ſome degree tamed. If 
now am then it get alittle out by ftealth, 
yet it will not like the Demomac be fo 
raving, as quite to break all ats chains. 
If we cannot alwaics ſecure onr ſelves 


from imadyertence and ſarprize, but that 
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a forbidden word may ſometimes eſcape 
us, yet we may from deliberate willtul 
oftences of the Tongue. And tho we 
ſhould all aſpire higher, yet if we can but 
reach this , we ought not to excuſe our 
ſelves ( npon remaining infirmities) from 
the Cluittian generous undertaking I 
was recommending, the reforming of 
others. Indeed I had made a very imper- 
tinent exhortation to that, if this degree 
of fitneſs may not be admitted ; for I fear 
thcre would be none upon earth could 
attemr it upon other terms : the world 
muſt (till remain as it is, and await only 
the tongues of angels to reduce it, Nor 
need we fear that cenſure of hypocriſy 
which we find, Mart. 7. . for the caſe is 
very differing. Tis indeed as ridiculous 
as inſolent an attemt, for one that has a 
a beam in his own cie to pretend to caſt a 
mote out of his brothers : but x holds 
not on the contrary , that he that has a 
mote in his own , ſhould not endeavour 
to remove the beam in his brothers. Ever 
ry ſpeck do's not blind a man, nor do's 
every infirmity make one unable to a 
cern, or incompetent to reprove the groſ+ 
ſer faults of others, F 
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Io. YET after all let us as much as is 
poſlible clear our eics even of this mote, 
and make our Copy as worth tranſcri- 
bing as we can : for certainly the beſt in- 
{trument of reformation is example : and 
tho admonition may ſometimes be ne- 
ccllary, yet there are many circumſtan- 
ces required to the 1ight ordering of that, 
{o that it cannot alwaies be practicable, 
bur a good example eyer 1s. Beſides 1t has 
a ſecret magnetic virtue: like the Load- 
ſtone it attraQts by a power of which we 
can give no account: ſo that it ſeems to 
be one of thoſe occult qualitics, thoſe 
ſecrets in nature,which have puzzled the 
enquarers ; only experience demonſtrates 
It to us. I am ſure 1t do's ( too abundant- 
ly) in 1ll examples, and I donbt not, 
might do the like in good, if they were 
as plentifully experimented. And that 
that they may be ſo, let every man be 
ambitious to caſt in his mite: for tho 
two make but a farthing , yet they may 
be multiplied to the vaſteft ſum. How- 
ever if a man cannot reform others, yet 
I am ſure 'twill be worth his while, ſo to 
fave himſelf from this untoward generation. 
Acts 2. 40. I have now preſented the 
Tongue under a double aſpect, ſuch as 

may 


— ——————— 


— 


The Cloſe. 223 


may ultify the ancient definition of 1t, 
that it is the worlt and the beſt part of 
man, the beſt in its original and deſign, 
and the worlt in its corruption and de- 
gcncration. In Darzid the manafter Gods 
heart it was his glory , Pal. 57. 8. The beſt 
member that he had, Pal. 108. 1. But m the 
wicked it cuts like a ſharp razor, Plal. 52. 3. 
"Tis as the venim of aſþs, Plal. 149. 3. The 
Tongues from heaven were cloven, Acts 
2, 2, to be the more diffufive of good: 
but thoſe that arc fired from hell, Jam. 3. 
6. are forked, to be the more impreſſive 
of miſchict : it muſt be referred to every 
mans choice, into which of the forms he 
will mould his. Solomon tells us, Death 
and Life are in the power of the Tongue, 
and that not only dire&aly in regard of 
the good or 11l we may do to others, but 
reflexively alſo, in reſpe& of what may 
rebound to our ſelves. Let Moſes then 
make the inference from Solomon's pre- 
miſſes, Therefore chuſe life, Deut. 30. 19. a 
propoſal ſo reaſonable, 1o agrecable to 
nature, that no flouriſhes can render it 
more inviting. I ſhall therefore leave it 
to the Readers contemplation , and ſhall 
hope that if he pleaſe but to reyolve 
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it with that ſeriouſneſs which the im- 
portance exats, he will new ſer his 
tongue, _ it to thoſe pions divine 
trems; Which may be a proper preln- 
diam to thoke Aehjahr he hopes cter- 
nally to Ting. 


